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Hello fellow photographers.               
I am thrilled to see that the level of 
member participation has risen over the 
past couple of months. We are having 
so many more photographs submitted 
to be viewed at the meetings and, I 
have to say, the talent we have in our 
club is outstanding! If you have not 
done so yet, please submit to at least 
one of the three categories: Theme, 
Photographers Choice or Outings. The 
guidelines for re-sizing and naming the 
photos are on our website 
www.northumberlandphoto.ca 
 

Your executive members have been 
busy making plans to have our work 
exhibited throughout the area. On Dec 
12th we are going to hang 30 pieces at 
the County Building, 600 William St 
Cobourg. These will remain on display 
for three months and will be seen by all 
who enter the building. The month of 
February will see us exhibiting at 
Impresario Artisans Marketplace in 
Cobourg. We are planning a reception at 
Impresario during this event. March 5th 
we will be exhibiting at The Capitol 
theatre in Port Hope. We are also 
looking at hanging our work at The 
Northumberland Hills Hospital later in 
the spring. So, please, get busy! For 
information please contact myself or 
another member of the executive. 
 

We are planning to have technical 
meetings starting in January. These will 
be in addition to our monthly members 
meetings, once every two months. We 
cannot go ahead with these meetings 
though without your support and  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         David O’Rourke photo            
 
involvement. If you have an idea for a 
technical subject to be covered at one 
of these meetings, please let us know. 
We also need your talent and 
experience in presenting these topics. 
 

Our Christmas party will be held at the 
gorgeous Mill restaurant in Cobourg. 
The delicious food and the ambiance 
should make for the perfect kickoff to 
the Holidays! Thanks to Larry Keeley for 
arranging this for us. 
Don't forget that we have a new 
location for our meetings starting on 
January 7th. The Pine Academy on Pine 
St, Port Hope, is a wonderful location 
with a larger meeting room for us 
and,just as important, NO TRAINS! 
Watch for an email with information 
regarding our meeting on January 7th 
as we are planning to have an earlier 
start time that evening. 
Enjoy this wonderful neck of the woods 
we live in. The lake, the hills, the 
beautiful downtowns of Port Hope, 
Cobourg and Colborne offer many 
opportunities to stop the car and take a 
breath and snap some pictures. 
See you at the meetings! Elaine 

 

http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/
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NPC’s Featured Photographer 

 

Russ Donaldson !!! 
AKA: ”Mr. Point ‘n Shoot!!!” 

 

Personal background: 
 
> Born in Toronto 

 

>. Educated in Toronto ......                                                                                                                             

Holds a Business Degree                                                                                                                                             

from Ryerson University                                                                David O’Rourke Photograph                                    

 

Married with two children .. and. five grandchildren 

 

>. Worked 34 years with Bell Canada in middle management.        >  Retired 1990 

 

7. Post retirement employment includes 6 years in Major League Baseball with the Toronto 

Blue Jays ('90-'95)  

                                                            Retired again in 1995 

 

>. Hobbies .... travel, baseball, computers, cameras , and golf, and not necessarily in that 

order. 

 

10. Camera Club member for 7 years, held VP position for 2 years. 

 

>. Is a dedicated "Point & Shooter"!!! ...... 
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Featured Photographer…Russ Donaldson….cont’d….. 

 

Travel Destinations: Portugal, Spain, Gibraltar, Morocco, Austria, 

Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, England, France, Greece, Turkey, 

Italy, Cuba, Jamaica, Cayman Islands, Mexico, Porto Rico, St Martin 

, Venezuela, Turks & Caicos, Nassau, many USA States and most 

Canadian Provinces. 

 

 

Hobbies & Pastimes: Computer 

Club, Camera Club, Golf, Cobourg 

Cougars Hockey Fan, Toronto Blue 

Jays Baseball Fan, Bowling, Probus 

Club Of Cobourg & District, Past 

President, Volunteering, 

Grandchildren's sports including 

Hockey, Field Lacrosse, Soccer, etc, 

etc. 

 

How did I develop my interest in photography?  

Well, I’ve always loved the challenge of capturing 

images on film, but in the old days cost was an 

issue. With the advent of digital photography, and 

the capabilities of automated cameras, it became 

not only more affordable but the results were 

definitely more appealing.. Then some years ago, 

NPC’s Past President, & good friend, John 

Draper, invited me join the club, and before I knew it I was Vice President; I was hooked ! 

It has been a very rewarding experience for me to rub shoulders and make friends with so 

many talented photographers and to learn from each and every one of you.  
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Russ Donaldson…cont’d…. 

 

When & where do I do most of my image 

capturing? 

I’m not sure I have any one favourite time or 

place for capturing images. I really enjoy the 

challenge of taking photographs at night. Also, 

sunset & dawn present their own unique 

challenges. I do enjoy zeroing in on the macro 

details of antique cars, and, of course, travel 

photographs are always fun !                                                                               Larry Keeley photo 

 

 

 

Waterfront Trail Outing Photos captured by Russ 

 

 

 

 

Which Camera makes and models do I use?         ( As if you didn’t know !!! ) 

 

Well, let’s be clear about this, once and for all. I’m no expert on cameras ! What I do know 

is I like a camera that is simple to operate, light weight and still gives great results. That 

said, here is what I am currently using: 

 

Nikon “Coolpix” S1,   Nikon “Coolpix” P90, and a  Nikon “Coolpix” S9100 

 

All three are “point and shoot” models with a host of features too long to review here.  
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Featured Photographer, Russ Donaldson, cont’d…. 
 

I use the S9100 exclusively for travel 

photography for size and weight 

reasons. The P90, on the other hand, has 

some wonderful features which I enjoy, 

including a large drop down screen for 

viewing. 

 

What are my favourite subjects to 

photograph ? 

In no particular order, I would say: 

scenery (especially forest scenes, macro 

detail on antique automobiles, 

grandchildren in sports activities and any subject associated 

with night photos & fireworks. 

 

My best or most memorable photographic moment? 

To be perfectly honest with you, I’m not sure that I can recall a 

memorable photographic moment that stands our clearly in my 

mind. However, I must say, that I do have a lot of fun with all 

my friends in the club, playing the part of the “senior citizen 

with the lowly point and shoot camera” ....... I’m like Rodney 

Dangerfield ..... I just get no respect ! 

 

Postscript .... While I have your undivided attention, I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Elaine Amenta and her entire management team of volunteers who work so 

tirelessly to make our club function the way it does ! 

 

The meetings, in my opinion, are excellent ! They are well organized, they run on time and 

they are both educational and entertaining ! 

 

The outings are great and provide a perfect 

opportunity to put to work some of the 

photographic skills we are all acquiring. I 

realize that not everyone is retired as I am; 

however, I do encourage all of you to get out 

and enjoy the outings. They are fantastic ! 

 

Russ, discussing ‘finer points’with Richard 

Looye.   Larry Keeley photo                                                                                                  

 

 

 



YA? You think so?  Well, lemme tell ya somethin'. With 

mine, all ya hafta do is point 'n shoot!!!” 
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Russ Donaldson……cont’d…. 

 

Technically, I don’t think we could ask for anything 

better ! We have first rate audio visual equipment and 

the people using it to display our photos & 

presentations are very skilled at what they do ! 

 

Last but not least, I think we all owe Larry Keeley a 

special vote of thanks for all the effort he puts into the 

club’s monthly newsletter, “The Monitor”. Well done, 

Larry ! 

 

 
Dawn Knudsen photo 

 

In summary, we are in sound financial condition and with our move to “The Pine 

Academy” early in the New Year, I think we are set for many years of club & photographic 

success. 

Congratulations to all involved and remember, folks, you will only get out of this club what 

you put in . So, if you 

haven’t stepped 

forward to volunteer 

yet,  give it some serious 

thought! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  And, with that, we conclude this delightful look at a very accomplished photographer 

who, by his own admission, “gets no respect” yet, really, is one of our most highly respected 

members.  Thanks, Russ, for sharing your comments, your charming wit and your 

beautiful photographs with us, as well as your support for our club.. (Ed.) 



The Monitor                   Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                                                 8 

  

 

7 Outings Director:  David O'Rourke.     

 

The first outing in November came from a really creative 

idea first suggested by Russ Donaldson. On November 4
th

 we 

drove along the Waterfront Trail (Lakeshore Road) from 

Port Hope to the Marina in Newcastle before getting back on the road again to have lunch 

at Port Darlington in Bowmanville. The challenge for this outing was to shoot in black & 

white – again, Russ’s idea.   

 

                                              Above photos by David O’Rourke 

Next, on November 19
th

, at Jeff Gardner’s and Ray Williams’ suggestion, we headed to the 

Brick Works off the DVP and the Arta Gallery in the Distillery District to see Steve 

Levinson’s new show.                     

Ormie Van Alstyne Waterfront Trail photos 
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                        Ormie Van Alstyne photos>> 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Waterfront Trail photos 

- Train Passing  

(multiple exposures)– by 

Dawn Knudsen>>> 

 

 

 

                              

Playing with 

black and white. 

Waterfront Trail 

photo. Dawn 

Knudsen 
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Susanne Pacey Brick Works photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we plan to end the month with one last outing - a shoot of the Holiday Train as it 

passes through Brighton on Friday, November 30
th

, at 4 p.m.Coming up in December we 

have another three outings on the calendar. First, on Friday, December 7
th

, at the 

suggestion of Sharon Thompson, we have an outing to the O'Hara Mills Conservation Area 

in Hastings.  
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O’Hara Mills Conservation Area 

This 85 acre Conservation Area includes 

pioneer buildings, beautiful gardens, 

nature trails, sheltered picnic areas and a 

charming mill pond. Also, from 3 to 8 pm, 

“You are invited to an old-fashioned 

Christmas family gathering at the O'Hara 

Mill pioneer log house, which will be 

decked out in period decorations. There 

will be hot chocolate, hot cider and 

Christmas cookies to sample, along with 

chestnuts roasting on an open fire. 

 

Listen to talented local musicians, carol 

singing and storytelling in the warm glow 

of candles, oil lamps and the massive open 

fireplace. This year, you will be able to 

access the site across our new mill pond 

dam and covered bridge which is now 

completed and will be lit up for the 

occasion. The Visitor Centre will also be 

open again this year and there will be live 

entertainment there as well. There will be a 

large outdoor bon fire you can sit around 

and just enjoy the evenings.”  

 

Our second outing for December will be a return—at the request of several members—to 

the Capitol Theatre to shoot The Festival of Trees. The Theatre will be open for members 

of our Club from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Monday, 

December 17
th

; after that, we’ll shoot 

Memorial Park before warming up with our 

favourite beverage of choice. Our last outing 

of the month will be the Second Annual 

Allan Short Can You Believe We’re Getting 

Up This Early in the Morning Winter 

Solstice Shoot on Friday,             December 

21
st
. I presume it will be at the Cobourg 

harbour again, but Allan will let us know 

when he returns from his exciting Grand 

Canyon shoot.                                        Evergreen Brick Works  Susanne Pacey photo 

 

                                                      Photo Quotes 

It's weird that photographers spend years or even a whole lifetime, trying to capture moments that 

added together, don't even amount to a couple of hours. ~James Lalropui Keivom 

 

When you photograph people in colou,r you photograph their clothes. But when 

you photograph people in B&W, you photograph their souls! ~Ted Grant 
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1) Hi, 

I belong to an art group that meets at the Art Gallery of Northumberland in Port Hope at 
60 Walton St. once a week to paint. I’d like to invite you to a show and sale we are 
having there from Nov. 28th to Dec. 30th.  
Gallery hours are Wednesdays - Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.  
There is a Reception on Saturday, December 8th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Most of the 
artists will be there then and we will be serving refreshments.  
I hope you will consider coming some time to have a look at what we’ve been doing. 
Thanks. Susanne Pacey 

                  Posted by Susanne Pasey 

2)  A few of your fellow NPC members are having an exhibition and sale for the holiday 

season - please join us for our opening reception on Friday December 7 from 4:00 - 7:00 

pm, or drop by another time if you can't make it then.                                                                                                          

We are located at: 8 Queen St., Port Hope. Near the Capitol Theatre 

Open Daily: 11:00 am to 8:00 pm - December 4 to 24, 2012 

Reception: December 7, 4:00 - 7:00 pm 

Exhibition by: Allan Short  Dawn Knudsen  Jeff Gardner  Larry Keeley and Patricia 

Calder 

We would really look forward to seeing you - no obligation to buy but your support would 

be really appreciated. Please pass this on to anyone you think may be interested. See our 

poster.                                   Posted by A. Short,D. Knudsen,J. Gardner, L.Keeley, P. Calder 

 

3) Photos of the destruction of Hurricane Sandy. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

2225112/Superstorm-Sandy-Death-toll-hits-FIFTY-damage-set-50BILLION.html                                           

Posted by Bob Robertson 

UPCOMING EVENTS, FOR SALE 

ITEMS, INTERESTING WEBSITES, 

WORKSHOPS, ETC… 

http://jeffgardner.zenfolio.com/p88414290/h4c7b2a92#h4c7b2a92
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2225112/Superstorm-Sandy-Death-toll-hits-FIFTY-damage-set-50BILLION.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2225112/Superstorm-Sandy-Death-toll-hits-FIFTY-damage-set-50BILLION.html
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4) 20 Simple Ways to Customize Your Camera. Popular Photography 

<newsletter@email.popphoto.com.       Posted by L. Keeley  

5) Nature Photography Tips from a National Geographic Photographer – 

PictureCorrect http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/nature-photography-tips-from-a-national-

geographic-photographer/#.UJ80JPi6jDY.email   Posted by Russ Donaldson  

6) Live View for Focusing.Two minute video photo tips.Ultimate Photo Tips.                            

Julie Waterhouse <info@ultimate-photo-tips.com.   Posted by L. Keeley 

7) 2013 work/Playshops. rkennedy000@sympatico.ca Posted by Bob Robertson 

8) National Geographic Photos. (see Pat Calder for more information.) 

9) Give Your Tripod a Hug! Julie Waterhouse Photo Tips. Sign up for free newsletter. 

info@ultimate-photo-tips.com   Posted by L. Keeley 

10) Annual Northumberland Photography Club Spring Workshop 

Bryan Marjoram is looking for member's preferences regarding the NPC Spring 

workshop event. Would the membership enjoy a choice of speakers (four speakers to 

choose from, one for the morning session and one for the afternoon session) and photo 

opportunities to consolidate your learning or a morning of speakers and a keynote 

speaker in the afternoon? 

He has received some excellent ideas for speakers and is still looking for input from the 

membership. If you have seen a speaker in the past who could share some 

photographic wisdom with the membership,. Also anyone wishing to be part of the 

organizing committee, please contact Bryan.  (bryanmarjoram@hotmail.com) 

11) Ken just forwarded this message thinking some of the members might be interested. 

Staples has Lightroom on sale for Black Friday : Ken Strauss <ken.strauss@sympatico.ca> 

our members might be interested in a “Black Friday” special on Lightroom 4 at Staples for 

$109.99. Posted by Bonnie Brown 

12) Complete Guide to Adobe Lightroom 4 PictureCorrect Photography Tips 

picturecorrect@gmail.com   Posted by L. Keeley 

13) The Cobourg and District Senior's Photography Club has their work on 

display in the Senior's room at the Cobourg Community Centre on D'Arcy 

Street in Cobourg - now until Dec. 14th. NPC members (some also 

members of the Seniors' Club) are invited to drop in for a look. 

mailto:newsletter@email.popphoto.com
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/nature-photography-tips-from-a-national-geographic-photographer/#.UJ80JPi6jDY.email
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/nature-photography-tips-from-a-national-geographic-photographer/#.UJ80JPi6jDY.email
mailto:rkennedy000@sympatico.ca
mailto:info@ultimate-photo-tips.com
mailto:bryanmarjoram@hotmail.com
mailto:ken.strauss@sympatico.ca
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/complete-guide-to-adobe-lightroom-4/
mailto:picturecorrect@gmail.com
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                 …..by Alan Short 

 
Al  sends these early morning photographs he has captured somewhere in the US as he 

travels across the western USA 

countryside. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos submitted by Allan from 

somewhere in the mid-western USA. 

 

 

                                                              

More photos to follow as Allan 

wends his way through these 

colourful badland landscapes. 
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….Larry Keeley 

                   Shot On Location! 

In the sweltering 

heat, with the 

sounds of white lions 

roaring nearby, I 

felt relatively safe 

within the confines 

of the safari tours’ vehicle. Although I could 

hear many foreign languages being spoken by 

excited  people all around me, I didn’t need an 

interpreter to tell me that jumping out of the 

van was probably not a good idea. In any event, 

with my long range telephoto zoom lens, I was confident I could capture enough wildlife 

images to make this a trip of a lifetime without 

having to take unnecessary risks. If I needed any 

more convincing, the 2 ton hippo wallowing in the 

mud 20 meters away was more than enough, 

especially when she displayed her six-inch incisors 

inside her 2-foot wide mouth. 

There isn’t enough space here to print any of the 

other animal images we 

captured. In addition to 

these three, we were able to get good shots of elephants, giraffes, 

zebras, baboons, cheetahs, gorillas and leopards. Add to this the 

scenic landscapes and you would be hard pressed to find a better 

place for animal photography than the Toronto Zoo! 

Congratulations to Steven Levinson on his incredible exhibition at 

the Arta Gallery in Toronto’s Distillery District! When we visited, 

we were greeted by Steven as well as David O’Rourke and several 

other NPC members who were enjoying the beautiful display as 

part of the Brick Works outing..                                                                                                                          

Thanks to all who submitted materials for this issue of our newsletter.  


