
October 2010                                                                                                                                                     Issue 10 

President’s Message…… Brian Hart                            

 NPC President: Brian Hart                                                      

 

     Outings Director – Bob Robertson         
Saturday, Sept. 25, will be our outing to the Gut 
Conservation Area.  Leaving at 9 a.m. from the 
commuter parking lot on Cty. Rd. 45 which is the 
2nd exit for Cobourg from the 401 if coming from 
the west or the first exit for Cobourg if coming 
from the east, We will head north on Cty. Rd. 45 and eventually reach 
the Gut.   It helps with planning if you respond to this e-mail if you are 
planning to go, then we watch for you to arrive at the commuter lot.

October 9, Re-visiting the Ferris Provincial Park and the Rainey 
Suspension Bridge (as above for car pooling)                        

 Please note: If you have not renewed your NPC         membership, you must do so to be eligible 
to go on these outings.     

                                                        

 

 It feels good to have had the first meeting of the new season and to be able to look 
forward to an exciting lineup of speakers and events in the coming months.  Our 
success as a club depends to a great degree on the participation of our members and 
the more members that can be involved the better we will be.   

Participation can take on many forms – it may be that you enter photos to be viewed at 
our meetings or you could be involved in one of the committees formed for a specific 
purpose.  The one overwhelming characteristic of our membership is the diversity of 
experience, skill and range of photographic interests present.   

The more of you who take part in the activities of the club, the better the experience 
will be for all of us.  Please think about where and how you could participate. 
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 (Ed.note: Below images submitted by Brian) 

                                                             

 

                         

 

 When/how did you develop an interest in photography:  My father was interested in photography and 
when I was in grade 8 he bought an enlarger and set up a darkroom.  From that time on I have been involved 
to one degree or another.  Other things in life have intervened to take time away from the hobby .          
When and where do I do most of my “image capturing”:  My wife and I live in a rural setting which affords 
many opportunities for photography.  There is a continual challenge to capture some aspect of the changing 
scene around us so as a result a great many photos are taken very locally.  Vacations are also an opportunity 
to capture photos that bring back memories of experiences in different  countries and cultures.  Lately I have 
been working at improving my skills at getting photos of cyclists in competition where the action and difficult 
lighting conditions keep you working.                                                                              
Cameras:  Over the years I have worked in just about all of the mediums from a tiny 16mm adjustable camera 
to a 4x5 Speed Graphic ;  now, they all fill a drawer with happy memories as I now use a DSLR for everything 
except occasions where a point and shoot is more appropriate.  I purchased a 35mm SLR when I graduated 
and have always found that format the most amenable to my style of shooting.                                        
Favourite subjects:  I tend to work more in a photojournalistic way using photographs to tell or help tell a 
story.  I like nothing better than to walk down a busy street and try to capture the people and activity.  
Although I take a lot of scenic and flower photos, I appreciate that I do not have an eye for the “fine art” 
image.  It is far more my preference to work quickly and instinctively than to set up a tripod and deliberate.  
As a result, candid photos of people are always my favourites.                                                              
Funny Incident:  Sometimes you just blow it.  I will always remember sitting at the top of Mount Norquay in 
Banff waiting for the sun to come out and light up the whole valley below.  I was using a 4x5 camera with a 
double-sided film holder and was down to my last sheet of film.  After a long wait, the right moment finally 
arrived and the image was taken; but much to my regret, it later turned out upon development that I had 
taken a double exposure.  I had forgotten to flip the film holder to the unexposed side!  Thank God for digital 
cameras!    

                   

Place of birth: Toronto.  Residential area:  Garden Hill (north of Port Hope) 
Occupation:  Retired professional engineer but currently active in a 
volunteer capacity with Lions and as a director of Ontario Shores Centre 
for Mental Health Sciences

QUESTION: WHAT IS THIS “THING” ON 
SOMEONE’S HEAD, AND WHAT IS IT 
DOING? 

(see answer on page 7) 
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Quotations: 

"The camera can photograph thought."  Dirk Bogarde (1921-1999 English actor and novelist) 
  
"A photograph is a picture painted by the sun without instruction in art."  Ambrose Bierce (1842-1913 American 
editorialist, journalist, short story writer, and satirist) 
  
"To me, photography is an art of observation. It's about finding something interesting in an ordinary place. I've 
found it has little to do with the things that you see and everything to do with the way that you see them."    
Elliot Erwitt  (b 1928 advertising and documentary photographer known for his B&W candid shots of absurd 
situations within everyday settings) 
  
"Photography takes an instant out of time, altering life by holding it still."    Dorothy Lange (1895-1965 
American documentary photographer best known for humanizing the tragic consequences of the Great 
Depression) 
  
"The best zoom lens is your legs."  Ernst Haas  (1921-1986 Austrian-American innovator in colour photography 
including experiments in abstract light and form) 

“This one is a favourite since I have a Pentax and am surrounded by Canons in the club.........” 
A man is walking down the road when he sees a big bunch of people carrying fancy cameras with zoom lenses 
and overstuffed camera bags. Impressed by the huge arsenal of equipment they are carrying, the man goes for a 
closer look. Further scrutiny reveals that they all have new Canons except for one woman with a beaten up old 
Pentax. Curiosity piqued, the man approaches the woman with the Pentax and asks why she has chosen Pentax 
when all of the other pros are using Canon? 'You mean those guys?' replies the woman with the Pentax, ... 'Oh 
they are all members of the local amateur photography club. They just hired me to take their picture.'  
  
What matters most.......... 
A photographer went to a dinner party where he showed many of his photographs. The lady of the house said, 
those are very nice pictures, you must have a great camera. He said nothing, but when leaving for home offered 
the following compliment to the lady of the house "The meal was very nice, you must have great pots and pans." 

Web Sites:                                                                                               
http://www.fotoplanete.com/files/fotoplanete.html 
You can easily lose yourself for hours in this huge site by Patrick Chatelier. Over 2,500 photographs can be   

Editor’s note:    A few days ago, I received the following  e-mail from NPC 
member Sharon Thompson:  Hi Larry. So you want "stuff". That is a rather vague 
term....... Have you considered offering a few websites that take you to wondrous 
photographs? Agreed, this may be a bit of a "time waster" but it is such a 
pleasant diversion when you first wake up, the weather is bad, when you aren't 
going anywhere but really wish you were........ Sort of food for the soul...... Here 
are a couple to try but I warn you that you will get lost in the first one for quite a 
while. Sharon                http://www.fotoplanete.com/files/fotoplanete.html                
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/international-photo-contest/2009-galleries 
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Rainy Day Stuff!! cont’d……………can be found in 32 galleries, mostly arranged by country or city but with 
some specialty topic galleries as well. While best digested a gallery at a time, you can leap from the volcanoes of 
Sicily to the rice paddies of China and from the grandeur of NY's World Trade Towers to erotic art in Nepal. There 
is even a wildly improbable gallery that would be at home in a science fiction site. While I found the rich colour 
panoramas of African deserts stunning, the smaller, stark, black and white images of the same region blew me 
away.                                                                                                                                                                        

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/international-photo-contest/2009-galleries 
Who doesn't like to look at National Geographic photos? Here are all the 2009 (plus 2007 & 2008) contest entries 
from that publication. If you don't have time to browse them all, you can hit the "winners" button for the final 
choices. There is something for all tastes here, people, places, animals, things, weather, whatever. As for me, I 
was rooting for that peppermint shrimp to win - after all, hanging upside down underwater is not the easiest 
position  from which to photograph.  

 

 

 

                 

Editor’s note…… 

By sending me this e-mail, Sharon did not realize that she had         
“inadvertently” volunteered to contribute  pearls of wisdom,           
photographic  gems, sage advice, web sites and  “bits ‘n pieces” of  
what she refers to as “Rainy Day Stuff.”                               

She has submitted for this issue of the Monitor a nice selection       
of such materials  for NPC members to enjoy on rainy days or           
whenever – and wherever – you choose to do your reading!             

If you enjoy her additions to the newsletter, and I’m sure you          
will, give her a big hug the next time you see her, and say                  
“thank you, Sharon.”   Enjoy! 

 

          “Wings of Paradise”     

          Butterfly images captured by 
Outing Director, Bob Robertson, at the 
Cambridge Conservatory.                 
Should we be planning a visit to this 
fascinating site? Let Bob know if you are 
interested in going sometime soon.    
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Lisa Poirier sends us this image and note……….. 

                                                                                                          

 

 

Alasdair Gillespie submitted these beautiful sunflower images as well as this short note: 

“Paul Burnham planted the sunflower seeds for the owner of Jeff Fries, Jeff Sanders who owns a chip 
truck that visits the Burnham Market on Saturday's.  According to Paul Burnham, Jeff Sanders will use 
the money from the sale of the fries to work towards building houses  for people like their son Jeffrey, 
who has severe developmental handicaps.  The houses will be 
somewhere where they can live once their parents can no 
longer care for them.”                               

     
 

 

   

 

I'm currently attending a Freeman Patterson/Andre Gallant 
Workshop in St Martins, New Brunswick. 
This picture was taken in St Martins, at the town's wharf. St 
Martins is a picturesque little town south east of Saint John 
on the Bay of Fundy. As you can see, this picture was taken 
at low tide. 

  The group photographed at this location for several hours 
until the tide began to work its way back in. The fishermen 
began arriving in anticipation of high tide liberating their 
boats. 
The week is almost over and it has been a wonderful 
experience.  So long from the east coast!. 
Lisa 

Russ Donaldson sends the following… Hi everyone,  I'm going 
to be in Austria on September 6th ..... so will not be at the 
Camera Club meeting. The attached photo is my "Theme 
Challenge" entry for “Hanging Loose!”   
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Andreas Gada, following his NPC presentation on astralphotography, invited members to join him on an outing 
to his observatory a few nights later. By the light of a single light bulb, and his 
computer screen, this master astronomer flipped dials, pushed a few buttons and 
presto! we  were looking at objects millions of light years away.  

          we   

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

As much at home in total darkness as he is broad daylight, Andreas 
described the various features of the observatory and gave us a 
detailed account of its construction.  After leaving the observatory, 
we made our way outside and looked upward for celestial objects. 
The overcast conditions limited our view  and we had to content 
ourselves with just one or two sightings.   

As time passed, the temperature dropped and we gathered around  
a nice campfire and refreshed ourselves with coffee and doughnuts. 
(Thank you, Bonnie, for the tasty doughnuts!) 

  

 

And thank you, Andreas, for this 
fascinating outing. Hopefully, we can do 
this again – under less cloudy skies!               

 

NPC members on outing to 
Andreas  Gada’s 
observatory.   Images  by 
Lara  Robertson. 
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Andre Gallant Workshop 

The Napanee Photo Club is hosting a one-day workshop with André Gallant, a dynamic photographer 
and one of Canada’s best, who has been Freeman Patterson’s teaching partner in New Brunswick for 
many years.  Monday, October 25th at Loyalist College in Belleville.  Limited to 12 participants.  
Cost: $110.                                                                                                                                                      
Based on EXPRESSIONISM, this workshop explores the creativity behind expressive photography. 
André will discuss favorite techniques and show how these are created in Photoshop. Andre will also 
demonstrate his panning technique, and explain how he obtains his result. After a quick Photoshop 
demo, our group will go out for demonstrations in the field as well as some shooting time.                 
8:00 - 9:00am, Lecture;  9:00 - 12:30pm, Photography Field trip (to be determined);                          
12:30 - 1:30pm Lunch                                                                                                                                   
1:30 - 3:30pm,  time for processing your work. You will need to choose 4 pictures for evaluation.          
3:45 - 5:00 pm  Evaluation - Discussion of your images 

r work. 

David O'Rourke has sent out a plea for someone to volunteer to spend an hour, or so, with him at a Tim Hortons 
one day (coffee on him) to give him a crash course on Lightroom 2 (which he bought recently but just sits there 
in front of it, face glazed, weeping silently).  He says anyone who is willing to help him will go straight to 
heaven.   (Editor’s  note – this may be the only chance some of you will ever have!!!)                                                       
His email address is:  davidorourke@cogeco.ca    
 
  

                                       ….. And anyone who 
has tried to capture sharp  images of fish jumping up – and through – the fish ladder will know how rare and 
precious these two phoptographs are.  Well done, David! 

                                                                                                                                                                  

                     

Answer to question: “What is this?”       
An extremely rare species of “Brain-
Seeking” butterfly…..dying of starvation 
and about to become extinct! 
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             “Making Connections”     
                                                                                                       

ith the shorter days and cooler weather now upon us, Mother Nature is starting to produce her 
own array of colourful images. Over the next few weeks, we will be presented with spectacular 
vistas as the amount of green chlorophyll in the foliage decreases, thus allowing other colourful 
chemicals to be displayed in the leaves. As I am thinking about colourful images, I find my 

thoughts drifting back to an old hermit who lived in a one-room shack on a country lane running adjacent to 
the farm where I grew up. He had no electricity, no in-door plumbing nor any of the innumerable comforts we 
take for granted in our homes today. Smoke from his constantly lit pipe and kerosene lantern had produced 
such an accumulation of sooty grime on the panes of his one, and only, bare window, that it was impossible 
for outsiders to peer in. 
As dark, dreary and smelly as the interior of this hovel was, the exterior was a picture of incredible beauty.  
This old man had two passions. One of them was flowers. What he lacked for colourful décor inside his home, 
he had in great profusion, outdoors. His property was adorned with perfumed beds of primroses, daylilies, 
crocuses, tulips, irises, peonies, azaleas, pansies and petunias, just to name a few. Although he knew the 
scientific name for every plant, he delighted in using their common descriptions. Bouncing Betty, Bastard 
Toadflax, and Lady-of-the-Night are a few that I can still recall.  The derivation of these names was never clear 
to me, then or now.   
There were flowers growing everywhere! Flowering vines were doing their best to cover the charred and 
crumbling remains of an old farmhouse nearby where some tragic event had occurred many years before I 
was born.  The pathway from the road to his little hut had mounds of colours on both sides which, 
approaching his home, all coalesced into a coherent mass of attractively arrayed beds. One larger and 
especially beautiful floral arrangement was located immediately in front of his one and only window. At one 
end of this bed, two pieces of wood, about three feet long, had been angled into each other to form a support 
for a profusion of vines, shrubs and flowers.  Next to these, this old hermit had fashioned a stool out of an old 
tree stump. It was here where he often sat and indulged in his other passion – playing his violin. 
On one occasion, when I had dared to go inside for a short visit, I noticed a photograph of a middle-aged 
woman and a young child, perhaps four or five years old. Out of youthful curiosity, I asked, “Who are these 
people?” Not being very talkative, he replied, they were his wife and son. When I then asked, “Where do they 
live? Where are they now?” he looked at me for a moment and then shifted his gaze to look out his window.  
Without another word, he picked up his violin and, tucking it under his whiskered chin, slowly began to play 
“Somewhere Over The Rainbow.”  After a moment, or two, I noticed that his eyes had gotten teary, from the 
smoke curling up from his pipe, or so I assumed at the time. Then, sensing there was something going on that 
I didn’t fully understand, I slipped quietly outside, the music ringing in my ears and my question still 
unanswered, As I walked along his path, I stopped to take another look at the larger flower bed in front of his 
window. Bending over, I noticed that the two sticks supporting the huge mass of vines and flowers were 
actually in the shape of a cross, with a short inscription carved into one of the sticks. As I stood up, I thought 
for a moment of the photograph on his wall, and then,  with sudden clarity, everything connected – the 
charred remains of the old farmhouse, the photograph of his missing wife and child, the sorrowful rendition 
of a favorite melody, the inscribed cross, his tears and his family of flowers. Then, I understood! 
 

W 
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The Last Word cont’d………. 
 
Now, many years later, with my passion for photography, I sometimes think of the image I would capture of 
the old hermit sitting on his tree stump, playing his violin. Knowing the significance of that particular 
flowerbed, I can imagine how I would compose that photograph. On the other hand, maybe this would be an 
image best left uncaptured.  Having it in my mind’s eye is enough. 
 

 
 
The NPC  outing to the Gut, Sept. 25, will provide opportunities to capture images such as these 
submitted by Bob Robertson……… 

                                                                        
                                                                    

                                                                 NPC  Executive    

President –  Brian Hart  905 797 2478    

Debara Piercey – Secretary  905 377 8077    

Diego Fabris - Membership   905 372 0368 

Outings – Bob Robertson  905 372 5640 

Out reach – Wendy Thorn  705 395 1952  

  

Vice President –  Ray Williams  905 885 4309 

Treasurer –  Bill Bates  905 372 0256 

Audio Visual – Andreas Gada  705 924 3109 

Program/Newsletter – Larry Keeley  905 885 9288 

Past President – John Draper  905 372 5839 

 

 

 

     Please visit our website at       
www.northumberlandphoto.ca. 

 


