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Message From Our President      Elaine Amenta 

As I write this piece it is cold and we had snow this morning! 

What a different spring we are having from last year. The cold 

weather is making it so much more difficult to get out and 

photograph the beauty around us. However, today (April 20th) 

there were 13 brave souls who made their way to Millbrook to 

take part in the `Scavenger Hunt that Larry Keeley arranged for 

us. What a fun morning we had! First of all, the 35 minute drive from Cobourg  to Millbrook was 

wonderful. The fields are starting to come alive and I saw sheep that had been shorn and an 

abundance of horses and donkeys in the fields. I really am enjoying life in this part of Ontario! 

We spent a couple of hours finding the pre- photographed items in the town and marking them 

down on our sheets. We learned photography tips along the way, such as composition; how a 

zoom lens makes a window shutter look like a work of art. We discovered that a subject 

photographed  from a particular angle and then looked at with the naked eye looks like a totally 

different subject. Who would have thought that a piece of gingerbread trim on a door could look so 

artistic when you zoomed in! NPC shared this event with The Peterborough Photography Club and 

we beat their socks off with 172 points to their 138! Debbie Funchion was the winner for our club 

and we congratulated her by buying her lunch. Well done, Debbie! 

We have many dedicated members of the club who arrange events for us. We have an outings 

chair, David O’Rourke, who arranges 2 to 3 outings a month. We have Bryan Marjoram and his 

team who are organizing our “Picture Perfect” workshop for May 4th, Andreas Gada who makes the 

wonderful technical evenings possible. We also have dedicated executive  members who work  
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hard to make NPC the successful club that is envied by other photography clubs. I thank you all 

for your hard work and I thank those members who support us and join in and have fun, even on a 

cold morning in April! 

 

 

NPC FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER!!! 

                 ……………  DONNA EDMONDS  …….. 

I am the 7th of 8 children, born and raised in Scarborough Ontario, when 

Scarborough was still full of farm houses, fields and dirt roads. My 

parents built the home I grew up in 1949 and it still stands now 

somewhat dwarfed by its neighbours. My husband, Bob and I and our 

two children moved to Hope Township (now Port Hope Ward 2) in 1989 

into our home where we still live. We chronicled the building of our 

home with photos and as the house changed over the years we have 

photos every step of the way. I don’t remember what camera we used 

but it was definitely a point and shoot and those photos are very precious to us. 

                                                                                                                                                                             

My primary passion has been 

raising my children and any 

other work was just a 

supplement for income as long 

as I could be home when the 

children were. My husband 

and I ended up tag teaming a 

lot; I left for work as he arrived 

home and I worked on 

weekends and holidays for the 

bulk of the time. As my 

children grew, I did end up returning to school to pursue some interesting “career” options.  I was 

a chef for about ten years until the physical stresses were too much for me and then returned to 

school again to learn about computers. For the past seven years I have worked on a rose farm 

which helped me to hone my computer and customer service skills and enhanced my gardens 

which now boast about 60 rose bushes along with various other shrubs and perennials. 
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DONNA EDMONDS……. 

I love to photograph my gardens and the area around my house, and I especially love to shoot the 

wonderful bugs, bees, hummingbirds, butterflies and of course, the flowers. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I also love photographing people, especially children. 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

……..and taking lots of shots on a long trip from the 

car as my husband drives. 
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Featured Photographer….Donna Edmonds 

 

I have always been interested in photographs though my interest in photography could be 

considered fairly recent. I like photographing just about anything but can’t quite get the feel for 

landscapes and am not really too comfortable using a tripod, but I hope  to learn.  

 

 

 

My first SLR was a borrowed Pentax from the 70’s and had an excellent leather case which I didn’t 

realize had come loose from the camera and dropped on the ground while I was shooting photos 

in my garden and yard. I ran over the case with our riding lawn mower about a week later. I loved 

that camera and was sad to give it back (without the case) when I purchased my own Pentax MZ-6 

SLR. It was almost easier in those days not understanding much about photography and not being 

able to manipulate the shots with software afterwards. I remember when I purchased that camera 

the fellow at the camera store was talking about Digital SLRs and I resented that he seemed to be 

trying to convince me it was the way things were going. “Never!” I exclaimed.  

 

When proper camera shops started closing and film was getting harder and harder to get - let 

alone get developed, my hobby was somewhat shelved for a couple of years until I couldn’t take it 

anymore and waded into the world of digital photography. My first digital camera was also a 

Pentax, an Optio SV, 5 megapixel and it was expensive (about $500.00). It was a point and shoot 

that actually took great pictures; it just had to think about them for about 10 seconds after the 

shutter was released. As the prices dropped and the quality improved a Fuji Finepix S2000 10 

megapixel camera made its way into our collection and I still use it as a small point and shoot 

option that fits in my purse. I now use a Nikon D-90 with 18-105mm and 70-300mm lenses.                                  

 

I travelled as a young woman spending 4 months backpacking around Europe and the U.K. with 

my brother and sister and took many photos with a Kodak 110 (remember them?). I didn’t get a 

chance to do any travelling again until my daughter’s wedding in July 2010 which was in 

California. It allowed us to take a wonderful drive up California’s Highway #1 from Big Sur to San 

Francisco and to see the giant redwoods in Big Basin Redwoods State Park. The camera we took 

along on that trip was the Fuji and we got some nice photos and videos.  
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The next year we took a drive to St John’s Newfoundland where our son and his wife had lived for 

a couple of years and were very happy to have the Nikon for that trip. 

                         

That same year I drove with my friend to North and South Carolina to meet up with my daughter, 

niece and two of my sisters (again with the Nikon) and I really enjoyed shooting many photos as 

my camera and I got better acquainted. We 

rounded out 2011 spending Christmas in Jamaica 

where a couple of children at the resort called me 

the “nice camera lady”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

These past few months since I’ve been a member 

of the Northumberland Photography Club, I have 

learned more about my camera, composing 

photos, software developing and understanding exposure than I have in all the years I have taken 

photos, and I have had a lot of fun! 

 

I am very glad that I wandered into the gallery on Queen Street in Port Hope and had a chat with 

Larry Keeley.    I hope that I will be asked to be the featured photographer again in a couple of 

years and you can all see how I have improved. I can only say that when I am behind the lens it 

doesn’t matter how cold, hot, hungry or tired I am; I have a big smile on my face and time flies.           
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“TECK TALK”    by      CINDY TAYLOR               

 Cindy Taylor is a seasoned,  award winning commercial  photographer who has lived in 

Northumberland County for the past 25 years, 20 of which she has been making her living as a full 

time photographer with General Motors,  Hilton Hotels, Barrick 

Gold, and Loblaws as some of her clients. 

  

Cindy’s work has been seen in Canadian Living, Toronto Life, 
Tourism all across Canada, and numerous local and regional 
publications. She presently teaches Photography at Fleming 
College and is knocking off the countries on her bucket list with 
one of her current passions : photographic tours around the 
world. 
When I teach my photography courses at Fleming 
College, my first class touches on the top 4 
ingredients I feel go into making a fabulous 
photograph:  
 

 I dissect each section and thoroughly explain these four facets. 
1. Light (quality, direction, types of light, etc..) 
2. Technical (proper lens usage, crispness, aperture/shutter 
priority, etc) 
3. Colour or lack of Colour (colour blocking, colour psychology, 
etc..) 
4. Emotion - How to bring your photograph to life. 
 
 

 
EMOTION - I find this to be the most 
challenging part of my job, therefore 
why not dissect it a bit to help the 
reader understand what I mean.     
 “Touch the people with your 
photographs”, make them feel. Take 
them to the place where your picture 
was taken or let them know or 
imagine something about the people, 
places or animals on your portraits. 
You should create moods and 
emotional responses; transmit states 
of mind, sensations and feelings.  
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Creating technically perfect images is 

not enough. One thing that makes a great 
photo is its ability to convey emotion. As a 
photographer, you should use your skills to 
create photographs which express the 
deepest human emotions: Sadness, 
happiness, anger, fear, disgust, surprise, 
compassion, sorrow, rage, hunger. Pictures 
that really show us the essence of being 
human.   
 

 

 Feelings bring a snapshot out of obscurity and make it shine. Think of a 

normal sunset picture from the shores of Hawaii with just the horizon and a 
bright orange sun dipping low. It’s beautiful for sure and even better when 
viewed in person. Now, pull the zoom back to a wider angle and show a couple in 
silhouette, sitting on lounge chairs facing the waves and reaching to each other 
to hold hands. Different people will connect with each photo in different ways, or 
maybe not at all. Those in a romanic mood will enjoy the photo of the couple and 
those looking for calm without distraction may enjoy the singular sunset. My 
point here is you can’t guess which mood people will be in when they view your 
work. Which is actually a good thing, because the photo should be your 
expression of what you see and feel through the viewfinder (unless you are 
attempting a neutrally biased photojournalistic stance). Here then are some tips 
to help convey emotion and feeling in photographs to help make a stronger 
connection with viewers.      
                                                                                                                                                            

Realize What Type Of Mood You’re In While Shooting                   
 Your emotional state has the largest impact on the 
emotional quality of your photos. When I look back through 
travel photos I will often noticed a dip here and there in the 
number of photos taken on a particular day. The quality is 
also off and I can remember just what I was feeling that 
day. In most cases, I had that “Just not feeling it today” 
blah that comes and goes for us all. And it shows in my 
work. Ok snapshots of mountains, but nothing to write 
home about. Other days I feel like the world is my oyster 
and I’m uncovering hidden gems left and right. It’s 
important to understand where you are and realize that will 
likely come through in your photography. Give yourself a 
break on the down days and be sure to pick up your camera on the upswings. 
Just remember that neither lasts forever. 
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Your emotional state has the largest impact on the emotional quality of your 
photos. When I look back through travel photos I will often notice a dip here and 
there in the number of photos taken on a  
particular day. The quality is also off and I can remember just what I was feeling 
that day. In most cases, I had that “Just not feeling it today” blah that comes and 
goes for us all. And it shows in my work. Ok, snapshots of mountains, but 
nothing to write home about. Other days I feel like the world is my oyster and I’m 
uncovering hidden gems left and right. It’s important to understand where you 
are and realize that will likely come through in your photography. Give yourself a 
break on the downdays and be sure to pick up your camera on the upswings. 
Just remember that neither lasts forever. 
 
Tighten The Shot 

Often a singular emotion gets lost in 
a busy scene. This goes for photos 
as well. Simplify the main subject of 
the image before hitting the shutter 
release. A wide angle view of a 
festival in the streets might show the 
size, which can be impressive in its 
own right, but the feel of that party is 
best conveyed on the faces of those 
dancing or performing in the crowd. 
Zero in on the action. It may tell the difference between a large crowd who is 
standing around, bored or a large crowd having the time of their lives. 
In the photo above, I cut out the crowds on the steps to zero in on the real story - 
the wonderful monk.  I captured this image in Thailand in 2012. 
 
 

Focus On Faces 

This is a fairly straight forward bit of 
advice that may seem obvious, but 
many of us avoid people 
photographs when in a new 
situations with strangers. When 
possible, always ask permission 
before taking a picture of a stranger, 
especially head on.  
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Again, remember your mood will possibly influence theirs and if you are trying to 
capture them as naturally as can be (without being a sniper hiding in the shadows), 
keep your  
 demeanor as neutral as can be. Simple raised eyebrows while pointing to your camera 
does work and it doesn’t require a huge smile on your part, as if you are asking your 
subject to smile back. Chances are they will convey what they wish. If life is hard, they 
likely won’t smile and their face will often tell the tale of their hardships. If they are 
joyous, or just young, you may get a beaming smile. And with any good portrait, 
remember to get sharp focus on the eyes. And share the results with your subject if 
you can. 
Set Your Camera Down And Observe 
 

                   

 
First, I shot the typical “postcard” tourist shot, then my intuition told me to “turn 
around”..and I preferred this shot - while all the tourists were shooting the 
cathedral, I studied the reflections. 
 

I tend to get curious looks when I tell people to stop shooting and set the camera 
away, so this time I’ll simply tell you to put the camera down for a minute. Forget 
about shooting and just sit and observe. Your mood has a big part in what and 
how you shoot, but also realize that being a shooter in a situation often means 
you travel in a bubble. To break out of thatbubble and absorb more from the 
world in which you are immersed, sit. And observe for 15 minutes. The mood of 
those around you will often become more apparent with this relaxed stance. 
 
Return If You Can 
If you are shooting a subject which you can return to, do it. The same street or 
beach or room will have a different feel on different days, especially if the 
weather changes often. And your mood can shift as well from day to day. Return 
to a location with an open mind for a second look and you may be surprised to 
find not only are the characters involved different, the feel of the place is 
different too. 
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Conveying emotion in photography is a sure fire way to help your work connect with those 

viewing it. It will help lift the quality of your work and give it more punch. Before you hit the shutter 

release next time, think to yourself, “What emotion am I trying to convey?

 
Please see Cindy’s website for the most current courses and tours - 

www.cindytaylor.com      photo@eagle.ca 905.342.7753 
 

 
 

  Photo Scavenger Hunt  
 Text and photos submitted  by Susanne Pacey 
 
I had a wonderful time at the Photo Scavenger Hunt in Millbrook 
on Apr. 20th. Walking around town with a map and 27 photos of 
close-ups of parts of buildings or other objects to find was 
challenging but encouraged one to have a very good look at 
many interesting things in the town that one would have never 
seen otherwise. We didn't need our cameras, but I was glad I had 
mine as there were some great pictures to be had.  
Around noon most of us met at Sylvie's Restaurant for lunch 
where the scores and winners were announced. The person with 
the highest score from NPC was Debbie Funchion and from the 
PPS was Paul Macklin . NPC had one less person but scored 
higher overall so we gave the PPS members a rude "ya ya yaaah" 
led by Larry and we can now enjoy bragging rights for the year. I 
hope to be involved again in this kind of scavenger hunt. A little 
bird told me he may organize one for our club in Port Hope. Hope he does! Thanks 
very much to Larry Keeley from NPC and Bob Brown from PPS for their efforts in 
organizing this two-club event!   

               
 
  
 

http://www.cindytaylor.com/
mailto:photo@eagle.ca


                         Final score:  

Northumberland Photography Club: 178 

Peterborough Photographic Society: 132 
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Scavenger Hunt Results 
 

 
NPC Winner: Debbie Funchion                                        Organizers and winners 

                           PPS Winner: Paul Macklin        photo submitted by Susanne Pacey                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our fearless leader, Elaine, 
trying to convince 
Ontario’s finest that our 
Scavenger Hunt was a very 
innocent and peaceful 
activity. Nothing involving 
terrorism!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo submitted by Donna Edmonds 
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         Outings Column by David O’Rourke 

On March 30th, we had an excellent turnout—at least 20 

people—to the old Picton Air Force Base in Prince Edward 

County. This idea was Allan Short’s from the word GO! Allan 

often takes part in “Photography and Fitness” outings run by 

County photographer Phil Norton, and this was one such 

outing. Here are some of Phil’s photos from the day; take a look and see if he caught 

you in one of them: http://www.philnorton.net/camp_picton/index.html. Allan Short, 

as I’m sure you know, will be taking over as the new Outings Director on July 1st. 

After the old Picton Air Force Base, our next outing was a last-minute thing at 

the Port Hope Golf and Country Club. As the golf course was being opened to the 

public at 12 noon on April 4th, our Club members were given permission to wander 

the course on our own for the morning. Although the course was hardly green that 

early in the spring, most of the holes border Lake Ontario, and so the course is 

frequently regarded as one of the prettiest in the province. Thanks to Joe Schmeiss, 

who is also a member of the Golf Club, for leading a tour for us, and to Dave Bland, 

one of the course marshals, for being on hand if anyone needed help. 

Our last outing was a more independent one. On Saturday, April 6th, 15-20 of 

our Club’s members stationed themselves on their own at various strategic locations 

along the banks of Port Hope’s Ganaraska River to photograph the town’s infamous 

“Float Your Fanny Down the Ganny.” This is always a fun event with opportunities for 

some really fabulous images. It is always disappointing, however, that it is not better 

run. The Crazy Crafts always seem to be an hour late, and there are often long 

stretches of time between them. The volunteers do their best, but for a big tourist 

draw like this, one would think that the town would be more involved in the whole 

operation. 

  

http://www.philnorton.net/camp_picton/index.html
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Before getting to the upcoming Club Outings, I’d like to thank former Vice 

President  Ray Williams for doing the Outings Slide Show for the last two meetings. 

He’s done a terrific job, and we all have appreciated it. Many thanks, Ray!  

 Here are the Club Outings that we have coming up in the weeks ahead: 

Tuesday Night, May 14th – Cobourg at Night.  We will begin at Cobourg 

Harbour, meeting at 7:00 pm in the parking lot on the west side of the Marina and 

Cobourg Yacht Club Office (where the launch ramp is).  After that, it’s up to you—

shoot whatever you wish: e.g. sunset in the harbour, Victoria Hall, Victoria Park, any 

of the churches, maybe even something in the store windows along King St.  At 9:30 

pm we’ll meet up again (if you wish) at the Cat & the Fiddle at 38 Covert Street in 

Cobourg to review our images and whet our whistles.  I’ll have a table reserved for 

members of our Club for 9:30 pm.  

Thursday Afternoon, May 16th – St. Mary’s Cement Company, 

Bowmanville.  

http://www.stmaryscement.com/saintmaryscementinc/SMC_cementPlants_detail.asp

?LID=3 . Want to hone your industrial photography? St. Mary’s Cement Company, 

located just south of the 401 in Bowmanville, has agreed to give us a guided tour of 

the plant. If you like to shoot really big things, the St. Mary’s plant is definitely for 

you. We’ll be meeting at 12:30 pm at the Port Hope commuter parking lot on the east 

side of Toronto Road just south of the 401. Sharon Thompson wisely suggests that 

for this outing you bring a plastic rain hood, rain sleeve, or even a Loblaw’s bag, to 

protect your camera in the potentially dusty environment.  

Saturday, May 25th – The Apple Blossom Tyme Festival, Colborne. 

http://www.appleblossomtyme.com The Festival includes “a collection of local 

vendors and food to sample along with vintage cars and tractors on display, a soap 

box derby race, a midway, baking contests, a competitive and fun spelling bee, and 

lots of other contests and activities.” We’ll meet at 9 am at the Cobourg commuter 

parking lot on the west side of Hwy 45 (Division Road North) just north of the 401 and 

then car-pool together to Colborne. We will spend the morning shooting the various  

 

http://www.stmaryscement.com/saintmaryscementinc/SMC_cementPlants_detail.asp?LID=3
http://www.stmaryscement.com/saintmaryscementinc/SMC_cementPlants_detail.asp?LID=3
http://www.appleblossomtyme.com/
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events taking place in the Village of Colborne and then for lunch head to the beautiful 

Loughbreeze Bay B&B: http://www.loughbreezebay.com where we will have a 

barbeque and then walk a nature trail—possibly led by our own Terry Self—to do a 

little more photography.  

Sunday, June 2nd - West End of Toronto – We’ll meet at 8:45 am at the Port 

Hope commuter parking lot on the east side of Toronto Road just south of the 401 

where we will car pool and drive to the Photo & Video Imaging Expo 2013 at the 

International Centre on Airport Road in Mississauga (it opens at 10 am). Terry Self 

has sent this link on the show and free tickets:  http://exposureshow.com . After the 

show, we will head to the Humber Arboretum http://humberarboretum.on.ca where 

Debbie Funchion tells us we will be most rewarded by its “balance of ornamental 

gardens and diverse natural areas.” 

Sunday, June 9th - Mosport Speedway, Clarington– Former Executive member 

Diego Fabris came up with this exciting idea and is in charge of this outing. As you 

may recall from Diego’s recent email, the June 9th outing is now full, but he is 

looking into the possibility of another outing at a future date. 

That’s it for now, folks! More Club Outings are being planned for June, so pleased 

stay tuned in the weeks ahead. Outings are announced both by email and on the 

Club’s website Members’ Page: http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/wp/ . The 

Members’ Page is also an important resource when last-minute cancellations due to 

weather have to take place. Make it one of your Favourites, and check it regularly. 

Keep shooting! 

    

                                                            Outing photos submitted by David O’Rourke 

http://www.loughbreezebay.com/
http://exposureshow.com/
http://humberarboretum.on.ca/
http://www.northumberlandphoto.ca/wp/
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Outing photos by David O’Rourke 
 

Terry Self black ‘n white photos 

 

 
 
Back yard willow tree and power line 
fireball during the recent ice storm.  

 Photos submitted by Howard Goodfellow. 
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More Bits ‘n Bytes! 

 
 

  
A nice variety of outing photos 
submitted by Bob Robertson. 
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Whatizzit??? 
 

A new challenge for Monitor readers! See if 
you  can identify this photo: What is it and 
where/when was it taken?  
 

Please send WHATIZZIT PHOTOS for 
future issues of the Monitor.  
 
 
         (See pg. 19  for the answer.)  
 
 
 
 
Whatizzit  photo submitted by Dawn Knudsen 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                        

First Outing submitted by Dawn Knudsen 
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  by Larry Keeley 
 
 

          “Because they make me try harder........” 
 

 

Recently, while quaffing an ale with a fellow photographer, we got 
talking about the activities and features we most liked about photo 
clubs. Eventually, the subject of competitions emerged. This being 
just a few days following Leif Petersen’s NPC presentation in which 
he talked about the Oshawa Camera Club and showing us many 
beautiful photographs some of his club members had submitted, 
prompted me to ask my friend what he felt about competitions. 
“I love them!”, he said. When I asked him why, he replied, “because 
they make me try harder. I want my photos to be as good as, or even 
better than other members’, if possible, and this keeps me looking for 
ways to improve my work. 
 
Previous experience with competitions has allowed me to observe 
that, as time passes, the competition winners are mostly the same 
members, year after year. Furthermore, other members become 
discouraged and eventually stop submitting photos altogether. His 
response, when I mentioned this to him, was that the non-
participating members obviously “didn’t have much interest in 
photography.” 
 
I have reflected upon this a number of times since we talked. Our 
Northumberland Photography Club has had many excellent 
exhibitions in the past. Considering the large selection of top   
quality photographs that have been submitted, I cannot help but 
believe that our members are highly motivated by the simple urge to 
produce beautiful photographs.  And what better reason could there 
possibly be?  As years go by, different attitudes may prevail; 
however, for now, we’ve got the best of all reasons to try harder. So, 
‘nough said on this topic! 
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This issue of the newsletter contains more pages than previously. I’m trying to 

make up for the late mailing by including everything that was submitted while my 

computer problems were being solved. Hopefully, this is all behind me now and 

we can get back to regular emailing dates. I try to send the newsletter by the 25th 

of each month. If possible, please send materials to be included by the 20th of 

each month. 

Many thanks to all who submitted materials for this issue of our newsletter. My 

apologies for its late completion! 

 

And the answer to the Whatizzit question? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Canada Day sky jumpers captured at Cobourg Beach 

                                                Submitted by Dawn Knudsen. 


