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       President’s  message  
             By Elaine Amenta 
 

Hello NPC members. I am typing this from my sick 

bed this month. No cold, no flu but the ice got me and 

I have the bruises and the goose egg to prove it! 

Nothing can be as humiliating as lying on your back 

on a sheet of ice, in front of a paddock full of donkeys 

no less, and not being able to get up. I sent the dog for 

help, bless him: he ran to the house but forgot to 

bark! I believe it was the Universe telling me to “slow 

down”; or maybe it was Larry telling me “I need the President’s message for the Monitor!” 

OK, Ok, you have me trapped, I am on it! 

We have many members in NPC and our numbers are growing each month. Who are these 

people and where have they been? What have they done with their lives and why are they 

now taking photographs?  I know that we have quite a few retired school teachers in our 

club. They are the disciplined members who show up on time, wear their name tags, bring 

their own coffee cups and submit photographs for our slideshows! They stay behind at the 

end of the meetings and offer to help clean up. They offer to bake for our monthly 

refreshments. Thank heaven for teachers! 

We have many talented members and we want to hear about them each month in The 

Monitor. One such member is Bryan marjoram. As a retired teacher, Bryan is well-known 

in Cobourg for coaching school and club teams in addition to tutoring children. He has 

volunteered with many organizations including the Northumberland Players, the Shelter 

Valley Folk Festival, Salvation Army and the Greenwood Coalition. He carried the 

Olympic torch for the Vancouver Olympic Games as it went through Oshawa. Bryan 

established the Millennium Meadow, a garden, at Baltimore Public School. . Bryan  was 

one of  the YMCA Adult Peace Medal Recipients for 2013. He also coordinated our spring  
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workshops for the past two years. Phew, he makes me tired just writing about him…or 

maybe that is the pain killers kicking in. Also, we have Tony Crocker opening his own 

studio a year or so ago, and Brian Tyson being hired to cover the Olympic Games in Sochi. 

We are surrounded by famous people at our NPC meetings! I don’t know about you but I 

really want to hear more. Please, if you have had something amazing happen in your 

photographic life that has garnered you a Blue ribbon or a photo sale or a “well done” at 

an exhibit, then let Larry Keeley know and he will write it up for us all to read in The 

Monitor. We will call it “Success Stories”, or some such thing, and we can all learn more 

about the fabulous folks who are members of the NPC!  

My most successful moment in photography was being nominated and voted in as 

President of NPC. I am very proud of my club. I see a hard working executive providing 

first class speakers for our meetings, excellent technical support, membership services, 

secretarial support, communications, super outings and a treasurer who carefully watches 

our every penny! If you want to join our team, please contact me and we can get you on 

board. Our club is only as successful as the board that runs it,  so give it a whirl. 

 

Ice can be beautiful so long as it is not under foot, or if you 

have wings and can fly above it!  (Elaine Amenta) 

 

 

 

 

Photo Quote.... 

 

“It’s one thing to make a picture of what a person looks like, it’s another thing to make a 

portrait of who they are.” – Paul Caponigro 
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      John & Teresa Glover 
 

 

We presently live in Cobourg and moved here in 

2012 when we retired, after 27 years living in 

Richmond Hill.  

  

John was born in Ealing, West London, UK, and 

Teresa in Co. Clare Ireland.  We both came to 

Canada in 1970 and met in Toronto while living in 

apartments in the same house.  Prior to retirement Teresa was a Librarian with the 

Richmond Hill Public Library and John was the Director of Technical Services for a 

development company that was part of the international Chubb Security Group.  We have 

been married for 40 years and have three children and one granddaughter. 

 

John travelled extensively with his job to Asia, Australasia, Europe, and the UK and 

luckily found some time to get out with the camera.  Together we have made trips over the 

years to Mexico, California, Yellowstone Park, Churchill, Manitoba for the Polar Bear 

Migration, Northern Ontario, two Newfoundland and Labrador trips, and overseas to the 

Australian Outback at Ayers Rock and Sydney, Hong Kong, China, extensively to the UK 

and Ireland, with a big coastal tour planned there for 2014, toured Europe in the 70's in an 

old Land Rover Safari.  Another great photo safari in 2005 with some South African 

friends to Johannesburg, Kruger Park, and Cape Town. 

 

Canoeing, camping, and the cottage on Rice Lake are our main pastimes.  In particular 

John has a passion for Algonquin Park and back-country canoe trips.  The first one was 

shortly after coming to Canada in 1970 and they 

became regular events over the years.  Lots of moose 

sightings with some great shots but a few more bears 

would have been exciting.  When our son was big 

enough to carry the canoe over the portages that 

was a bonus!  Even Teresa was press-ganged for one 

trip! 
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John's interest in photography goes back over 50 years to when a Science Teacher, Mr. 

Batt, took the time to show him how to develop film and make prints.  His dad was also an 

amateur photographer who worked for Kodak in the UK and kept John well supplied with 

slide film!   

The interest became greater after emigrating to Canada when he bought his first SLR, an 

Asahi Pentax Spotmatic II... which was used for many years and sits in the Antique 

Camera department of our home office today.  Following a photography course at Humber 

College in the early 70's, John spent a short time working as a photographer but decided 

on a technology career feeling he would rather keep photography as a hobby.  He went 

digital around 2000 with, yes, a point-and-shoot, followed by a Nikon D70s a few years 

later.  

  

 

The main benefit of digital photography to John was the merger of photography with his 

background in computers and he now has an extensive digital library including some very 

old family photos going back to the early 1900's.   

 

John was a member of the Richmond Hill Photo Club and when we decided to move to 

Cobourg he looked up NPC and asked Teresa if she would like to join as well, which she 

did and was given the D70s.  Teresa is new to photography but has a very good eye and has 

produced some great shots. 

We share similar photographic interests and love to 

get outdoors to shoot nature and wildlife in natural 

settings.  Since retiring we have more time to do this 

locally but when on a trip the cameras are going all 

the time.  John uses a Nikon D90 and has an 18-200, 

70-200 f2.8, a 2x converter, and a wide angle 10-

20mm.  He has a GPS module for the D90 and geo-

tags all his photographs where possible.  Teresa uses 

the D70s with an 18-105 lens and is allowed to 

'borrow' John's lenses if needed.  John loves to get in 

close... sometimes perhaps a bit too close!  We were in a canoe and the moose was 10-15 ft 

away and took a bit of an aggressive stance... back up!   
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The polar bears and cheetah were a little safer as we were in vehicles.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting a sharp, close-up portrait of the subject is what John strives for and it is usually 

done by setting the camera on a single-point focus aimed at the eye and centre-weighted 

exposure.  Images are taken in RAW with no in-camera processing and that is used as the 

digital negative in Lightroom.  Shadow and highlights are dealt with on the computer.  

Composition is mainly done in camera with the grid display on for horizon and rule-of-

thirds composition. 

 

Teresa likes to look for something interesting and amusing such as painting faces on 

mushrooms and taking their picture, and often comes up with a very nice photo, regardless 

of "proper technique".  She has a point... one of her photos was shown nationally on the 

CBC Photo of the Day recently.  The moral seems to be 'have fun'!  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teresa would like to learn more about the camera and things such as depth of field, 

aperture settings, and composition.  John would like to improve his use of natural light and 

get better results with depth of field in varying situations.  Birding is another  interest we 

both enjoy. 
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We find our photo opportunities all around us and with some patience we can get wildlife 

to co-operate.  A heron came into our new open back yard some time back and allowed 

John to get in really close, and then when it had enough, took to the air right over his head!  

By staying focussed on the eye and using a shallow depth of field the heron's head came out 

sharp and the fuzzy background disappeared.  When he took off I kept focus on the eye 

and was able to use Lightroom to deal with the shadows under his wings keeping the sky 

natural.  Pleasing result! 

 

 

John's most memorable experience is probably 

during the Churchill Polar Bear trip when a 

Tundra Buggy took us very close to some large 

bears.  One male, which was about 1500 lbs 

according to the guide, was nearby and I was on 

the back of the Buggy where there is an open 

area too high for the bears to reach so you can 

safely watch in the open and take photographs.  

This bear was near some frozen water sunning 

himself and dreaming the little fat human seal 

would fall in front of him!  To the right a local 

man had got out of his pickup and for some 

reason started hitting the ice with a pickaxe.  We don't think he saw the bear nearby as our 

Tundra Buggy was in the way.  When this bear heard the sound he jumped up and spun 

round all in one move and was half-way to the man before this guy heard me and others 

yell and ran for his Pickup. Fortunately he had the foresight to leave the door open but the 

bear was literally snapping at his heals as he jumped into the truck and pulled the door 

shut.  People were staring and shouting in disbelief.  It was unbelievable the speed at which 

this large animal could move, this whole incident lasted no more than a few seconds, and 

this animal earned my respect that day. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Monitor                Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                                  7 

 

 

Here are a few shots from Rice Lake: 

 

 

 Gull with his dinner     Toad waiting for flies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sunrise       Sunset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Osprey on approach                                  Looking for his dinner 
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At the risk of putting in too much, we wanted to add to this 

Rice Lake portion a couple of photos of John's unique form 

of transportation.  In 2007 he decided to build a Hovercraft 

after seeing a program on television about the English 

inventor who came up with the idea.  Here are John & 

Teresa flying around Rice Lake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

The February 3 meeting of the Northumberland Photography 

Club will be held at The Salvation Army Church located at: 

                      59 Ballantine St. Cobourg. 

 

This will be our new meeting site until June 2015. Ample, well 

lit parking, kitchen facilities, wheel chair accessible, storage 

space, and other amenities.   Hope to see you there!! 
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 From the desk of Brenda Nutter 
 

 

 

This month I am sending a short, but heart felt note to all of you  

I am finishing up my Cameras For Healing  fundraising project for 2013 and thought you 

should know the outcome. With your support and that of others, a cheque for $1500 has 

been sent to Maurice Henri for the continuation of his work both here and abroad.  

Recently  Global TV aired the clip that I have attached . It is short and worth the watch. 

Work with the Boys and Girls Club in Moncton is only part of the outreach that Maurice 

manages.  

http://globalnews.ca/video/1072640/cameras-for-healing-program-in-moncton 

Thanks go out to you and to Parker Pad and Printing for your ongoing support.  

Happy New Year to all! 

Brenda 

 

 
 

 

Photos submitted by Russ Donaldson using his new Nikon 1v2 camera!!!           
 

   This will come as a shock to several of our members: Russ Donaldson has 

gone high tech!!! 
 See “Point & Shooter Goes Space Age” on page 10............................>>> 
 

http://globalnews.ca/video/1072640/cameras-for-healing-program-in-moncton
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POINT & SHOOTER GOES SPACE-AGE !!! 
                Submitted by Russ Donaldson 

 

I'm not sure if this little titbit of news is worthy of a 

place in our new Success Stories section in the 

Monitor; however, I felt obligated to let our members 

know that I broke down and invested in a new 

camera. Seems as though my longstanding reputation 

as the ultimate "point & shooter" may take a bit of a 

hit after our members read this, however I was 

looking for more features in my camera and this little 

beauty may just fill the bill. 

 

 

 

It is a Nikon (is there any other kind ??) "Model 

1V2" .... It's kind of a cross between a digital SLR 

and an upgraded point & shoot. I'm told it is 

mirrorless .... Is that good ?? 

  

Mine has two interchangeable lens ..... a 10 to 30 

MM and a 30 to 110 MM ..... others are available. 

  

It features 14.2 megapixels and is lightning fast, 

with the capability of capturing up to 15 frames per  

second with continuous auto focus or 60 frames per second with fixed-point autofocus while 

set on continuous .... plus full 1080p HD video.  

  

For a full list of features try :  

http://www.photographyblog.com/reviews/nikon_1_v2_review/ 

  

I will probably take some ribbing from the membership for taking this giant leap into 

technology but I have to do something if I am to keep up to our members in terms of image 

quality because lord knows its getting better every time we have a meeting. 

  

Wishing everyone good shooting as I move forward kicking and screaming into the semi 

SLR world. 

 Russ Donaldson 

"The Old Point & Shooter" 

 

http://www.photographyblog.com/reviews/nikon_1_v2_review/
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                 .....A new addition to our newsletter  where news of “who” 

has  done “what” in our club, when and where, will be printed. 

 

Terry Carpenter writes: “I have had the honour to be a part of a very interesting 

book entitled “Beneath the Canopy”.  It is 191 pages about Peterborough's Urban Forest 

and Heritage Trees by Sheryl Loucks,  published by Peterborough Green-UP.   It was my 

pleasure to have 28 of my  images published as well as the front and back covers and a two 

page insert photo for the title page.  This is the fourth book in which my images have been 

published.”   
 

                                                              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Knudsen’s  photo was... “unanimously 

selected as our Month of December image for the  

Independent Electricity System Operator 

calenda”r .”                                   

 

 As a ‘Thank You’ for her submission, the 

company sent Dawn a lovely  8 x 12 framed 

print of her photograph and a dozen calendars 

for her to share with family and friends.  
 
 

 

Bryan Marjoram writes: “To my surprise, a photograph of mine was in the Travel section 

of the Toronto Star today. (Jan. 11/ 2014). I wondered if that is worthy of submitting to the 

monthly newsletter?”   (YES IT IS!!!) 
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         Ice Storm 2013  Photo Essay submitted by Donna Edmonds 

 
Christmas 2013 was going to be an exciting time! My husband Bob, and our two children 

Mike and Laura, their spouses Nicole and Kevin, were all going to be together for the first 

time in four years and it was also our granddaughter Keela’s first visit to GrandBob’s and 

Grandma’s house in Canada. We were all hoping for some snow or at least some fun winter 

weather for them all to enjoy. Laura has missed having some snow in winter at their home 

in North Carolina and our granddaughter, Keela had never seen winter weather. 

Preparations had been ongoing for months; baking, rearranging furniture, a lot more 

Christmas decorating than we usually do, shopping, and hopefully installing a long overdue 

second washroom in the basement. We had already had a lot of snow in December but our 

fears of bad winter driving weather were assuaged when all arrived by the Friday before 

Christmas. Little did we know that the most bizarre weather was about to descend upon 

us! 

The ice storm began on Friday night and continued on through the weekend. Sounds of 

falling branches and  trees were all around us and as night fell, eerie creaking and crashing 

noises kept us all wondering if something disastrous was about to happen. I wanted to 

document the power and beauty of the storm and took some photos for that reason alone: 

 

Although there was plenty to do, my camera kept calling me and I couldn’t shake the 

feeling that I was missing some great photo opportunities further away from home. I 

thought many times of venturing into the woods, going for a drive into town or down to the 

lake but falling ice or a “BOOM” from a breaking tree (not to mention the downed hydro 

wires), along with my domestic obligations, blocked me from venturing very far. That 

being said, I did walk down the road a bit and even went for a short drive and spent a few 

hours in a winter wonderland capturing hundreds of images and not all were 

disappointing! 
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I was remarking on a drive shortly after the storm (when we dared to venture further than 

our dead end little country lane), that the last week or so no longer seemed real. How easy 

it is to forget the frustrations and beauty of the ice storms and power outages we all 

endured this past Christmas. We had spent most of our days filling buckets with water, 

generators with gasoline, propane tanks with well, propane, and listening to trees 

exploding, branches falling, and “frost quakes”. I was happy that I had a chance to take 

some photos of the spectacular show that Mother Nature put on for us and hope that 

everyone in the club was safe and snapping happily!  
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Winter Scenes...... submitted by Susanne Pacey 
 

We were on our way home from Peterborough the other day near sunset. The only camera 

I had was in my cell phone but I think it did a pretty good job capturing the sun's reflection 

on the frozen fields. The shots were taken while the van was moving. My phone is a Nexus 4 

and I'm quite impressed with the camera in it.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below are some pictures I took with my cell phone at the Port Hope waterfront trail on 
January 17th. It's amazing how far out into the lake the 
water has frozen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 At the south end of Bagot Street in Cobourg I caught one 
of the many impressive water spumes on Jan. 15th, caused 
by tall waves and high winds rushing against the ice 
sentinels, with my faithful cell phone camera. 
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Minutes from NPC Executive meeting January 20, 2014  

 
In attendance: Elaine Amenta, Laurie Robertson, Larry Keeley, Patricia Calder, Bob Robertson, 
Alasdair Gillespie, Andreas Gada. Regrets: Bonnie Brown Minutes prepared by Elaine Amenta 
Meeting CTO at 7:15pm  
 
Discussion around the benefits of holding a spring workshop and the consequences of not 
holding one took place. An overnight photography trip in place of a workshop was discussed 
and tabled for a later meeting. It was decided that a spring workshop is financially beneficial to 
the club.  

Elaine announced that a class schedule for the YMCA Youth classes has been prepared, with 7 
NPC volunteers on board to help.  

Doug Banks is available to clean cameras once we have a location for him. Elaine to contact 
him.  

Nominating chair: Patricia Calder has stepped up to take on this position and will begin, with 
assistance of the Executive, to identify members to approach for the vacant board positions.  

 Executive positions to be filled. President, Technical, Treasurer, Secretary, Outreach and Vice 
President.  

 It was discussed that we require a “Member at Large” and also that the minutes be made 
available to the members via The Monitor, with highlights being announced at the monthly 
meetings.  
                    Committee Reports:  
Treasurer: Laurie had assisted Andreas in putting together a spreadsheet that shows our 
monthly expenditures and our projected expenditures for next year.  

Programs: Alasdair moved that we change the guidelines for meeting days to be “the first 
Monday of the months that is not a holiday.” Seconded by Andreas. No objections.  
Alasdair and Laurie are to discuss the budget required for guest speakers.  
 Vice President: Larry is to initiate a “Q&A” segment to the monthly meetings, as per a 
member’s request.  
CAPA presidents are available to speak at our meetings if required  
Larry will assume responsibility for exhibitions. Motion made by Laurie, “VP is in charge of 
exhibitions”. VP to be accountable to Outreach coordinator..Seconded by Alasdair. Larry has 
the Capitol Theatre in May and Lang Pioneer Village in August lined up.  
Larry wants us to send him “success stories” for The Monitor.  
Communication: Bob Robertson to communicate with John Draper re: the website.  

Membership: Patricia signed up four new members. We now have 108 members. Membership 
list will be distributed to the members as per request by a member.  

 Outings: Al announced that CLIC would like to do a short presentation at one of our meetings. 
The outing to Chisholm Mills was successful, with 8 attending. Another outing to be expected at 
the end of the month, weather permitting.  

Technical: Andreas displayed the spreadsheet that shows the 4 possible meeting locations. A 
motion was made by Laurie and seconded by Bob that we meet at The Salvation Army church 
at 59 Ballantine St. in Cobourg, as this location best meets the club’s requirements. An 
agreement is to be signed that will take us through to year end 2015. All in favour.  
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            You are all invited to the opening of Patricia Calder's show at Capers 

Restaurant, Campbellford on Wed. Feb. 5 at 4 pm.  If you wish to stay for 

dinner, please make a reservation.  The show will remain open until Tues. Mar. 

25.   Hope to see you there.  Patricia 
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I recently asked some randomly selected members why they had joined our photography 

club. They were forthright with their answers and had no reservations with them being 

printed here. 

Bob Bell: My wife & I have driven the backroads for years, breathing clean country air, 

enjoying the sights and meeting people along the way. The lakeshore drive from Oshawa to 

Port Hope is one of our favourites. We've driven it dozens of times. Other times we swing 

north of the 401 & Highway 2 to explore the countryside there, often ending up in Port 

Hope or Cobourg for a coffee & snack or maybe a meal. 

So when I discovered the NPC, I thought it would be fun to go on some of the outings the 

club has, to explore even more of this beautiful area that we all live in. The added benefit of 

learning more about photography and meeting others with a like interest is of course a big 

plus. And it's been great. The outings have been fun, I've come to know several club 

members and I've enjoyed seeing new places and making new friends. 

Mary Talbot: I joined the club in 1996 at the first meeting of its previous incarnation 

because I’d just been given a point-and-shoot camera and wanted to know how to use it 

effectively, learn about photography in general, and be with others of like interest. There 

were 16 of us, 15 of whom had SLRs – I was definitely the littlest girl on the street. 

Richard Looye: I was tired of seeing all those self-important photographers with a huge 

SLR slung around their necks. 'Let's solve the mystery and join their club'. Could even be 

fun!" 

Brian Hart: Ijoined the club with the hope that it would inspire me to kick my 

photography up a notch from the level I had been working at. If it turned out that I 

enjoyed the social aspect of being part of the club, it would be an added bonus. 

Joachim Schmeis: I was made aware of the club by David O'Rourke and Ray Williams.  

I decided to join because I wanted to learn more about photographs, which had always 

been an interest of mine. Also, I saw  joining as an opportunity to share my images with 

others and receive feedback on same, good or bad. A learning experience. Exhibit 

opportunities and outings are icing on the cake. 

Raymond Williams: Having just retired and having just moved to Port Hope I was anxious 

to meet new people and start doing things I was unable to do because of the demands of 

work.  The photography club filled both needs.                                                                                 

Elaine Amenta: I joined to learn more about photography and equipment.                                         

Allan Short:  I wanted to learn,                                               

 

...... Larry Keeley 
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Patricia Calder: Larry and Dawn invited me to join and the next year I joined the 

executive. I've learned SO much from the generosity of members who have 

answered my questions and shown me stuff on my camera. Hint: Being on the 

executive is more fun than just being a seat in a chair!                                                                   

Bryan Marjoram: I first heard about the NPC after meeting Russ "Freeman" 

Donaldson on a tour of New York City. From that moment, I knew I wanted to be like him. 

For those who have not had the pleasure of meeting "Freeman", he is the undisputed King 

of Point and Shoot.  He can make the ordinary look extraordinary.  I felt the only way to 

make this dream a reality was to join the Northumberland Photography Club. Russ is an 

active and integral part of this club. His commitment, leadership, and enthusiasm is much 

appreciated by the membership and is a big reason why this club has been so successful.)                                       

David O’Rourke:  Why I joined the club? Number one it was to learn more about 

photography. Number two it was to go on outings. That’s all. Nothing too exciting. The 

many friendships that I have been lucky enough to develop have been an unexpected, 

fantastic bonus.                                                                                                                                                     

More on this next month!  

Again, many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of our newsletter. The ice storm 

certainly provided great photo ops for many of our members. Thanks for sharing!! 

Richard Looye photo 


