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       President’s message.......by Elaine Amenta                                                                                                                                  

It’s here again, the cold, the wind, the snow! Bad weather 

shouldn't discourage you from using your photography skills. Rain 

and wind can add a delightful dimension to any picture. Here are 

some tips for keeping your gear safe in unmerciful conditions.                                                

Keep batteries in a warm pocket or glove when not in use. When 

the temperature drops, so does the lifespan of your batteries. It is essential that you keep 

your batteries warm, and only insert them into your camera when needed.                                 

Switch off energy consuming autofocus if not required.                                                                     

Wrap your camera in a plastic bag when not in use. One problem with cold weather is 

excessive moisture in the air. This is exacerbated when moving from cold conditions 

directly to warm conditions e.g. from the cold outside to a warm room. Resulting 

condensation will fog your lens and can damage your camera. By placing your camera in a 

plastic bag before entering a warm room, you ensure that moisture condenses on the bag 

rather than on your camera.                                                                                                                                            

Al Short, our Outings chair, will be taking us on some treks in the cold as winter draws in, 

so prepare now and you will be ready. I have found that putting those little toe heaters 

inside my boots can extend my time outdoors by quite a bit. I see that Costco sells them by 

the box full, might be worth it to buy them, keep them in the back of the car and sell them 

to other members who were not so wise? …………… (Continued on pg.2….) 
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………… When I first began taking pictures I lived in Illinois. I was taken under the wing of 

a fabulous photographer named Jonathan Robson (http://www.jrobfoto.com/. One of our 

first shoots was the Michigan Light houses. It was January and I had never known cold like 

I felt that day! I had never walked on ice that thick and so close to the water’s edge. I did 

however, get some amazing shots. Those photographs were lost forever, along with 

hundreds of my first attempts, when my Mac crashed a few years ago. Oh well, I have taken 

thousands since. You have to be resilient if you are going to be a winter photographer. You have to 

enjoy the great outdoors, no matter what season and you have to be prepared for frozen toes and 

fingers to get that ‘perfect” shot!                                                                                                                                               

Please share your favourite winter photography with us at our meetings. I, for one, want to see who 

the brave souls really are in NPC. Happy Winter and Happy Shooting!!

 

Congratulations are extended to three of our NPC 

members whose photographs were accepted into the 

prestigious Robert McLaughlin Gallery, located in 

Oshawa.  This is the largest public art gallery in the 

Durham region and houses a significant collection of 

contemporary and modern artwork. Well done, guys!! 

                                 Oliver Stein 

David O’Rourke                          Allan Short 

http://www.jrobfoto.com/
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CHLOE CRAIG !!!   

Place of birth:  Cobourg    Places you have travelled 
to: Most of the states but not for any length of time just 
passing through, 
my parents were 
truck drivers.  I 
have spent a lot of 
time in Florida. I 
have been to 
British Columbia 
and 
Newfoundland.      

What are some of your favourite hobbies or pastimes?  

Photography, scrapbooking, camping  and  being 

outdoors" 
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Chloe Craig……  

When and how did you develop an interest in 
photography?  I have always been a shutterbug as long as 
I can remember. When I was 17 I took a 
photography course at a summer camp. The arts camp 
operates at a military academy over the 
summer. Our assignment for the day was to "shoot 
down". On the property was an obstacle 
course that had a barbed wire component. The obstacle 
hadn’t been used all summer so there 
was natural growth and in the middle was this single 
white daisy. We were shooting film so one 
of the components of the course was to develop and print 
our shots. Watching the image appear on the paper was 

breathtaking. I decided then and there that I wanted to study photography in college and  
make it my career. 

What camera(s) makes and models do you use?  

I have several cameras, I only really use two 
anymore. I have two film cameras, one was my 
Dad’s that he gave me the summer I went to 
camp and I have a point and shoot digital. The 
two I use regularly are my iPhone and my Nikon 
D70. "….I always have some form of camera 
with me from my DSLR to my point and shoot 
and nowadays  my iphone! 
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Chloe Craig…………… 
 

When and 
where do you 
do most of 
your 
photography?                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
……… My 
favorite 
subject to 
photograph 
would be my 
daughter. I take photos of her constantly.  

What is, or are, your favourite subject(s) to 

photograph? 

...... I have a very wide range of subjects that I 
like to photograph such as animals, still life, 
nature, sports, travel, concerts and candids.    
 
……When I am out and about and see 
something interesting I capture it.   
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Chloe Craig………. 
 
 I am always curious to learn new tips and techniques as photography is always changing 
and advancing.  Night photography is high on my list to learn. " 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share with us a memorable event you have 

experienced with your photography………. 

………Probably the best photographic moment 
so far for me would have to have been this past 
summer. I am a HUGE Great Big Sea fan and this 
summer Alan Doyle (the lead singer) was on 
his solo tour and he was the opener for Little 
Lake Music Festival for 2013. I arrived hours 
early to get the best seat I could and, in doing 
so,  I was there for sound check. The day was 
great and I got to fulfil my dream of shooting a 
GBS concert. 
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    bjn Photography 

 Message from the desk of Brenda Nutter  

        Inspiring Photographers....the Series! 

This is the first in a series of introductions to some of the amazing Canadian photographers 

whose work and attitude can teach us many things. In an earlier post I referenced Freeman 

Patterson. Today, I want to talk about the work of Michelle Valberg.     

 I met Michelle, wandering a parking lot in Iqaluit. We were 

embarking on a trip through the North West Passage. I was a 

passenger. She was one of the Adventure Canada staff who would 

assist as needed over the course of the voyage. What I recall from 

this first encounter was that she had a big camera and she wore 

knee high leather boots. I wore well-worn hiking boots. I 

remember thinking, “Were we going to the same place?”  As I was 

to learn, Michelle’s cool boots were just a window on many of her 

amazing facets. 

Michelle is a world-renowned photographer who lives and 

operates her business – Valberg Imaging, out of Ottawa. She was named a Nikon 

Ambassador in 2013. Michelle has had a 25 year career in photography and strongly 

believes in giving back. She established Project North in 2009. It is a not for profit 

organization that delivers education and sports-based opportunities to northern children.  

Since its inception, over $400,000 worth of hockey equipment has been delivered to 

fourteen Nunavut communities.    Michelle travels widely but has spent a lot of time in the 

Canadian Arctic over the past five years. She has made 25 trips during that short period. I 

have heard her say that she is “living the dream”. In 2011 she held a three-month show 

based on her work in the north at the newly renovated Museum of Nature in Ottawa.  She 

used this same location on Earth Day, 2013, for the launch of her latest publication  “Arctic 

Kaleidoscope.”  Her earlier works include: Look Beyond …the Faces and Stories of People 

with HIV/AIDS, Dare to Dream…A Celebration of Canadian Women, and Ben and Nuki 

Discover Polar Bears, a children’s book. Michelle’s work has been featured in both National 

Geographic and Canadian Geographic. She has been nominated four times for the Karsh 

Award and has won many Canadian Geographic wildlife awards.  
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I asked Michelle to respond to four questions to help us learn from her experience.. These 

are her responses in her own words:                                                                                                                                 

1. What drew you to photography?                                                                                                                                    

My father gave me his camera when I was 17 years old and he never got it back!  I was 

instantly hooked after my first few photos with an SLR camera. Right then I decided to 

study photography and begin my career.  I studied Fine Art (Photography) at the University 

of Ottawa and then moved over to Algonquin College in the photography program.  Over 

25 years later, I am lucky enough to do what I love every day.   

2. At this stage in your career what inspires you? 

 Giving back and making a difference with my work inspires me the most.  To make a living 

at photography, I have a studio and gallery in Ottawa.  I employ two photographers and we 

do every kind of photography.  For me, I focus (no pun intended) on commercial work and 

portraits.  Going beyond what I do to make a living and using my photography to help 

convey a message or even perhaps, make a difference, is what has always inspired me 

most.  As I get on in my career (and I get older but wiser), I realize even more, the 

importance of giving back to my community and country, and it makes me happy to do so. 

3. What is the most important thing for amateur photographers to consider as they strive to 

increase their knowledge and skill? 

Take courses, seminars or webinars and SHOOT, SHOOT, SHOOT.  Develop your skills and 

become good at Photoshop, which I believe is a key ingredient to photography.  Just as the 

darkroom was in the film days, today we have control over our own images. Photoshop 

has been and is the greatest gift. 

4. What advice do you have for those striving to have a career in photography? 

 Adding to the comments in question 3, I would recommend working for someone in the 

type of photography industry you want to focus on.  In 

today's world, everyone is a photographer.  Just as it is 

in any competitive industry, you have to stay on top of 

your game and go beyond the norm as much as you 

can. 

For more information about Michelle or her 

photography visit www.michellevalberg.com. Her 

latest book Arctic Kaleidescope is available through 

Chapters or can be purchased through her website.  

 

 

http://www.michellevalberg.com/
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  Upcoming events, items for sale, 

Websites, Work Shops, Anything of Interest to Our Members!!! 

1. FOR SALE:                                                                                                                                                                         

> Canon Pixma Pro9000 Mark II – Professional Photo Inkjet Printer.  New, never taken out 

of box. High Performance Photo Printing up to 13" x 19" for Professional Quality.   Asking 

$225. http://www.canon.ca/inetCA/products?m=gp&pid=1174                                                                                     

> Aputure Timer Remote Cord Intervelometer for CANON (AP-TR1C)  New in box. Perfect 

for long exposure, shutter release, time lapse, etc. Model Compatible: Canon EOS Rebel 

XT, XTi, XSi, XS, T1i, T2i, EOS 60D, 1000D, 550D, 500D, 450D, 400D, 350D, 300D, Canon 

Powershot G10, G11, G12, G15  Asking $20. If interested, contact Dan Knight at 

dknight@airnet.ca 

2. Elaine Amenta’s two photos which were intended to accompany her President’s 

Message, last month but, for inexplicable reasons,  were overlooked! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What chance do you think the photographer 

who captured this image has of winning 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year in an 

exhibition with 43 000 other photographers 

from 90 countries?   See The Last Page article, 

pg. 10 for more details. 

 

http://www.canon.ca/inetCA/products?m=gp&pid=1174
mailto:dknight@airnet.ca
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My Boyhood Hero!!! 

……..submitted by Bryan Marjoram 

It's not often we get a chance to meet our boyhood 

heroes. I have met some of the finest photographer's 

in the area such as Freeman Donaldson and Andre 

O'Rourke. However, on Oct. 25th I waited in line for 

four and a half hours to meet the finest N.H.L. defencemen to ever lace on a pair of skates, 

#4, Bobby Orr. He was the perfect gentleman, 

patiently listening to people's stories of him and 

recalling memories of his heroics while signing his 

new book, ORR My Story. You didn't feel rushed even 

though the line filled the aisles of Indigo Books in 

Oshawa from one end to the other. It's refreshing in 

this day and age to meet someone you had on a 

pedestal when you were young, and they were 

everything you would have expected them to be, 

patient and considerate and a true role model to 

many. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        



The Monitor                        Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                                   11 

         
……… Larry Keeley 

                                                                   I’m A Winner!!! 

Mornings at 9 Bennett Court usually begin between 7 and 10 am. During that time copious 

quantities of coffee and tea are consumed and 2 hours spent reading newspapers is a 

common occurrence. So it was, this past Sunday, my attention was drawn to a heading in 

the Toronto Star, “Where the wild things are. The Royal Ontario Museum’s latest exhibit lets 

you get up close to nature.” Further reading revealed that more than 90 countries had 

taken part in a Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition. Heading this article was the 

photograph that had won the grand prize out of more than 43000 images throughout 2012.  

I quickly glanced at this photo and then took a closer look, trying to make sense out of 

what I was looking at. The foreground of this low angle image showed a very out-of-focus 

elephant moving to the right of the camera. One of its legs partially obscured a second 

elephant barely visible if you looked under and beyond the foremost animal.. A third 

elephant could be seen some distance away in the bottom left of the image. This blurry 

photo was titled, Essence of Elephants.  I passed the paper to Dawn and asked, “What do 

you think of this?” She looked, then rubbed her eyes and looked again and asked, “What is 

this?” I said, “It’s the photograph that won the 2012 Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

exhibition.” She shook her head, then took a closer look. “Out of 43 thousand images!” I 

added. She gave me the look. You know the look. The one wives, or significant others, 

glare at you when you have either expletive-deleated-up or have said, or done, something 

incredibly stupid. Smug in my knowledge that I was off the hook, this time, at least, I said, 

“The good thing is, this bodes well for many other photographers. Myself included.” 

“How?” she sneered. “Well,” I replied. “I have deleted better images than this, straight 

away, with no hesitation.  As it is, this photograph won a major competition and I have 

many folders filled with similar out-of-focus, poorly composed images just as bad as this 

one is. CLIC  Eastern Ontario Exhibition, get ready, here I come - there’s hope for me yet!!!”  

…..And, with that, I’ll extend warm Yuletide wishes to all of our members and look 

forward to our dinner meeting at Stanleys on the 2nd and continued meetings throughout 

the New Year. Thanks, again, to all who support our monthly newsletter! 


