
 President: Elaine Amenta,  Vice President: Larry Keeley,  Treasurer: Laurie Robertson,  Secretary: 
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Robertson,  Program: Alasdair Gillespie. Outings: Allan Short, Member At Large: Chloe Craig    

                                                                                                                                                         April 2014  

 President’s Message 

                ........ Elaine Amenta 

Ahhh , we made it! I sit here and listen to the melting ice 
and see the green slowly appear outside my window. What 
a winter! And yet, I see members of our club have been out 
shooting, no matter how cold it got! Bravo to those brave 

souls for dressing in many layers and meeting Al for an outing or for trekking 
down to the harbor to take another shot of the icy light house and the hungry 
birds. If you are a Facebook fan you can sign up to join NPC’s Facebook page and 
post your photos for critique from other members. There have been many great 
shots of ice and snow to keep us entertained over the long winter. 

On another note, the executive is busy examining the results of the recent 
survey that was sent out to members. Most of you filled it in and I thank you for 
that. We need feedback from members to see how we are doing and how we 
can continue on our journey. It seems that a lot of us would like to see more 
“Tech tips” and that means we need more member participation. Remember, 
the executive is only here to guide the club in on its path; we cannot possibly 
provide everything that the members ask for. If you want to organize a 
Technical Evening then go ahead and get the ball rolling. I am sure there will be 
a good turnout. 
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We have completed our nominations for our board for 2014-2015, with many 
thanks going to Patricia Calder for her hard work. If there are any more 
nominations, please feel free to contact Patricia. Voting takes place at the May 
meeting. We would like to welcome Chloe Craig as our “Member at Large”. 
Chloe attended our March Executive meeting and brings a youthful enthusiasm 
to our club. She will be involved in many aspects of the club’s activities, 
including helping to compile the survey results. 
Our Spring Workshop is ready for you to attend! It will be held on May 3rd at the 
Ruth Clark centre in Port Hope. Many thanks go to Bob Robertson who booked 
the venue and ran with the idea of Sherrie Grieg and VISTEK as presenters, with 
a catered lunch to look forward to. Tickets are $40 and available by contacting 
Bob Robertson at : oldbobthephotog@yahoo.ca It is going to be a really good 
workshop! 
The photography classes at the YMCA continue to go really well with much 

enthusiasm from our young shutter bugs. 
We have covered everything from 
perspective to composition to lighting and 
camera settings. There are a couple of 
very good photographers in that class, 
possibly future NPC members? It is 
interesting to see how excited they get 
over the assignments we give them each 

week, such as taking a close up of your pet or going outside and looking for 
puddles! We continue to see many “selfies” and I guess that we have to accept 
that they are here to stay! There is a photo accompanying this piece that shows 
Chloe Craig explaining how to use the portrait and landscape settings on the 
point and shoots. Next up, Bob Robertson will be instructing them how to 
download and use Picassa to process their works. I hope to expand on this 
course for next year and offer it up again as part of our NPC Outreach program.                          
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I leave you with a photo from the end 
of last summer with the hopes that 
pretty soon we will be enjoying ice 
cream at the harbor instead of ice! 
Happy shooting and thanks for being 
an NPC’er. 

 

 

 

   
                         Minutes for Executive meeting on March 17th,  20014     
 
 In attendance: Bob Robertson, Andreas Gada, Laurie Robertson, Elaine Amenta, 
Larry Keeley, Patricia Calder, Allan Short. Chloe Craig, Member at large.   
Regrets: Bonnie Brown, Alasdair Gillespie.  
 

with some very interesting results. A small body of Executive members will examine 
the results further and make decisions about the club’s future activities.  
 

 our Spring workshop. May 3rd, Ruth Clark centre. Two 
presentations. Catered lunch. Tickets to go on sale promptly. Poster to be distributed 
promptly. All details have been taken care of.  

month.  
 our board was presented by Patricia Calder 

 
Committee reports:  
Membership: Patricia requested that we make sure we have a table provided for the 
library so that it does not take up space on the membership table.  
We have 106 members with 5 being new and we had 7 guests at the last meeting.  
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Technical: Andreas informed us that Dell projector has gone missing. No insurance 
claim to be made as it is valued the same as our deducible. We are to continue 
looking for the projector.  
Andreas requested time to inform members of May slideshows at April meeting and 
also to notify members of the upcoming lunar eclipse.  
 
Vice president: Larry reported that the Canadian Association For Photographic Art, 
CAPA,  and VISTEK are both willing to present at photography club  meetings.  
1000 business cards to be printed out via Allan and Vistaprint and distributed to 
members.  
 
New business:  
Al suggested that we look into renting a downtown Cobourg store for a small group 
of members to use as a showcase for our work. He and Elaine will pursue this further.  
It was suggested that members could  forward proposals as to how to spend some of 
the club’s funds.  
 
Chloe Craig assumed the role of Member at Large.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. Next meeting at Larry’s on April 21st with President 
being absent.   

         

                                                                                       

“Winter Scenes” submitted by                                     
Dawn  Knudsen. 
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                 Stephanie Henry & William Top 

We recently put down roots in Cobourg, in 2012, having 
previously lived in Peterborough for several years. Will was 
born in Lethbridge, Alberta and moved to Ontario with his 
parents and older brother at the age of three. Before starting 
college in Peterborough, Will grew up in Brighton. Steph on 
the other hand,  was born and raised in Trenton with her mother and younger brother. 
Steph started her post-secondary education in Peterborough a year prior to Will. We 
met while attending high-school in Brighton, and have been together ever since. 

Will is currently working in the construction industry as an apprentice. He is working 
towards completing his trade certification as an Electrician.  

Steph is a certified teacher who, while looking for a position teaching, is tutoring and 
working part-time at a restaurant. 

 Before attending college, 
Will had the opportunity to 
backpack through Europe. He 
visited five countries, on two 
continents, over five weeks. Will 
and Steph also recently visited 
Ottawa  for four days. We are looking forward to 

travelling together in the future, with many more exciting photographic opportunities. 
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Will enjoys cooking and often combines this love of 
food with photography, capturing many of the dishes 
he creates. Steph also enjoys Will's love of cooking,                         
We both enjoy relaxing with a 
good book, or a good movie. 

During the summer, we love to spend our time outdoors, at the 
beach, the cottage, the Highland Games, or simply on the back 
deck at home.  

 

  

 

 

 

    Will's interest in photography was first sparked when a professional photographer, 
who was a family friend, did a photo-shoot in a provincial park, for family photos. He 
was instantly intrigued by the photographer's ability to instantly see the best angles 
and lighting in any given area. He knew then that he wanted to be a photographer. 

 

Steph was engaged in photography at an early age, while 
witnessing her father using his camera equipment. Her curiosity 
was peaked, and she wanted to know how everything worked. 
From that point on, she spent quality time with her father, 
learning the ins and outs of photography, including developing 
the film. 
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Will, using either his Nikon D3100 or his camera phone, usually does most of his 
photography on the go, whenever or wherever a shot captures his eye. He enjoys 
capturing images of landscapes, nature, and food primarily.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes Will's enthusiasm compels him to take 
photos in some unusual places, such as when at 
work, 288 feet in the air! 

 

  

Steph is looking forward to learning how to use her new Canon Rebel T3. She also 
frequently uses her cellphone when a shot is present and she doesn't have her 
Canon with her. She enjoys taking photographs of landscapes and elements that 
capture moments in her life, such as Christmas decorations, blowing out birthday 
candles, or the sunset on the last night at the cottage. Steph is happiest when she 
has a shot in mind and it turns out exactly the way she wants it to. 
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Will is still trying to find his proverbial sea-legs when it comes to photography. He 
would like to learn more about Photoshop and post-processing. He would also like to 
master the manual elements on his camera to 
capture a balanced shot. Steph would also like to 
master the basic elements of her camera while 
achieving a level of confidence where she can 
share her shots with others. (Steph has included a 
few photos as a first baby step).  

 

 

 

 
MEMBERS’  MAY SLIDESHOW PRESENTATIONS …                                                                           
 
 ……  submitted by Alasdair Gillespie,  Program Chair 
 
So,  you have 250 amazing photographs to show!  And you can’t wait to show us. We 
can’t wait to see them!  Well, not all 250!  Successful slideshows have several 
elements in common.  Here are some to keep in mind. 

1) TIME-  Members have up to 5 minutes for their slideshow.  You don’t have to 
use all 5 minutes, however, if you do, please keep in mind… 

      5 minutes = 300 seconds….1 slide (photograph) = 5 seconds with transitions  
So you have a maximum of 60 photographs to show. (Well, you actually have fewer 
because you need a blank slide to start, a title, your name, and a music credit) 
 
If you try to squeeze in more of your amazing photographs, your ‘screen time’ per 
photo gets reduced and they won’t be on the screen long enough to have any impact 
on the audience.  People will lose interest.  Generally, 5 seconds is a suitable amount 
of time per slide. 
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PHOTO SELECTION & TRANSITIONS - Ask yourself, “Why this photo?” What is it 
about this photo that makes it special?   
Will this photo have impact?  Only show your best!  More is less!  If you have 15 
great shots of your adorable cat, Fluffy, maybe it’s a  good idea to only show one or 
perhaps two.  He won’t mind.  They lose their impact on the audience after a couple 
of photographs. 
When using Transitions between your photos, keep in mind that you may have 
dozens of special effects like ‘spin, fade-in, box, fade out’ etc., however it is best to 
keep it mind that simple works best.  Your slideshow should be about your 
photographs, not your transitions. You don’t want them to be a distraction. So, be 
careful in choosing your transitions.  Your photos are most important!!                                    
 
MUSIC -   To make an excellent slideshow, music is key, but be selective! Musical 
accompaniment should compliment your work.  It may be your favourite rock tune 
but does it dominate over your photographs?  Familiar songs, because everyone 
knows the lyrics, can become a distraction.  Instrumental music often works best. 
 
 SLIDESHOW FORMATS - There are many good programs from which to choose to 
make your slideshow such as iMovie, iPhoto, Aperture, Lightroom, Photoshop, 
ProShow Gold and many others. Our Club website has an excellent guideline for all 
technical aspects related to displaying your slideshow if you are using a PC.  And 
here’s a link! 
http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/images/Downloads1/Slide-Shows-and-Essays-
For-Presentation-At-Club-MeetingsV3.pdf.  Now, get started, we can’t wait to see your 
slideshows! 
                                                                                                                                                                         

 
 

 
 
Rabbit Blanket Lake in the Moonlight 

..... submitted by: 

                Bill Hornbostle 
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Some NPCers, and partners, enjoying Pat Calder’s 
beautiful exhibition of her equine photography at 
Capers Restaurant in Campbellford.  It was well worth 

the time and distance to see this lovely arrangement of the best looking horses you 
will ever see. The delicious meals served at Capers was an added bonus to this 
exhibition!  Well done, Pat! 
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      Upcoming events, for sale items,                        
Websites, Work Shops, Anything of Interest to Our Members!!! 

  CLIC, Eastern Ontario’s Photo Show and Sale, is back again for 2014 and this 
year we’ve introduced some new features designed to appeal to photographers and 
the public alike. Firstly, we have electronic entry and payment – no more CDs or 
cheques. Secondly, we have introduced two major categories, which we are calling 
Visible World and Altered Reality. Visible World will appeal to photographers who 
specialize in landscapes, cityscapes, portraiture, street photography, 
photojournalism and the like – everything we’ve come to understand about 
photography from Cartier-Bresson to Ansel Adams. Altered Reality will provide a 
forum for those of us for whom the real creative work begins with post-processing. 
This is where digital photography meets the wider world of digital art, and the 
limitations lie only in the skill of the photographer.  

New this year is the Salon. The Salon will give those photographers whose works are 
not accepted into the juried exhibition an opportunity to offer their work as matted 
and wrapped prints for browsing and sale.  

CLIC runs from July 26 to August 10, in the second-floor gallery of Books & Company 
in Main Street, Picton, and the deadline for entries is May 31. For more details visit 
our website at www.clicphotoshow.ca. You’ll find our Rules of Entry, entry forms and 
winners from past years. For questions, contact Margaret Liddon (613 476 2164), 
mliddon@gmail.com or Bert Jenkins (613 476 7509), jenkins.bertmary@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing you! 

For the CLIC committee: Margaret Liddon, Bert Jenkins 
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As a review for those at the March meeting and for those who couldn’t attend,  
Susanne Pacey has submitted this review of David Librach’s presentation.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

What I learned from the March meeting presentation by the speaker, David Librach,   
the manager at Henry’s in Pickering:  

1. Portrait Mode – gives a blurred background behind your subject (which 
doesn’t just have to be a person) 

2.  Landscape Mode – will make everything in focus no matter how close or far 
away (doesn’t just have to be for landscapes) 

3. Taking Portraits – Don’t get too close physically to the person or you will get 
distortion (and maybe even add some pounds and who wants that?) 
Stand farther away and use your zoom to get a close-up of the person. 

4. Wide Angle or Zoom? - Where you stand in relation to your subject affects the     
            background. If you want your subject to fill the frame you can either stand 
close  and use a wide angle, or stand farther away and use your zoom.  The 
background  will appear different. Distances between objects in the background that 
are further  away will appear different and more or less of the objects at the sides of 
your  picture will show.  So try to position yourself at different places and take the 
same  shot then choose the one you like best. 

5. For an impressionistic, blurred effect, set your aperture to stay open longer 
and  move your camera up and down (or from side to side or in other ways). 

6. Some cameras have “Smile Recognition” which means it waits until your 
subject  smiles before taking the picture (sorry - not dogs, just humans). 

7. It’s better to put more money into a good lens than into a camera body.  You 
will  probably want to replace your camera body in 5 to 10 years but your lens 
will be able to be used for longer on subsequent models (at least of the same 
brand of  camera). 
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8. Henry’s has used equipment for sale.  You view it online, let them know what  
      you want to see, and they get it sent to their store so you can go in and take a 
look  at it.  They will buy your equipment but not for cash.  You get credit to use at   
their store. 

9. Henry’s rents cameras and equipment.  This could be helpful if you have a 
project that you only need expensive equipment for one time, or for vacations, 
or for trying something before deciding whether to buy that kind of item, etc. 

10. Henry’s offers instructional workshops for learning how to use specific kinds 
of  cameras. 

11. If you mention you belong to a camera club Henry’s staff will go on their  
      computer and see if a discount is possible for some equipment (but not for  
cameras). 

 

 

                                My Two Cents.... submitted by Chloe Craig 
 
The majority of the results are in and we had a great response to the survey. When I 
sat down with the executive there were 82 completed surveys. I presented at the 
executive meeting and then we sat down a second time to go in depth. There will be a 
summary from the executive but here is my thought. You get out what you put in! I 
joined this club as a way for me to get out of the house once in a while and socialize 
with people that have similar interests. I came to the meeting in September and took 
one look around the room and went WHOA! I was the youngest one in the room by 
probably 10-20 years but that didn’t matter. Photography is my passion. I dove right 
in and I started getting as involved as my life would allow. Now I am getting so much 
more out of the club than I ever even imagined, and have met some amazing and 
talented people. So for those of you that want more out of your experience, put some 
more into it and see what happens. 
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 Through an Amateur’s Viewfinder .....submitted by Donna Edmonds 

Though I appreciate that my friends and family like my photographs, I always feel a 
bit frustrated and embarrassed whenever anyone would say that I am a good 
photographer. I am an amateur and most of my successes have been achieved with a 
little bit of knowledge and a great deal of luck.  

After about a year as a member of Northumberland Photography Club, I had resolved 
to learn more about photography. I had decided that the beginning was probably the 
best place to start, so it seemed almost serendipitous that Cindy Taylor stood up a 
couple of meetings ago and spoke about her course at Fleming College. She had 
piqued my interest and I asked her about the course at break time. It was a beginner’s 
course she explained, but I figured that there would most likely be quite a few things 
in the course that I did not know or that I had developed some bad habits, so I 
enrolled in the course and I was not disappointed. Though a few of the students in 
the class did not understand aperture or shutter speed, most had some idea of what 
they meant or had studied the CD provided with the course to gain an understanding 
of the very basic rules of photography. Cindy presented these concepts in a very 
concise and easily understood way so the course could move along at a rapid pace. 

One of our assignments was to produce a “ghost” image. When I showed my printed 
image in class, Cindy encouraged me to submit it as one of my Photographer’s 
Choice photos at the meeting. I was nervous to see the image on the big screen but 
after the meeting a couple of people asked me how I had produced the image. I 
received an email from Larry asking me to put into writing how I took the photo so 
here it is: 

These images are shot in Shutter Priority, in a fairly dark location, using a long 
shutter speed with your camera on a tripod. A very quick movement of the subject to 
two or more locations and holding each pose (very still) for a certain time length 
allows the pose to register as a somewhat transparent image which is still discernible 
from the background. A very quick movement from pose to pose is required so the  
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movement will not show on the 
image (this may take a bit of 
practice). I released the shutter 
using a timed remote control. 

ISO 720(auto), 58mm, f5, 15.0 
sec 

Shutter priority - camera 
chooses the aperture. 58mm 
was the longest focal length 
the room would allow, you may 
want to go longer as it will help 
to decrease distortion and may let the camera choose a smaller aperture. 3 poses at 5 
seconds each pose. 

Dark clothing against a dark background makes the body appear almost invisible so 
off for a wardrobe change! 

ISO 450 (auto), 18mm, f3.5, 20.0 sec 

Shutter Priority, 18mm focal length allowed the image to include more of the body 
and the couch, two poses each held for about 10 seconds. I wanted it to appear as if 
each of my hands was covering the other in a sort of “there, there, you’ll be fine” kind 
of pose, so I placed an object on the floor to indicate to me where I should place my 
hands, left hand in one pose, right hand in the other. I guess my thoughts of what the 
emotion of the photo should be helped 
me to produce the shot.  

I had a lot of fun taking these photos 
and it was a good way to play with and 
get to know my camera a bit better 
during this long, cold winter. 

It can be a frightening prospect to see 
ones photographs up on the big screen 
for all to see, with your name in big bold letters, attached to a photo which, when  
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huge, always seems to look a little too dark, to light, out of focus or just not as good 
as it did on your screen at home. There have been a few months when I haven’t 
submitted any images for the NPC meetings. I wanted to participate and contribute to 
the meetings but I didn’t want to submit any photos that weren’t perfect or would 
seem so inferior to the amazing photos that the obviously better photographers had 
submitted. I was feeling a bit discouraged and it was taking a lot of the fun out being 
a member of the club and photography in general.  

I was very pleased to see a fellow NPCer in Cindy’s class and he echoed my feelings 
about how intimidating it can be to see one of your own photos up on the big screen 
at the meetings. The knowledge that he and probably others felt the same sense of 
dread that I had, spurred me to submit photos in every category at the last meeting! I 
am hoping this article will encourage other amateurs and maybe a few of the more 
timid yet more experienced people in the club to contribute to the meetings by 
submitting photos and/or photography related questions and answers for our new 
Q&A segment.  

Call for all members to submit your Photography Questions and Answers! 

At the March 2014 general meeting Elaine presented a new feature to our monthly 
meetings; the question and answer segment, where members would be able to pose 
photography questions and receive answers to their questions at break time. To build 
on that great idea we invite the members to submit your questions VIA email to 
Q&A@northumberlandphoto.ca . Your questions will then be forwarded to all of the 
membership in an email once a month in the hope that one or more of the 
membership will reply. You don’t have to be an expert to respond to a question. Any 
tips, tricks or personal experiences are very welcome. Questions and answers can be 
anonymous or you can sign your name at the bottom of your emailed question or 
response. The question and answers will then be presented at the monthly meeting 
and compiled for a segment in our monthly newsletter. 

We suggest that your questions be submitted up to one week after the monthly 
meeting and answers be submitted by the usual deadlines for photo submissions 
(about 10 days before the meeting). 
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Dream Light...... submitted by Alasdair Gillespie 

Winter provides photographers with challenges but also opportunities. These photos 
used ice as a medium for light, internally refracting and reflecting it. Many are HDR 
photos and some processed through Photomatix.  If you would like to see more of 
these photographs,  here's a link to visit the online photo gallery.  

alasdairgillespie.zenfolio.com 
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                      .....   Larry Keeley  
 

                                                 Hey.... Buddy.....    

  Psst! C’mere a sec. Got somthin to tell ya. I stopped, looked around and 
through the hazy evening light finally saw my friend sitting on his front 
porch. He waved me over and after I had settled myself upwind from his 
stinkin’ pipe he asked me, ya know tha photography club  we got here ‘n 
town, tha norumberlin somthin or other club? I nodded yes and he said I 
hear dey just did a survey of their 100 plus members to get some idear of 
what dey can do to improve dere program. Parently dey got some 
members who want to learn more bout dem fancy new cameras evryones 
usin these days, you know them things that don have no film in em and 
run on things called pixals or pixies or whatever makes em work. I’m told 
ther pretty confusin, these new things and loss of people  getting frustrate 
trying to figure em out.                                                                                                             
I knew what he was getting at, having felt frustrated myself many times 
since having acquired one of “ them fancy new things.” I then told  him 
that I knew the club is very serious about helping its members improve 
their photographic skills and that its entire program was based on 
activities designed to help people learn and enjoy photography and that it 
had started an Outreach program to help others in the community.                                   
He took a long draw on his pipe and then speaking through the smoke he 
exhaled he said, I heard one a tha questions dey asked on dis survey was:  
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do you go on the outings your club organizes? I said yes, that was one of 
the questions. Well, he said, what I don unnerstand is why a total of 76 out 
of 88 members said they never or rarely go on these outings??? (For the 
sake of brevity we will not concern ourselves with how he knew this!)  OK, 
he continued, for some it meybe bad timing or health problems, or 
somthin like dat but 76 out of 88?....He stopped and thought for a moment 
and then said dats moren 86% of those who answered and over 70% of the 
entire membership!  Deyre missin a great opportunity to learn new things 
as well as gettin to know other members of the club.                                                           
I told him I agreed with what he was saying.  I then told him that the club 
had tried to introduce a “Buddy System” about a year ago. The point being 
that members would team up with one or two other members and would 
then go out, on their own, to a coffee shop, or some such place,  talk 
photography and get to know each other a bit better. And, later, if they 
wanted to, they could go on their own little outing and enjoy capturing 
some images nearby.  You know, he said. Dats a great idear. If it was me, 
I’d simply pick up da phone and call two or three members I don  know an 
tell em to meet me somewhere an bring your camera. We don hafta wait for 
an organized outing, we could do it ourselves!                                                        
At that point I suggested he consider joining the club. With that kind of 
attitude, I said, you would be a great asset to this Norumberlan somthin or 
other club. 

And, with that, we’ll leave my friend smoking his stinking pipe! This 
newsletter is a bit longer than usual; but there was just so much great 
‘stuff’’ submitted!  Thanks, everyone. 

 

 


