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President’s Message – Elaine Amenta                                                                                          

“Open up that Golden Gate, California here I come!” 

At the time of writing this message I am preparing for a 10 day trip to the Californian 

vineyards. My suitcase is packed with the very few changes of clothing we seem to 

travel with these days. I have had to be creative in putting my outfits together as 

California has many microclimates that range from very warm to quite cool this time 

of year. Thanks to airport security, my toiletries are limited to what will fit into a zip 

loc bag and I have my shopping list ready for the nearest Walgreen’s drug-mart once I 

arrive.                                                                                                                                                                         

My biggest dilemma is trying to decide which camera equipment to take! I have my 

Canon T4i ready, with a fully charged battery installed. I have 2 extra batteries and a 

charger. I will purchase extra flash cards once I arrive, as they are less expensive in the USA. I will fit the camera 

with the 18 – 200mm lens, which is a quite good “all purpose” lens but not sharp at all settings.  I would dearly love 

to take the fast 70 – 200 mm zoom lens, but that requires a tripod for best results. Now I have reached the “too 

much carry on” stage! I am at the point where maybe a really good point and shoot would do the job; but then, 

what do I do with the equipment I researched and saved up for before purchasing? How do other members deal 

with the decision about which camera equipment to take on trips with them? Is there something I am missing 

here? I could unpack the suitcase a bit and put the tripod and lens in, I mean, do I really need that second pair of 

shoes and a sweatshirt? What to do, what to do? Last Christmas I purchased myself a beautiful 300mm telephoto 

lens. I carried it, along with the necessary tripod, all throughout my trip to Costa Rica. I did not use it until the very 

last day while sitting at the pool and admiring the birds in the poolside palm trees! There were many missed shots 

of birds and monkeys in trees on that trip, as I fumbled with the tripod and got the lens out of its case! Guess I 

need to go unpack and start all over again. Perhaps a bigger suitcase? I do have to save space for the two bottles of 

duty free wine I am allowed to bring back … oh dear; there goes the extra pair of jeans!   Happy shooting and see 

you at the Andre Gallant presentation on November 6th.  I am so looking forward to that!   

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                               

IN THIS ISSUE: President’s Message – 1, Featured Photographer – 2, Terry Carpenter Tips – 5, 

Lynda Ghent – 6, NPC Outings – 7, NPC Bulletin Board – 8, Debbie Function – 9,  BJN Photo. – 11, 

Members’ Photos – 12, The Last Page – 15. 
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                         Arlene  Foster !!!           

 I am fortunate to be retired, after a long career in operating 

room  nursing.  Upon retirement I had time to pursue my 

other passion, gardening. After completing a Horticultural 

Certificate Course from Guelph University I helped establish 

a chapter of the Master Gardeners of Ontario’s 

Northumberland County. 

  

 

I was now planning on growing lots of plants and flowers and wanted to learn how to photograph them. 

Not having any background in photography I joined the Photography Club and bought my first  camera, a 

digital point and shoot.  Since then I have read several books and attended workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like to photograph a variety of subjects , but lately have 

developed an interest in macro photography.                                                                                                                                                 

The  camera I use  now is a Nikon 3100 with a 55-200mm lens, a 40mm lens and also a wide angle lens.  If 

post editing is required I use Photoshop Elements . 
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Arlene  Foster…… 

My husband and I spend two winter months in Florida. A few years ago I had 

an amazing trip to Alaska. This included a day in  Denali National Park. Most  

of my photos, about 90%,  are taken on outings with the photography club or 

traveling  around with friends and, of course, in my garden. Besides 

gardening and photography,  I enjoy reading and spending time with my 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Although I have not travelled extensively, I have 

been to the East Coast, and have spent time in the 

northern cities of Thunder Bay and Sudbury. 

 

 

 

Our most recent trip was to the Hudson River Valley 

in New York state. 
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Arlene Foster….. 

The photography trip I remember the most was the journey through Denali Park.  As we proceeded up into 

the mountains the road became more narrow and winding. 

There was a shear drop off and it didn't help to ease my fears 

any when I noticed  the bus driver appeared to be well over 

80!                                                                                                                             

I spent most of the time leaning towards the safe side of the 

bus, as if that would do anything to stop us from toppling over 

the edge. However, the memories from that trip will last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed. Note: Arlene - We’ve waited quite some time for 

you to share your beautiful photographs with us; 

however, it was well worth the wait.  These are 

lovely images and no doubt will inspire our NPC members to take their cameras out into their gardens and 

also with them on their travels wherever they go. Your photos are a vivid reminder that some of the best 

landscape photography can be done right here in our own country. We appreciate you submitting these 

photographs to our newsletter and look forward to seeing more of your artistic efforts throughout the year. 
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Highlights of Tips and Techniques Presentation on Nature Photography 

Submitted by Terry Carpenter. 

(The following is a summary of Terry’s presentation on 
Nature Photography at our September meeting) 
 
 Study wildlife for food, habits, and places. > Try to 

blend into the background.   > Camo clothes,  dull coloured 
clothes or bug jacket. 

> Look for the unusual.   Patterns, abstract, unusual shapes 
etc. 

> Wait and be patient.    Things will happen. 
> Equipment protection in canoe: ziploc bags in camera bag. Canoe dry bags. Or pelican boxes. 

       Tie camera bag to thwart with 7ft. of rope 
> In the rain use camera bag raincoat. > Put sticks across canoe bottom to keep camera bag off      
bottom. 
>To increase canoe stability when shooting:  Kneel and also shove paddle into mud and use velcro 
elastic bands to tie to thwart. 
>Tripods: Use as much as possible to aid in composition and stability. >Buy  best tripod and ball head  
affordable.  >Use gimble head for wildlife and birds. > Drill 5/16 holes in bottom to drain water when 
using tripod in water. >Spray legs with Jig A Loo for smoother leg extension. >Use monopod with 
shoulder bracket from Manfrotto/dealer. 
> Bugs and butterfly photography: >  Set camera to aperture mode, > set aperture to F22, > use flash 
to shoot bugs etc. > Use C bracket to put flash over lens. 

 
>Flower photography:  > Use ring flash for close up flash photography of small flowers and fungi etc. 

> Use flash and white umbrella for soft even light on larger 
area. > Shoot flash through umbrella. 
> Use steady bracket for flowers in windy conditions and to 
also select better background. 

 
>Cheats:  >Use neutral density filter to slow water in sunny 
conditions. > Use glycerin to place water drops on flowers. > 
Use fake fall coloured leaves for leaves on rocks etc. in 
summer.  
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Lynda Ghent Photography….. 

“Here are some photos from my trip to Newfoundland this past July.  It is like everyone says who has visited 

there,  amazing scenery and wonderful people.`` 

   Pitcher Plant – Provincial flower 

                         Rocky Harbour 

Moose!!! We finally saw one near                                                                                                                                                         

the road side on our last day.                                                                                                                                          

  

 

 

 

 

   

                            Iceberg near St. Anthony 

Western Brook Pond  

 

 

 

 

   A fishing boat going into the mist on its way out 

to the ocean. 
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   Alan Short – Outings Director 

  We will not be going to the Raptor Centre or Butterfly Conservatory in October since no interest for this 
trip was indicated. Maybe some other time.  
    I am looking at one of the Wineries, “The Grange”,  to watch and shoot the harvesting of the grapes, as 
shown on their web site. An open house is scheduled for October 12, but they welcome visitors anytime 
as long as they know when people are coming. They also do wine tastings and have a nice area to have a 
light lunch. As this possible outing is after the October meeting, I will be asking to get an idea of numbers 
and possible days at this meeting. 
    Another possibility is the Toronto Zombie Walk in front of Toronto City Hall on Saturday October 26 at 
3:00 pm. Leaving Port Hope around 10:00 am puts us in downtown Toronto around 11:30, giving us lots of 
time to wander around downtown, eat, then catch up with the Zombies at 3:00 pm (they do not move all 
that fast) not like in World War Z with Brad Pitt. 
    Now, I love October and November for shooting and I hope to do a number of last minute, short notice 
outings (give you 1 or 2 days notice). They will probably be drive by and road side shootings, as we would 
travel the side, back and ``where the hell is he taking us`` roads or he is not taking us up that (it`s not 
even a road !)   
  

  Travels with Al              

  It has been some time since my last posting of Travels with Al.  Some of you may know or remember 
that last November and December I travelled for 5 weeks through the US Southwest getting home in 
time to buy the turkey and cook it for Christmas.  I then entered a contest for a Photoshop course with a 
well known US photographer in the Eastern Sierras. What were the chances of winning?                I won, it 
was to take place at the end of April, so off again to one of the places I was at in December. Just got back 
from that and went up to Algonquin Park for the first week of May to shoot with Andrew Collette.  
Recently, I drove  my twin daughters, Shannon and Michelle,  to Ohio to see their mother for 5 days. I 
then carried on south to Hocking Hills State Park which is about 1.5 hrs. south east of Columbus Ohio,  
about an 8 to 10 hours  drive in total. I have been pretty well travelled out lately so  have stayed pretty 
close to home.  More later!                                                                                                   
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… 

   (Upcoming events, items for sale , Websites, Work Shops, Anything of Interest to Our Members!!!) 

1. Ryerson Image Centre:  This may be of interest to include in the Monitor. I visited the galleries in August. It 

was very Impressive.  I Hope to see this current exhibit.  Admission is free.   Dates and times on this site:  

http://www.ryerson.ca/ric/exhibitions/eupcoming.html                       ( Terry Self ) 

2. 5 Tips For Photographing Moving Water: All of us have seen those amazing silky cotton candy seaside 

scenes or milky white waterfalls falling down a rock face. They all look so professional and difficult to 

shoot. Now, equipment may play a small part, but it’s actually simple to shoot moving water. The key is 

finding the right water to shoot and mastering your technique.                                                                                                                        

See: PictureCorrect Photography Tips. (picturecorrect @gmail.com)  

3. Photo submissions for our monthly meetings (Theme Challenge, Photographer’s Choice, Outings and  

Evaluation) are due no later than the last Monday BEFORE the meeting date. 

4. The next regular NPC club meeting will be held on Monday October 7, starting at 7:00 pm at the Pine 

Academy.  Our speaker for the evening will be Bob Perks.   

5.  The deadline for photo submissions is midnight, Monday, September 30, 2013. You may submit 2 images in 

any of the following categories: Theme Challenge, Photographer’s Choice, Outings. Evaluation (1 ) 

6. Theme images (max of two images per theme, named as follows: PhotographersName_ 

ThemeName_ImageName.jpg e.g.: AndreasGada_NatureInMotion_NightSearch.jpg) emailed to: 

ThemePhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca 

 The theme for September is Leaves - Graphic Designs.   

7. Outings images named as follows: PhotographersName_ ThemeName_ImageName.jpg e.g.: 

AndreasGada_CobourgFireHall_FireTruck1.jpg) ) email to: OutingPhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca   

8. Outings to Mosport and the Gut were held during the month.    

9. Photographer's Choice (two images named as follows: PhotographersName_ PC_ImageName.jpg e.g.: 

AndreasGada_PC_NightSearch.jpg) email to: PhotographersChoice@northumberlandphoto.ca   

10. Photo for evaluation (one image named as follows: PhotographersName_ Evaluation_ImageName.jpg e.g.: 

AndreasGada_Evaluation_QuietConversation.jpg) email to: PhotoEvaluation@northumberlandphoto.ca  

11. Cindy Taylor will be reviewing the images. 

12. Click on the link http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/photo_guidelines.htm for detailed instructions. If 

you require assistants in please contact Andreas Gada, technicaldirector@northumberlandphoto.ca or 705 

924-3109. 

 

13. PLEASE NOTE: IMAGES MUST BE SENT AS AN ATTACHMENT WITH A MAXIMUM SIZE OF 1920 BY 1080 

PIXELS. 

14. I am also looking for people to assist with the creation of the monthly slides shows and will provide 

training and software (ProShow Gold, windows based software).  If you are interested please contact me. 

    ( Andreas Gada ) 

 

http://www.ryerson.ca/ric/exhibitions/eupcoming.html
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/5-tips-for-photographing-moving-water/
mailto:ThemePhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca
mailto:OutingPhotos@northumberlandphoto.ca
mailto:PhotographersChoice@northumberlandphoto.ca
mailto:PhotoEvaluation@northumberlandphoto.ca
http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/photo_guidelines.htm
mailto:technicaldirector@northumberlandphoto.ca
tel:705%20924-3109
tel:705%20924-3109
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 Out and About at Mosaiculture International in Montreal, Quebec                                                                

At the Montreal Botanical Gardens, 4101 Sherbrook St. East, Montreal  

                                              Submitted   by Debbie Funchion 

Recently, I went to Montreal with my daughter Kathleen to visit her sister, Shannon, who lives and works 

there.  Shannon, who had previously visited Mosaiculture and sent me some pictures, said that I “really 

should come and see it; great photography opportunities.”  I was hooked.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

All the years I lived in Montreal I had never been to the Montreal Botanical Gardens. The Botanical 

Gardens in itself is one of the world’s largest and finest gardens.  This year it hosted the Mosaiculture 

International Event, which, in fact, is an international competition.  This competition takes place every 3 

years in a city chosen by the International Committee, who also sets out a theme to inspire the 

participating countries in their creations.  This year’s theme was LAND OF HOPE, emphasizing the 

importance of protecting the biodiversity of our planet. 

 

  The exhibit featured 50 or so extraordinary living sculptures with 4 million flowers – IMAGINE!  These 

creations weaved in and out of a 2.2 km circuit through the heart of the Botanical Garden.  More than 200 

mosaiculture virtuosos from Asia, the Americas, Europe and the Middle East competed for the Grand 

Honorary Jury Award and the People’s Choice Award.  The presentation was stunning, to say the least 

and I was blown away.                                                                                                                                                                                         

The sculptures were LARGER THAN LIFE – a complex and sophisticated art form in itself.  Sustainable 

practices were employed using a weather-based irrigation system and micro-irrigation drip, composting 

and offsetting the greenhouse gas emissions generated by the event.  It followed the principles of 

horticulture in its use of plants in a living, ever-changing environment.  It was wonderfully executed and 

well taken care of over the summer months and amazed those that ventured to visit.                                                

 

 

 

 



The Monitor                                                  Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                                                                                  10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Debbie Function…. 

“ My daughters were so patient while I took SO MANY pictures.  They took their few pictures and then 

sat on a nearby bench, chatting and laughing, taking in a glorious, sunny day.  I am sure I was the reason 

for some of their laughter. 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It warmed my heart to look over and see them and how they put me first, 

and made this such a special day for me.  This day will long be 

remembered, thanks to my girls, Kathleen and Shannon. 
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                bjn Photography 

 Message from the desk of Brenda Nutter to all NPC members…. 

 

 I am beginning to work on my 2014 Calendar and would like to ask NPC members to support my annual 

effort to raise funds for Cameras for Healing. This is an international charity started by Moncton 

photographer, Maurice Henri. It enables families and children impacted by war and disasters to begin to 

see the world in a brighter light after experiencing such horrific events.  

All profits from my calendar sales go 

to Cameras for Healing. This year I 

hope to raise $2000. Will you help me 

by pre-ordering your calendars today?  

Email me at bjnutter@eagle.ca 

Thanks for your support.  

Brenda 

 

 

Here are some sample images that illustrate the type of content in  the calendar. The first is the Tiger's 

Nest Monastery, the second a Yak in the wilds and the third, prayer 

flags at the Chelela Pass with Mt Chomolhari at 7134 ft on the 

Bhutan -Tibet border. ,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bjnutter@eagle.ca
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Richard Looye submits the following collage of travels to `La Belle Province.`  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

“Ormie” by Diego 

Fabris  

                                                                                                                                                               Sunrise in Algonquin Park, Larry Keeley   

  

  
 

 

 

 

Theme Challenges for January 2014 to September 2014  
 
January - Ice, Snow, & Away We Go!;  February – Bridges;  March -   Give Us a Smile;  
April - Fog, Mist, or Haze!;  May -  Funny or Not!;  June -  Down By The Water;  July -  
Macro Mania; August - Up in the Sky 
September  - Abstract 
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                         Botanical Beauties!! 

   

 

 

 

Butchart Gardens, Victoria, B.C.                                   

L. Keeley photos 

 

             

 

 

 

Killer Whales, Orcas, submitted by Dawn Knudsen 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

                                          

                                    

 

          

Algonquin Park Colours, Alan Short photo              

 Bob Bell photo 
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Algonquin Park Resident 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DDawn Knudsen photo 

 

 

 

 

                 Algonquin Park, Alan Short photo                                                                                                                                           

 

Point ‘n Shoot Sunsets, Russ Donaldson photos 

 

 

  

Point ‘n Shoot  Portrait by Russ Donaldson 
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…….    How NOT To Become A GREAT Photographer !! 

It occurred to me a few days ago that some of our members might not even want 

to be great photographers, that they don’t need nor want the added stress and 

pressure this would add to their lives. So, anyone who might be feeling this way, please take note: the 

following tips might be of some interest  to you. To help guard against becoming a great photographer... 

 Don’t take spare batteries or memory cards with you on outings. 

 Never ever use a tripod. They’re heavy, take up too much space and are awkward to carry. 

 Forget to turn vibration control on or off before you start shooting. 

 Postpone getting equipment repaired, especially if it’s something you use often. 

 Always carry filters in a back pants pocket, the pocket that gets crushed when you sit down. 

 Never check to see if your polarizing filter is still attached. 

 Forget all the rules on composition, exposure, etc. Rules are made to be broken and often are. 

 Always ignore ISO settings and histograms. They’re totally confusing anyway. 

 Never consult your camera’s manual. They’re written in small print and highly technical language 

and only engineers and PH. Ds can understand them. 

 When leaning on your car for stability to get a sharper image, always keep your engine running. 

 Don’t waste time and money getting your equipment cleaned. How dirty can a camera get? 

 Don’t join camera clubs, take photography courses, subscribe to photography magazines or even 

talk to other photographers who are probably just as confused as you are. 

 Always keep your camera set on auto or program mode. It’s been designed to capture perfect 

photos. 

 Don’t worry about lost lens shades, or caps. They can be replaced almost anytime, anywhere. 

 Don’t set alarm clocks to meet with other photographers for early morning outings. 

 And don’t be fooled into thinking that those little ”point and shoot” cameras don’t take great 

photos. Some of our members use them and one, in particular, gets great photos – now ‘n then !! 

          Hopefully, some, or all of these tips will help you avoid becoming a great photographer, or 

even a fairly good one, for that matter. Who needs all that stress and trouble these days? And if 

you think I got all of these tips from personal experience, well, I’ll leave you guessing. Perhaps 

some of you could even add a few of your own suggestions ! 

 

And, again, our newsletter is replete with interesting materials and beautiful photographs several 

of our members have submitted. Our many thanks to all! 

                     Our next meeting: 7 October, 2013.   

                            Guest presentation by Bob Perks 

                                   Theme Challenge: Leaves/Graphic Design 


