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President’s Message…..Brian Hart 

    At the last club meeting a new feature called “Photo Evaluation” was implemented.   

This change represented the culmination of experience gained over the last several years in 
attempting to find a way to enrich the learning environment for our members while not 
inadvertently changing the open, collaborative and informal nature of the club.  From the 
feedback the Executive has received, it is apparent that we are on the right track and as we 
go forward with this format we will make it even more effective based on feedback from our 
members.  Again, I continue to be impressed with the wide range of talents, skills and 

interests of our membership as we are able to support the evaluation activity so adequately from within our 
membership.   Apart from improving our image capture skills, this evaluation process will also help us become 
better judges of our own efforts; a skill that we all find difficult and certainly perplexing when others discard what 
we think is worthy.                                                                                                                                                                     

The impetus for making this change came from the recently completed survey.  Another brewing issue 

that was confirmed in the survey was the need to provide some technical support for the members, especially for 
those who are less experienced photographers.  The Executive has been reluctant to address this need at our 
regular monthly club meetings because there just is not enough time without cutting back significantly on the 
review of images.  Whenever we do get into a technical discussion it is very difficult to constrain it to a specific time 
slot.  As a compromise we are going to introduce an extra club meeting in April to address technical issues only.  
We will develop the agenda between now and then based on our perception of need and the feedback we get.  The 
format of the meeting will be set to accommodate the topics to be covered.  If we find this to be successful, the 
opportunity exists to create regularly scheduled technical meetings on perhaps a bi-monthly basis (to be 
determined).  This is an exciting innovation that we are attempting in order to benefit our membership- always the 
bottom line in what we are all about!                                                                                                                                                  

Make sure to sign up for SAFARI.  It will be a wonderful experience on many different levels.  A 

marvelous opportunity to improve your skills and learn from the life-time accomplishments of two of Canada’s 
foremost nature photographers.    

  IN THIS ISSUE : President’s Message – 1; Featured Photographer – 2;  NPC Outings – 5;  Russ Donaldson – 7;  
Travels with Al - 9; NPC Bulletin Board – 10; More Travels with Al – 14;  The Last Page – 15.                   
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NPC’S   FEATURED 

              PHOTOGRAPHER……  

                        BOB BELL                                                                        

    

        

                          

 

      

 

 

 

 

When/how did you develop an interest in photography? “ My Dad was into home movies and my older 
brother was into still photography. I picked up their enthusiasm for photography when I was about 14 
and have become more and more enthused as the years have passed.“   

 

“My greatest love – in photography, is 
nature.” 

     

 

 

Place of birth: Moose Jaw, Sask; Residential area: 
Oshawa; Occupation: Computer Teacher, Ret.                    
Places travelled to: Many European countries, most of 
Central & South America, Russia, Egypt, Morocco, 
Kenya, Tanzania. I have also lived in Vancouver, 
Victoria, Calgary and Kingston.                                             
Favorite hobbies/pastimes: Photography & computers 
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Bob Bell capturing great images!  

When/where do you do most of your 
photography?  “In local nature areas and 
on trips and club outings.” 

What are your favourite subjects to photograph? “In addition to nature, I enjoy street photography and 
architecture…… pretty much anything; however, I have to say that my real love is nature.” 

            

 

Which camera(s), makes and models do you 
use?   A Canon ZD is my ‘main’ camera; 
however, I also have a Nikon D60 which I use 
quite a bit as well as a couple of “point and shooters”.   
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Bob Bell, cont’d….. 

               

 

   Share with us a memorable event you 
have experienced with your photography…. 

“ I went on an African safari in 2002.  I’d 
dreamed of seeing Africa and, in particular, 
the Serengeti, since I was a boy. Through 
my life, my love of nature and photography 
had  continued to grow stronger. To find 
myself, finally, on the Serengeti Plains, as 
well as other famous East African parks and 
see the spectacle of migrating wildebeasts, 
elephants, cheetahs and dozens of other 
kinds of animals made me feel I had died 
and gone to heaven! I saw hundreds of 
zebras roaming free, thousands of 
flamingos at Lake Nakuru, pods of hippos in river pools, and the list goes on and on. What an 
incredible world we live in!  

(Editor’s note: Bob, we do, indeed, live in an incredible world and, as your photographs show, a world 
of incredible beauty. Thanks for sharing these amazing images with us. Let’s talk to our Outings 
Director about organizing a safari to this part of the world!!) 
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        The More – the Merrier!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos submitted by David O’rourke – Outings 
Director 
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 Debbie Funchion….I spent a delightful morning at Lynde 

Shores Conservation Area today with fellow NPC’rs. The weather was 
perfect with blue sky and temperatures that didn’t freeze any fingers. 
There were plenty of geese and ducks on the frozen marsh and what I 

really enjoyed seeing was the bright orange feet of the ducks. They just 
stood out. Our hosts through the wooded area were the chickadees, and as 
usual, were looking for a hand out with some seeds. Once we were through 
the woods, red dogwood branches blazoned the fields and made a great 
view from the lookout. I thought you might enjoy this photo of a chickadee enjoying a birds-eye view from the same lookout 
where I was enjoying the same view too. Our outing ended with lunch at a nearby eatery and much happy chatter.  (Debbie)  

Terry 
Self:  
“Focus on 
Fences” 

In one of the 
sections of the 
city of Santiago 
de Cuba, there are several mansions dating to the 1800's. 
The most dominant being the Bacardi (think rum) 

family's estate. These buildings have been renovated (or are being renovated) to be used as government offices, 
schools, restaurants, etc. As all of the buildings are 
surrounded by wrought iron fences, that is where I focused 
for these images. The camera was set on Manual or 
aperture priority at f5.6, in order to keep the emphasis on 
the fences and to let the buildings be slightly out of focus. 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and photos this page submitted by 
Debbie Funchion (Lynde Shores 
Conservation outing) and Terry Self on 
a visit to Santiago de Cuba. 
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 Russ Donaldson Presents……. 

 

What Is Visual Weight? And How Visual Weight 
Helps Your Photos   (David Peterson) 
tips@digital-photo-secrets.com) -Submitted by 
Russ Donaldson 

“There’s a term photographers use when discussing 
the finer points of framing and composition. For 
many, it’s absolutely critical to making your photos 
interesting and well-designed. That term is “visual 
weight,” and it’s everywhere. You can find it once you 
notice it’s there. For example, some parts of a photo 
carry more visual weight because they stand in stark contrast to their surroundings. 

A strange sensation!! How can the things we see have any kind of weight when they aren’t actually 
present? Psychologists have another special term for this. They call it synesthesia.  It’s what happens 
when one sensory system triggers another. In this case, your visual system is giving you a distinctly 
kinesthetic feeling. It is as if you can feel the elements in the scene.                                                                              
Our visual weight system works by assigning a psychological form of “heaviness” to different things we 
see. There are a few general rules that determine how much weight gets assigned to any particular 
element in a scene.                                                                                                                                              
Large = Heavier. Bigger things tend to be heavier and more attention getting. They get a bigger heaviness 
score by default.                                                                                                                                                                    
Dark = Heavier. Darker objects seem heavier, especially when the rest of the scene is relatively light.                          
High Contrast = Heavier. This is similar to the above rule. A high contrast subject will draw attention to 
itself. It has more visual weight.                                                                                                                              
Complex = Heavier. You can give something more weight by turning it into a large aggregate of smaller 
things. Your brain naturally groups them together.                                                                                                        
Light Colored = Lighter. The less saturated a color (like sky blue), the less visual weight it has. You need 
a lot of it to balance out the heavier elements in a scene.                                                                                                 
Actually Heavy = Heavier. I know it seems like such an obvious thing to say, but if something (cont’d…>) 
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Russ Donaldson -  “Visual Weight” cont’d…..   

 ……actually weighs a lot, it gets more visual weight too. A barbell can sometimes command more 
attention than the arm that is lifting it.                                                                                                                                      
Interesting placement = Heavier objects placed in the corners or about 1/3 into the frame automatically 
have more visual weight due to the rule of thirds.                                                                                                             
It’s all about balance:                                                                                           
Different parts of a scene will have more or less visual weight depending on all of the above factors  Put 
everything together, and the image balances out.  By “balance,” I mean a very specific thing. Visual 
balance has to do with what your eye does when you look at a photo. If your eye is too attracted to one 
part of the image, it tends to get stuck there, resulting in an uneasy feeling. The image won’t seem 
interesting because you will literally feel constrained by the lack of balance.  Here’s the beautiful thing 
about visual weight. You know it when you see it. Sit back, observe a photo, and let your senses guide 
you.  (The rest of this article cannot be included in this newsletter. To continue, please go to: David Peterson 
<tips@digital-photo-secrets.com) 

Macro Photography  Macro photography is the art of photographing small objects like flowers and bugs. 
Here are some tips for fantastic macro photography. 

Start to train your eye to see macro opportunities. You’ll be surprised at the objects you’ll want to 
capture : Stamps, Paper Clips, Coins, Pins etc. Some of the best subjects are provided by Nature – 
Flowers, Plants, Bugs and Leaves. 

 Try getting in really close to everyday objects such as the wood grain of a table, the veins of leaves, 
the texture of gravel or the worn look of a slippery slide. 

 Use a flash if there isn’t much light – but be careful because at this close range the flash could over 
expose the subject and image. A ‘Ring Flash’ unit can help. This clips onto the front of the lens 
and can give a softer effect. 

 If your camera has trouble focussing at close range, try moving away a little and use the optical 
zoom to incease your magnification. 

 Try purchasing a ‘close up lens’ that attaches to the end of your camera’s filter thread. This is a 
great alternative if your camera doesn’t have an inbuilt macro, but does have a thread to attach 
filters. 

 Use a small white card to fill any shadows in the image. Shadows can be a problem if you are 
shooting in bright sunlight, or using an overhead lamp. Any single light source will cause shadows. 

 Increase your ISO setting so you can use faster shutter speeds. This will ensure your images will 
be as sharp and clear as possible. Don’t increase your ISO too far as you’ll get a very ‘noisy’ 
image. 

 Use a tripod as much as possible to eliminate camera shake and to be sure your camera’s focus is 
right. 

 Don’t use the optical viewfinder. Because of ‘parallax’, the image you see in the optical viewfinder 
will not be the same as what the camera sees… Particularly for macro shots. 
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   Well, I received the message that items were wanted for the 
Monitor, so I went to the ROM/University of Toronto outing, going to Lynde Shores Conservation Area 
on Monday. Have not gone anywhere else so I guess I’ll go and read the paper. It is Sunday. Why am I 
reading the Saturday paper on Sunday? Well, give me a shake (hold it,  like Bond, James Bond, I am 
always stirred, never shaken). Remember that I went for a tour on Saturday afternoon all the way down 
to Nawautin Nature Sanctuary, all of say maybe 4 – 5 klicks from my front door. Never went down there 
before to look around, must have been the travelling time. It is really a very nice place. You can walk the 
whole thing in about ten minutes, but really nicely laid out, with the ponds, bridges, bird feeder, nesting 
boxes, and a covered bridge all along the shores of Lake Ontario. So I give you 2 from Nawautin Nature 
Sanctuary, 1 from Hartop Conservation Area, about 1-1/2 minutes to the west from Nawautin. This one 
is special: it is for Dawn. Tree in a Snow Covered Field. Enjoy.    

                                                                                        “Waiting For Summer” 
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Ontario Photographers’ Rights     (Internet document  submitted by Bob Robertson) 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms  
Everyone in Canada has the fundamental freedom of thought, belief, opinion, and expression, including the freedom of press 
and other media of communication.  
Basically this provides every Canadian the freedom to take photographs and use methods to share those photographs. This 
does not mean that those photographs may be used in any and all manners that the photographer wishes though.  
Privacy Act  
 provide personal privacy to individuals when in public.  
In fact the privacy act only protects personal information that is submitted to the government.  
Privacy Act, 2.: The purpose of this Act is to extend the present laws of Canada that protect the privacy of individuals with respect 
to personal information about themselves held by a government institution and that provide individuals with a right of access to 
that information.  
Where can I photograph?  
 A photographer can take a photo anywhere that the photographer is legally allowed to be. This includes but is not limited to:  
� Your own property  
� Public property  
� Private property with permission of owner  
 
The laws regarding where you can legally be are beyond the scope of this pamphlet to properly describe and annotate  
 Unless otherwise notified a photographer may take photographs when legally on private property.  
What can I photograph?  
 Assuming no others laws are being broken you may photograph anything you can see.  
Despite common misconceptions this includes:  
� Children (School boards are often requested by parents/guardians to not allow their children to be photographed.  Ed.) 
� Accidents  
� Fire scenes  
� Infrastructure  
� Residential buildings  
� Industrial buildings  
� Criminal activity  
� Law enforcement officers  
 
The most notable exception and basic rule of thumb on whether the subject was legally photographed is considered 
“reasonable expectation of privacy”.  
Anybody that has a “reasonable expectation of privacy” cannot be legally photographed, even if other laws are being followed.  
For example, a couple in an intimate embrace cannot be photographed from the sidewalk through their window. If the couple 
were outside and in the same embrace then they could be photographed legally.  
Who owns a photograph?  
Ontario does not have a law that gives each person a right to their image. This means that an image of a person is solely owned 
by the creator of that image.  
A notable exception to this is when a photographer is working for somebody else. Then, unless otherwise stated through 
contract, the employer owns the copyright to the image.  
Can I be forced to delete photos?  
With very few exceptions nobody can force you to destroy your personal property. This means you cannot be forced to delete 
memory cards or expose your roll of film.  
Notable exception is where the photograph jeopardizes national security.  
 
 
 > (Excellent u-tube video)  http://www.youtube.com/v/xHkq1edcbk4?version=3   Submitted by Bob Kearns   
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NPC Bulletin Board……..cont’d 
 

Where can I get more information online?  
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/charter/  
Criminal Code of Canada: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-46/  
Trespass to property act: http://www.canadalegal.com/gosite.asp?s=1900  
Privacy Act: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/p-21/index.html  
General overview and links: http://ambientlight.ca/  
 (Brian McCartney is a member of the Cobourg and District Senior's Camera Club and has shared this 

information in a pdf attachment about rules for photographing in Ontario.  Regards, Bob) 

> Pat Calder has an interesting question: “what is your opinion of artists who want to paint from your 
photographs? I have been asked 4X since Christmas and I'm beginning to get a very possessive feeling 
about my horse images. I did not feel this way about my flower images, or landscapes. Now I want to say: 
how would you feel if I photographed your painting, manipulated it in photoshop and sold it?” (This 
might be a good question to ask Dorette Carter at our April meeting.  Ed.) 

> Roy Cartwright submits  “Best memory cards for digital cameras.”  Well worth watching!!! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=VUw9T4Skfgg 

> CLIC Eastern Ontario Photo Show Photographers!  submitted by Sue Barclay.                                                                          

The CLIC Eastern Ontario Photo Show committee is busy at work planning the 2012 Show, planned for August 4th to 12th, 
2012 once again in the second floor gallery of Books & Company on Main Street in Picton, Ontario.We are excited about this 
year’s event and look forward to your continued participation and support. More details and the application for the 2012 
show can be found on our website at www.easternontariophotoshow.com. The website is being updated regularly, so more 
information is still to come. Be sure to check the site from time to time for more updates.                                                                           
We are faced, as all arts endeavors are, to find the resources necessary to make CLIC a sustainable event. At this point, we 
would like to invite you to help us identify individuals and businesses beyond the boundaries of Prince Edward County who 
might be interested in being a sponsor or donor to our event. Because the organizing committee consists only of volunteers, all 
of whom reside in the County, we are looking to you to help us to identify potential resources that might exist in your 
community whom we could contact.  If you have any suggestions please contact me at susannebarclay@gmail.com. Your 
assistance with this would be so appreciated. We look forward to hearing from you.                                                                                        

(Sue Barclay - Co-chair CLIC Eastern Ontario Photo Show www.easternontariophotoshow.com)  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 Lakeshore photos 
captured and 
submitted by Eileen 
Mountain 
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NPC Bulletin Board cont’d………. 

>Carol Martin Desaulniers submits the following notice:  Friday March 30, 2012 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Living Green in Quinte presents “Celebrating Living Green: Success Through Community Action” 
featuring musical guest Sarah Harmer and environmental activist & speaker Franke James.                                 
Canadian singer/songwriter and activist, Sarah Harmer, sounds reinvigorated and positively charged on 
her first album in five years (Oh Little Fire). In the years after touring her last studio release, the Polaris 
Prize-nominated “I’m a Mountain”, she set music aside to focus on political and environmental 
campaigns, helping to shepherd PERL (Protecting Escarpment Rural Land), the organization she co-
founded. Franke James, tells how she is fighting back in “Banned On The Hill”, after being blacklisted 
by the Harper Government for speaking up about climate change and against dirty oil.                                             
For more information please visit www.quintesustainability.ca                                                                                     
Ticket Pricing:$25.00 + HST + ticket service fee 

>Message from President Brian Hart: 
 
 Members: I am very pleased to inform you about a change to the regular routine of our Northumberland 
Photography Club meetings. The survey of members’ opinions as well as the comments of individual 
members to the executive indicated a growing preference to approach the evaluation of images in a more 
rigorous way so as to enhance the learning experience for everyone. There has been a reluctance in the 
past to address this subject for fear that “critical” evaluation of photographs would create unacceptable 
tensions and would in fact deter members from wanting to show their images. Experience has shown; 
however, that a less structured substitute in the form of “Photographer’s Choice” has not been effective 
in creating either the learning environment or the constructive dialogue anticipated.  
Building on this experience and the desire to enhance the value of our meetings, we are introducing the 
following changes. The Photographer’s Choice category will still be part of the meeting to allow members 
to display their best efforts but it will be structured in the same slide show format as the Outings and 
Theme photos. There will be no comment or “evaluation” of the individual images as they are displayed.  
A new element will be added to the program for images that our members wish to be examined by a 
panel of two members from within the club. The images will be submitted to a separate e-mail address 
and will be displayed anonymously without any indication of who captured the image. A panel of two 
members will constructively give their impressions of the image for the benefit of everyone present. 
Experience will indicate the number of photos that we will be able to review in this manner as time is 
always a constraint.  
It is intended that the panel will change over time, ensuring that different perspectives are brought to the 
table in order that we do not fall into the situation of being stylized and predictable in our acceptance of 
what is “great” photography.  
The executive views this as a learning experience. We can adapt the process over time to make it more 
effective but our intention is clear, that we are trying to raise the bar in terms of the effectiveness of our 
meetings in addressing the needs of our members.  
You will be getting specific instructions from Andreas as to the submission of images for the February 
meeting. Please consider submitting an image so we can all learn from your efforts!  
Tickets will be on sale at the February meeting for our Safari ** in May. This annual seminar is going to 
be an exciting event to participate in. Be sure to get on board!  
Thank you for your feedback and your desire to make this club excel.    (Brian Hart, President) 
(**’Safari’ refers to the NPC Spring production which includes workshops, outings, luncheon and guest 
presentation by John and Janet Foster – outstanding award-winning nature photographers. Ed.)   
 



"The Human Bean" at 80 King Street West 
Cobourg. (289-252-0707) 
Friday, March 2 from 4pm until 6pm. 
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NPC Bulletin Board…….. 

  

 

 

Please join me for an opening celebration 
of my latest PhotographicArt at:  
 

Following the opening 
celebration, Cliff Bell-Smith 
and  I will be hosting an 
“After Party” get- together at my home at: 458 William Street in Cobourg 
with refreshments, wine and nibblies.                                                                     
The show runs for the month of March so if you can't make the opening 
please drop by to see my new work and enjoy the wonderful coffee! 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

 

ALL MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

      CAROL ANNE CHERRY 

  PHOTOGRAPHIC ART SHOW 

Proper Sensing Cleaning Tutorial – A “must see” submitted by Roy Cartwright for any 
members contemplating cleaning dust particles from their digital cameras…… 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d908uZZ2EnA 

>ITEMS FOR SALE: 

1. Instead of letting your used DSLR gather dust, I’d be interested in buying it as I make the 
move from Point & Shoot to DSLR. Please email me at lyndaghent@hotmail.com. (David 
O’Rourke) 

2. If you are interested in a second battery for your Nikon D40 D40X D60 D3000 or D5000 SLR 
Digital Camera, I have a EN-EL9a EN-EL9e Li-Ion Rechargeable Battery I will sell for half 
price. David O’Rourke:  davidorourke@cogeco.ca  
 

        3.  Logan Compact Mat Cutter.  Excellent Condition. $75.  (Larry Keeley) 
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More Travels with Al………. 

Larry and I were going.  We waited until about ten after 8 then 
left.  It was a glorious day, no wind, bright sun and mild 
temperatures.   Our first stop  was Burleigh Falls. We had 
snow on the ground, deep blue skies, and fast flowing waters - 

all the ingredients 
for  great images.   
 
 
 After about a half hour,   we 
headed into Bancroft to - you 
guessed it,  “Tim's”, for lunch. 
While there, we noticed a pair 
of ice climbers across the road 
climbing the ice falls, so we 
crossed and captured some 

images.   
  
After lunch. I phoned Bill Ellison, an artist who lives just south of 
Bancroft.  Bill does what he calls “digital painting”. I think his work is 
mind blowing!   So we arrived at Bill’s and are greeted by his wife Gail.   
Bill had printed out some 8.5 x 11s to show me since I had last seen him in 
November.  Larry is quite amazed at what he sees.  

                                                                                   
Too much to tell you about Bill’s 
work. (You will have to visit his 
studio to fully appreciate his 
artwork. LK)   
 After about an hour and a 
half we left to try to get to 
Millbrook to shoot  the old 
mill before we lost the 
light. We made it with 
some light to spare.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So that is what happened on this episode of 
Travel’s with Al. 
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                         Text and photos by  Larry Keeley 

 “…..but all I have is a little ‘point ‘n shoot’ camera. I can’t 
capture any images worth lookin’ at with this little thing!”  I 
shook my head in total disagreement. “Look” I said, “several 
of our members are using nothing but point ‘n shooters. Take 
a look at some of their photos sometime. They’re beautiful. 
And” – here I stopped  a moment for more emphasis, “not 
only do they take great photos, they proudly submit them to 
our newsletters and exhibitions.”   

 I guess my exasperation with  people whose attitude is that 
only  ‘big cameras’ can capture worthwhile photos had 
reached the breaking point and I had to vent my feelings. A 
camera is nothing but a tool for recording light variations. Admittedly, so-called bigger cameras have more devices 
to work with; however, it’s the “eye behind the camera” that decides how and when to capture an image. Many 
beautiful photos have been made with nothing but a film inside a box with a pin hole to let the light through..  

Another of my pet peeves – often made with a twisted compression of the lips and a tilt of the head, is that any eye-

catching photograph has been “photoshopped”! OK, folks. Getting beyond this infatuation is lonnng overdue. 

Yes, we use digital cameras and yes, we manipulate our images and yes, we sometimes push our images a bit too 

far. However, to condemn all beautiful photographs for having been “shopped” is to deny a photographer much 

deserved credit for his/her artistic creativity. Today’s  photo-editing programs have simply replaced 
yesterday’s darkrooms where, it should be noted, Ansel Adams, Alfred Steiglitz, Annie Leibovittz, Anne 
Geddes and many, many earlier photographers all mastered the art of image manipulation. 

Why judges reject some of our photographs for exhibitions is another matter that interests me. Many of 
our members recently submitted photographs for the Art Gallery of Northumberland’s multi-media 
display. Several of these members were disappointed to find that many of their photographs had been 

rejected by the jury members. When asked why so many of these 
submissions were not accepted, Dorette Carter, curator for the Art Gallery, 
explained that “Everyone has a camera these days and everyone thinks 
he/she is a photographer. If a photographer’s work is to be accepted, it has 
to be different, somehow. The images we have seen countless times, again 
and again, are not going to make it.” And image manipulation in our 
editing programs is often frowned upon by the judges! To help us, as 
photographers, have our photographs accepted by jury members, we have 
asked Dorette to address this issue at our April meeting. Hopefully, her 
suggestions will make it easier for us to “get past the jury members” at the 
Picton  CLIC Exhibition coming up later in August. About 14 of our NPC 
members had their work accepted at last year’s CLIC Exhibition. With 

Dorette’s suggestions, we might exceed that number this year.  Thank you to all who submitted material 
for this issue of our newsletter. It is greatly appreciated!   


