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President’s Message                                              

.....submitted by Ray Williams 

Welcome everyone to 2017.  It seems hard to believe 

that we are starting a new year.   Maybe it is just I but 

does time seem more fleeting than it did in the past?  No 

one can say that 2016 was not an interesting year.  At 

least I found the year had so many twists and turns, 

highs and lows it was hard to keep abreast of the rapid changes we were bombarded with on 

a daily basis.  I only hope that some of your highs revolved around photography.  I trust 

everyone is strapped in for what I anticipate to be a very interesting 2017.  I am not one to 

make New Year resolutions; it seems I break them faster than I can make them.   We may not 

be able to keep the resolution to stay away from the French fries, eat more vegetables, or 

spend more time involved in physical activity but perhaps there are some photography 

resolutions we can make that will be easier to maintain.  Writer Mark Twain wrote: “Twenty 

years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than by the 

ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade 

winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” I certainly would not put myself in the same 

journalistic category as Mark Twain and it may be a little presumptuous to think I could 

possibly improve on his words, but I think I can enhance his quote in one small way.  I believe 

he should have ended his quote: “Explore. Dream. Discover. Take a lot of photographs.”    

With that in mind, here are a few resolutions you may consider: 

 1. Stop Hiding Behind Self Doubt;   not everyone is terrified to show their work.  This is 

evident by the 39 photographers who 

submitted slides to our Christmas 

meeting and the number of members 

who enter CLIC each year.  But there are 

still some who suffer from self-doubt.   
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 It can be scary to post a photo or enter a photography exhibit and have to face the chance 

that you will be rejected.  But no one gets anywhere by playing it safe. You will never be 

completely confident trying something for the first time but playing outside your comfort 

zone is the way we improve. 

 2. Seek Useful Critique; don’t rely on your family to give you good feedback about your 

pictures.  They are probably too biased and also probably don’t know anything about 

photography.  Seek out other photographers who are respected in their field to get their 

feedback and if the feedback is not as good as you had hoped for keep your mouth shut and 

don’t try to defend your work.  You asked them for honest feedback and did not seek them 

out just to get praise. 

3. Don’t use your gear as an excuse; we all would like to have the latest and greatest 

photography equipment but the reality is it is expensive, and is changing faster than you can 

purchase it.  The equipment does not make a good photographer.    I was told by a 

photographer in Melbourne with whom I had a workshop  that the most important part of 

photography was your brain, your eyes and your feet.  Use them to get better.  The new 

equipment may come at some time but your equipment should not be the excuse for not 

taking more and better images. 

Happy New Year to all and have a great photography year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray Williams’ photos 
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    FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER                                                       

           Patricia Torpey 

Place of birth:  England 

Current residential area:  Cobourg 

Occupation:  Interior design retail stores with textiles 
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Places you have travelled to:  

England, Ireland, Scotland, 

France,  Belgium, Portugal, Spain, 

Italy, Germany, Austria, 

Lithuania, Czechoslovakia, Russia, 

Cuba, United States, Bermuda, 

Barbados. 

 

Favourite hobbies & pastimes:  

photography, visiting art galleries, 

touring, beachwalking. 

 

When/how  did you develop an interest 

in photography?  I wanted to 

photograph  some of the great scenes I 

saw while travelling. My art courses taught me the importance of composition. 
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Where do you do most of your 

photography? Urban and countryside, 

lakes and wildlife areas. 

Which camera(s) do you use?            

I have a Canon EOS Rebel. 

 

What are your favourite subjects to 

photograph? Very often scenery; 

however, it varies. If it’s an interesting 

shot I will take it. 
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Please share with us an amusing or memorable event.    

One day, while travelling along HWY 28, I ventured into a pasture to capture 

photos of a herd of cattle. Attempting to get a close shot, I tripped and sprained 

my ankle. Needless to say, I did not get that shot!  My goal now is to have my 

camera ready at all times... and look out for tripping hazards! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

``This will only be of interest to 

nature lovers.``  

 

A  'squirrel village' on our walk the 

other day. There were 11 nests ... 

some were  abandoned.  A family 

affair with a few generations 

involved I expect. 

 

Bob Bell photo 
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Outings Column by David O’Rourke  

  The Club enjoyed two excellent outings in December and a 

“challenging” overnight trip to Niagara Falls in early January.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, December 4th, eleven of us made the drive to Madoc  for “Christmas at O’Hara 

Mill Homestead and Conservation Area.” The pioneer buildings, the carolers, the old mill and 

the covered bridge gave us ample opportunity to practice our night photography, though 

when it gets dark in the country, it really gets dark, and finding our way back to our cars was 

a little tricky. We then drove to a local pub and 

finished off the evening with an excellent meal, 

though poor Doug Johnson might still be waiting for 

his order. Check out Doug’s website sometime for 

examples of really superb street and nature 

photography: http://www.dougjohnsonphoto.com.   

http://www.dougjohnsonphoto.com/
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On Thursday, December 15th, we stayed 

closer to home and shot in Cobourg. 

Originally the Outing was planned to 

allow members to shoot the sunset and 

Christmas lights at the waterfront, 

Rotary Harbourfront Park, and King 

Street, but with the intense cold that 

evening the Outing morphed into 

shooting whatever the hell you wanted 

to in Cobourg. Happily, at 6 pm we all met – over twenty of us - in the Cat & Fiddle. It wasn’t 

the Woodlawn Inn, but the food was hot and many of us enjoyed a cup of good cheer. We 

even had a waitress who had studied photography in community college. Well, at least that’s 

what she said while we were busy trying to calculate what kind of tip to leave her! 

 

Finally, five of us – Janet Taylor, Pat Romano, 

Ray Williams, Allan Short, and yours truly 

headed to Niagara Falls on January 10-11 hoping to shoot one of the great natural wonders of 

the world. Actually, Janet and Pat went 

down a day early, and that was a good 

move because it poured rain on the 10th, 

which made shooting the Falls at night a 

heck of a challenge. Hopefully, it led to a 

number of interesting shots, but I sure felt 

badly about getting everyone there only to 

have the weather turn out so badly.    
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   Tech  Tips 
 

       By    Patrick Romano 

Clean your own camera sensor. Here is a good tutorial for 

those who want to see how dirty their sensor is and how to clean it 

yourself. If clicking on this URL does not work, you may have to 

copy and paste it on your browser.  

http://f64academy.com/clean-camera-sensor/?mc_cid=fc451f1eef&mc_eid=4d8b764277 

Free passes to all National Parks across Canada in 2017.  Get yours now! 

http://www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/parksb2c 

Winter is  here.  Many members may be looking at heading south for the winter or even just 
away somewhere different for a holiday.   I have included below a few URLs giving you tips on 
how to be safe and have fun while taking phenomenal photographical memories. 

How to Travel Safely with Your Camera Gear 

http://digital-photography-school.com/travel-safely-camera-
gear/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Nov-1016 

Step by Step Plan for Backing Up Your Images While Traveling 

http://digital-photography-school.com/plan-backing-up-images-while-traveling/ 

How to Go Beyond the Hero Image and Get Real Storytelling Photos 

http://digital-photography-school.com/beyond-hero-real-storytelling-photos/ 

Shooting Festivals and Events – Tips for Travel Photographers 

http://digital-photography-school.com/festivals-events-travel-photographers/ 

5 Lessons Learned While Using a Kit Lens for Travel Photography 

http://digital-photography-school.com/kit-lens-travel-photography/ 

Photo Editing Workflow for Travel Photography 

http://digital-photography-school.com/photo-editing-workflow-for-travel-photography/ 

http://www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/en/parksb2c
http://digital-photography-school.com/travel-safely-camera-gear/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Nov-1016
http://digital-photography-school.com/travel-safely-camera-gear/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Nov-1016
http://digital-photography-school.com/plan-backing-up-images-while-traveling/
http://digital-photography-school.com/beyond-hero-real-storytelling-photos/
http://digital-photography-school.com/festivals-events-travel-photographers/
http://digital-photography-school.com/kit-lens-travel-photography/
http://digital-photography-school.com/photo-editing-workflow-for-travel-photography/
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The Fine Line Between Travel Photography and Having a family Vacation   

http://digital-photography-school.com/fine-line-travel-photography-family-vacation/ 

Simple Tips to Improve your Travel Photography – Include People in Your Images - 

http://digital-photography-school.com/simple-tips-to-improve-your-travel-photography-
include-people-in-your-images/ 

5 Reasons to Use Flash to Improve Your Travel Photography  

http://digital-photography-school.com/5-reasons-to-use-flash-to-improve-your-travel-

photography/ 

 

WWW.sparkphotofestival.org 

The Spark Photography Festival runs through the month of April each year in Peterborough 

and the surrounding area. This regional photography festival celebrates the joy of 

photography and facilitates photographers exhibiting their work in a variety of venues 

throughout the region. In 2017 we are extremely pleased to be celebrating our 5th 

anniversary.  

Each year we run a Juried Photography contest from which 30 photographers images will be 

printed. matted and displayed in a venue for the month of April. Submit your file and Spark 

does all the rest. The top four images determined by judges will receive generous prizes 

provided by our sponsor HP. Prizes are a his or her Smart Watch for Best of the Show  $100 

Equivalent HP for First Place, $75 for Second Place and $50 for Third Place. Last years prizes 

included tablets and printers. Further a photographic book prize will be randomly drawn from 

all entries. 

Framing your subject is a common tool used by photographers to bring attention to your 

image. This can be done using a huge variety of subject matter including architectural 

features of buildings, natural elements such as trees and flowers, contrast between light and 

dark areas, focus and out of focus areas and even people.  In fact "Framing "  can be done in a 

variety of creative ways. Send us your best, creative work that represents Framing. 

The deadline for Submissions is: February 1st, 2017. Please pass this on to any interested 

photographers in your club. See our website for complete details of the contest and to enter 

your images. 

http://digital-photography-school.com/fine-line-travel-photography-family-vacation/
http://digital-photography-school.com/simple-tips-to-improve-your-travel-photography-include-people-in-your-images/
http://digital-photography-school.com/simple-tips-to-improve-your-travel-photography-include-people-in-your-images/
http://digital-photography-school.com/5-reasons-to-use-flash-to-improve-your-travel-photography/
http://digital-photography-school.com/5-reasons-to-use-flash-to-improve-your-travel-photography/
http://www.sparkphotofestival.org/
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Using a Sphere to Learn the Laws of Light for Photography (Video 

Tutorial)  ...........submitted by Bob Robertson 

The laws of light are based on things you cannot change. These are things that occur each and 

every time a light is turned on. While you can’t get rid of these things, you can control them, 

and once you master these abilities, you can use them to your advantage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of everyday objects using the Laws of Light for spheres. 

This video is all about one of the most basic lessons of working with light: how to light a 

sphere. When you place light on a sphere it creates five areas of light: 

Using a Sphere to Learn the Laws of Light for Photography (Video Tutorial)  

This helpful tutorial is part one in an educational series on The Slanted Lens about the laws of 
light. Photographer Jay P. Morgan covers a variety of photography aspects based on 
principles taught by Charlie Potts at the Art Center College of Design. Morgan has built upon 
these lighting laws that he learned 25 years ago and has decided to pass them on to his fellow 
photographers in a series of useful tutorials: 

(NOTE: Members interested in the above should  contact Bob Robertson for more details.) 

 

http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/using-a-sphere-to-learn-the-laws-of-light-for-photography/
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/using-a-sphere-to-learn-the-laws-of-light-for-photography/
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/using-a-sphere-to-learn-the-laws-of-light-for-photography/
http://www.jaypmorgan.com/
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Congratulations to NPC  Members whose photographs were accepted 

IN THE   ART GALLERY OF NORTHUMBERLAND 39TH ANNUAL JURIED 

EXHIBITION:                 

Bill Hornbostel 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                     Fisher Center 1 

                                                                                                  

               Absolute Avenue 3                                                                                                                     

                                                    Sylvie flynn 

 

 

  

         

 

 

              Play It Again Sam                                                                                                     Musical Ghery      

 

Stuart Morley 

                                             

                 Two Docks, No Boats 
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           David O’Rourke 

          

                     Street Notes, Munich                                                                                                 

King Of The City, Budapest    

 

 

 

 

Isabel Velhuis 

Street Reflections 
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Ray Williams 

                                                  New Orleans Serenade 

Water Wall Images 

 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Calder Photography 

These horses were captured on a foggy day in 

Nov. 2016. 

 

 

The tree and clouds photo was  taken 
on New Year's Day 2017. 
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                                                    …….. by Larry  Keeley 

 

EXCITING TIMES IN BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN BEWDLEY!! 

A few days ago, our Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, selected the charming little 

village of Bewdley for one of his quick visits to meet the people. The schedule 

for these visits was released the preceding Tuesday and, by the end of that day, 

all of the seats and tables at  Rhino’s Roadhouse Restaurant where he was 

stopping, had been reserved. Needless to say, this photographer – me, who 

hadn’t thought to make reservations, had to stand outside in sub-zero 

temperatures with 100 or more other paparazzis waiting to get a shot. 

Fortunately, I had dressed for the weather, as you can see in Alasdair Gillespie’s 

photo below. 

 

  Larry and friends await the arrival of Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau, at Rhino's Roadhouse 

Restaurant.     

Alasdair Gillespie photo 

 

 

 

 People anxiously awaiting the Prime        

Minister in downtown Bewdley....... 
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The moment of arrival edges closer as security 

agents arrive to ensure our P.M.’s 

safety........... and a young admirer proudly 

displays a selfie he had captured on a previous 

occasion. 

   

   

 

 

And an irate citizen 

seizes the 

opportunity to make 

a public statement.... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The man with the tousled hair, blue eyes and engaging 

smile, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, arrives right on 

schedule and receives a thunderous round of cheers 

and applause. Click, click, job done. Time for this 

photographer to pack up and go home. 

 

Once again, my thanks to everyone who submitted 

materials for this late edition of our newsletter. Back 

on schedule now; the February issue will be out soon. 

  


