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President’s Message    Elaine Amenta 

It must be spring! How do I know this? I have the urge to rearrange 

furniture and wash windows! Spring is a good time to sort out and 

throw out, or donate for reuse. I am going to do the same with my 

camera back pack. I have lenses that duplicate uses. I have flash 

cards that are still wrapped but I tend to use the same one over and 

over again! When I travel with my camera I always make sure I have 

a plastic shower cap in my camera bag, for use when it is raining. 

Now, one shower cap is a good idea, but NINE? Time to donate a 

few, perhaps. I pack a couple of granola bars in my camera bag for 

those days when I may wander off the beaten track and be gone shooting all day; (that has 

never happened, but I am prepared.) Those bars are more than likely past their “best 

before” date by now and need to be tossed out. I carry a flashlight in my backpack, but I 

am not sure the batteries are still good, need to check them out, too.                                                                                                                                                       

Spring is a great time to get “down and dirty” when out shooting. Getting close and 

personal to the ground and taking photos of new shoots as they 

push up from the soil or peeking at the inside of a robin’s nest 

can result in some incredible captures. Take your camera out 

one day and see how many different species of birds you can 

photograph. In my back garden today I saw chickadees, 

robins, blue jays and red winged blackbirds. I also have three 

owls at the bottom of my garden; they show themselves when I 

am outside without my camera! Spring brings puddles and 

that means reflections, a wonderful way to look at the world 

from a different perspective. We listened to a wonderful 

speaker in March; Julie Waterhouse told us to get out every 

day and to look at objects from a different 

viewpoint. Be creative and take risks. That is a 

bit harder to do when the ground is frozen or the 

snow is blowing at your lens. But now it is 

spring, now is the time. Let’s get out and see 

what we can find.                                                                                                                        

May 4
th

 will bring our spring workshop. I hope 

to see many of you there. Last year was such a fun, informative day. Make it a day to get 

out and look at the world from a different perspective. Make it a day to celebrate spring. 

Happy shooting and thanks for being a member of NPC!                                                         

(Photos captured and submitted by Elaine.) 
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            Eduard Merbis 

I was born and raised in The Netherlands.  I did my business 

administration studies there. And   I fulfilled my military duties as an 

officer in the air force. Then, I took off and went abroad.  Far horizons 

had been calling me since I was quite little.  I took up employment with a 

Dutch bank and worked with them for almost forty years in their 

international network.  

My first assignment was in Singapore, and I learned to ‘adapt, ‘accommodate’ , ‘respect’ 

and ‘adjust’. The island state was (and is) a composition of many cultures: a perfect 

learning ground for a youngster to discover the relativity of one’s own background values. 

Uganda followed, and then Indonesia. My photograph of a ‘betjak driver’ from my hotel 

room in Jakarta made the cover page of our staff magazine. 

It was one of my first, slightly more serious endeavours 

at photography. Of course, the foreign surroundings 

had been enticing – but the resulting photographs of 

the Malaysian jungle, the buffaloes and giraffes of the 

African savannah and the city scapes of the metropoles 

I had visited were not the greatest and, since film was 

quite expensive, I did not manage to get the best out of 

my efforts. Recently, I scanned a few of the old slides: 

the quality really evaporates over time – moving from 

climate to climate - and what remains are sadly 

discoloured and spotted images.  

In Indonesia I met my wife Nienke, equally Dutch, and 

equally a traveller. Our first son was born there. The 

second boy was born during our subsequent posting in 

Italy. As a family, we continued to roam the world. 

A few years back to head-office in Holland, then off to Istanbul in Turkey: a most 

enthralling place with wonderful people, fascinating sights and cultural treasures. Not yet 

discovered as a tourist destination as it is now. Afterwards, Saudi Arabia was a fairly  
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demanding work-place and not all that easy on the family: our eldest son had to go to 

boarding school in Europe because there was no allowance for schooling of expatriate 

teenagers over the age of fifteen in that country.  

The subsequent move in 1988 to Canada meant for us a culture shock: but one in a very 

positive sense. In our five year posting here, this country truly became ‘our home’ and we 

kept coming back here every year since, and not only because our youngest son stayed on 

here but because we loved the culture, the land, the inclusiveness as well as  the contrasts, 

but those without too many sharp edges. 

 From Canada we moved to Ireland.  After 

working in Dublin for several years, we 

bought a house in the country side in the 

village of Shillelagh and we have lived there 

since for almost 15 years. Using ‘Crone House’ 

as a base, I continued working abroad. After a 

few years in Germany, I got involved in 

banking consultancy for the likes of the 

European Commission and the World Bank as 

well as various governments: that meant travel 

on a non-stop basis to a long list of countries: 

Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Kosovo, 

Macedonia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Slovenia, Croatia, Poland, Hungary, Russia, Ghana, 

South Africa, Bangladesh, Vietnam, China, etcetera.  I sometimes would wake up at night 

and not really know where I 

was – the hotel rooms looked 

too much alike almost 

everywhere! 

 

   Shillelagh village in the  early 

morning light 
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 It was good to retire. I got involved with an Irish charity, the biggest provider of services 

to physically and neurologically disabled persons. I also allowed more time for a hobby: 

photography.  

I did a one-on-one workshop with John Eagle, a photographer and painter in the beautiful 

West of Ireland. More recently, I joined a workshop with Peter Gordon in the Wicklow 

Mountains, which was our backyard. Peter just got awarded the title of 2013 Photographer 

of the Year of the IPPA (Irish Professional 

Photographers Association). Check out his 

website: http://explorelight.com/.  

Only a year ago, we moved to Canada for 

good. Settling in Cobourg has proven to be the 

most rewarding choice we could have made. 

Not only are we close to at least one part of 

our family, but we reconnected with Canadian 

friends and found a very welcoming 

community in Northumberland. 

Last year’s Ganaraska Studio Tour brought 

us the contacts to the NPC and other interests. 

So  Why photography for me?  

Of course, to create the records of family 

and friends gatherings. Second, because 

looking with the camera I see more than 

when I just wander, and that gives me 
wonder. Thirdly, it is an absolute 

pleasure to enjoy nature and to re-create 

in an image what I feel and experience. 

Fourth, taking the camera is an excuse to 

go out and enjoy the beauty of the world: 

a landscape, a coast line, the vastness, 

the stillness. I could call it a means to meditation. 

 

http://explorelight.com/
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A workshop with Mary Talbot was inspirational and showed me a few locations in 

our area that are really gorgeous or pure fun. Such as ‘Primitive Designs’. 

I have come to enjoy the outings with NPC, although I have only participated in a few so 

far. I hope to do more, both for the good company and the chance to learn.   

 

In Ireland there were unlimited scenes – 

hard and raw; mysterious or mystical; gentle 

or delicate; the here-and-now and the link 

with the beyond.            I saw this crucifix 

somewhere in County Mayo in the West. I 

placed it in my mind against the sadness of 

the bloodshed that man brings upon his race. 

The sky was not red, but I saw it as red.  

 

 

  

Amherst Island - a fragile 

silhouette of nature’s 

embroidery. 

 

 

 

                                                     

I hope to find further inspiration in Canada, anywhere from my favourite Tofino to the 

pictograms on Missinaibi Lake to the ‘joie’ of Quebec City. And, of course, just in our own 

beautiful Northumberland. 

Editor’s note:  Thank you, Ed, for taking the time to submit this interesting essay of your life’s 

travels and your interest in photography. Our camera club is, indeed, fortunate that you and 

your family not only moved to this area but that you also became a member of our 

photography club. We look forward to seeing much more of your fascinating photographs.  
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… 

Upcoming events, for sale items, Websites, Work Shops, Anything of Interest to 

Our Members!!! 

 Mary Talbot Spring Photography Workshop         

The Joy of Letting Go – Unwrapping Your Creativity                                                                        
June 7 – 9, 2013   (Friday evening, Saturday, Sunday)                                                  

The Woodlawn Inn, Cobourg, Ontario                        

www.woodlawninn.com 

>  Unleash your creativity in a relaxed, supportive atmosphere through illustrated 

instruction, audio-visuals, image discussion, and field work in the area.   

>  Mary will demonstrate creative techniques including panning, montages, and multiple 

exposures; and illustrate effective arrangement of subject matter in the picture space.                                         

>  You should be comfortable and knowledgeable using your equipment.  Workshop fees of 

$305 include lunch, coffee and tea, snacks, and applicable taxes. 

www.marytalbotphotography.com    mtalbot@eagle.ca   

 _________________________________________________________________: 

For Sale: Macro Lens Canon EF 100mm/2.8 USM Auto Focus                                        

Excellent condition. Asking $400.                                                                                        

Sylvie Flynn @ sandbflynn@cogeco.ca or 905 372 9817 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cobourg Festival of Poetry 4 Facebook page is up now. Please visit and like our page and 

share with anyone who may be interested in attending this wonderful Festival. The lineup 

of poets is below and ticket information is attached!.   If you are interested please buy your 

tickets soon….they are moving quickly and will likely sell out. The $45 all inclusive 

weekend pass includes the Gala featuring Jane Urquhart, Concertmaster Tak Kwan, a 

glass of wine, tapas and chocolate from Mercury Chocolates…as well as a whole weekend 

of some of the best poets in Canada! http://www.poetrycobourg.ca/cfp2013%20open.htm  

Thanks!!!Carol Anne.   (Please contact Carol Anne for list of poets) 

http://www.woodlawninn.com/
http://www.marytalbotphotography.com/
mailto:mtalbot@eagle.ca
mailto:sandbflynn@cogeco.ca
http://www.poetrycobourg.ca/cfp2013%20open.htm
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… 

Photoshop with Al: 

This is a 3 hour intensive 1-on-1 workshop on Photoshop and at the end of this time we will 

print out an image up to 12” x 18”’ of one of two high quality stocks, on gloss or rag 

(matte) paper. During this time you will work on how to improve your workflow to 

produce the image you had in  mind.                                                                                                                        

We will start with your camera’s image and continue to the final print. This will include 

different methods of editing in Camera RAW, using layers and masks in either Photoshop 

or Elements (9-11), and also certain plug-ins, such as NIK software programs. We will also 

learn HDR programs or old school hand blending of bracketed imagesand how to process 

for better B&W images.                                                                                                                                                

The cost of the 3 hours plus image is $115. If you do not want the image then the price is 

$75.00. You can either bring your laptop which we can connect to the large screen I use or 

you can use my desktop system and save the file as a psd or tiff. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Patricia Calder's photographs will be on display at 
Impresario, 37 King St. W., Cobourg and 
My Bark Avenue, 51 Walton St., Port Hope during the month of April. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Good condition wicker furniture for baby and child photography. Please see 

http://toronto.kijiji.ca/c-buy-and-sell-other-Photography-Prop-Wicker-Baby-and-Child-

Photography-set-W0QQAdIdZ459419520 . If interested, please contact 

stephanie.lake@sympatico.ca 

._____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Picton Rotary Presents: 9th
 annual waterfall tours of Prince Edward Cty   

Saturday, Mar. 30 and Sunday, Mar.31.  www.pictonrotary.ca 

__________________________________________________________________ 

We are still looking for a couple of members to lead the nominating 

committee. Our new board needs to be in place at the May meeting. We 

already have nominations for Programs, Membership, Outings and Outreach. 

We still require a VP and a Communications chair. If you would like to head 

the nominating committee please contact me ASAP so we can get this rolling. I 

have copies of the job descriptions if needed.   (Elaine Amenta)

http://toronto.kijiji.ca/c-buy-and-sell-other-Photography-Prop-Wicker-Baby-and-Child-Photography-set-W0QQAdIdZ459419520
http://toronto.kijiji.ca/c-buy-and-sell-other-Photography-Prop-Wicker-Baby-and-Child-Photography-set-W0QQAdIdZ459419520
mailto:stephanie.lake@sympatico.ca
http://www.pictonrotary.ca/


The Monitor                      Northumberland Photography Club Newsletter                                              9 

  

 

It’s been some time since I last posted anything of 

my travels. My last images were from  Death 

Valley. From there I travelled north through 

California and across into Nevada along Hwy 50, 

known as The Loneliest Highway in America. Then 

into southern Utah and into Bryce Canyon.  

From Bryce I travelled 

north to Park City, east of 

Salt Lake City where I had 

condo time to either use or 

lose.  The  photography 

gods, however, had decided 

that since I’d had good 

weather they were now 

going to give me nothing, 

so after spending 4 days 

there, 2 afternoons of those 4 days at the Park City Gun range I left. Oh one thing that did 

happen at Park City: I was out driving around, tried to go up one road, and got jacked 

knifed with the FJ against the side of the mountain with the trailer on.  Lucky for me, 

someone out for a drive decided to come along the same road. We uncoupled the trailer, 

muscled it out of the way, then got a running start down the mountain side backwards to 

get away from the side, then 3/4’s of a mile down (backwards) turned around then 3/4’s 

mile back up the road (backwards) to 

reattach the trailer.  

After leaving Park City, I headed  northeast 

to Wyoming, I got there but the mother ship 

had already left, I spent 2 full days there I 

have included one image I call it “Close 

Encounters of a Sunrise Kind”, OK, if you 

haven’t  figured out where it was, it was 

Devil’s Tower. If you are ever in the area, it is 

definitely something worth seeing. 
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Now that I am back, I have done a few local travels.  The first big snowfall I helped the 

snow plough out in Presqu’ile Park by breaking the trail for him, and also got some nice 

images before he arrived about an hour later.  On Family day I had a guest traveler, 

Laurie Robertson. We captured some nice images at Presqu’ile, then drove to Healey Falls 

for some practice with ND filters. Afterwards, we travelled along some back roads and 

captured a few great images from a corn field. Out and about after the last snow as I was 

able to get out while it was still falling.  Great images there. As I am typing this, it is 

suppose to snow tonight. With luck I will get out on Tuesday morning to get some more. 

 

 Short Shots: 

If you want to improve your shooting 

skills then this intensive two hour 

one-on-one program is for you. We 

will spend 2 hours in and around the 

local area working to improve your 

photography skills. Whether the 

camera itself or different shooting 

methods, we will work on them 

during this time. If you want to shoot 

sunrises, we will do that, sunsets as 

well. If you want to learn how to shoot using the moon for lighting, we will do that. If you 

want to learn to shoot pans, HDR images, long exposures- 

not just 30 seconds, but I mean long, up to 10 minutes, 

then I am your guy. Times can be arranged to suit your 

needs. Photo sessions will last 2 hours and cost $40.      See 

Allan Short 905-349-2793 or e-mail 

allan.j.short@sympatico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:allan.j.short@sympatico
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          Outings Column by David O’Rourke 

Our first March outing was a pre-dawn visit to the Port Hope 

Waterfront. The challenge was to shoot four things: the sunrise, 

the 7:10 Via Train, the Cameco plant, and the Alice King 

Sculthorpe Woodland Marsh (or shoreline). There is an old 

saying, however: “If you want God to laugh, tell him your plans.” We didn’t get off to a 

very good start as the sunrise never did quite appear. This was followed by precious 

childhood memories being reawakened as we got yelled at by the train engineer (“It’s the 

man—run!) for being on the wrong side of the tracks. Next on the list were Cameco and the 

Sculthorpe Woodland Marsh/shoreline. These went quite well insofar as no one threatened 

us with incarceration. Finally, the highlight—we got to eat! Everyone—or at least those of 

us who had made bail—had a hearty breakfast at the Ganaraska Rainbow Café. 

The Club’s second outing was to Canada Blooms 2013 at the CNE fairgrounds. 

Unfortunately, the 4 of us who came found the show a little disappointing compared to 

those of previous 

years.  After the 

show, however, our 

driver Allan Short 

was able to show us 

some of his secret 

haunts along the 

Toronto waterfront 

and so we were able 

to get some excellent 

images there. 

 

 

                                                                                            photo submitted by D. O’Rourke 
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Happily, the third outing for March was very well attended with nearly 20 of us visiting the 

Ganaraska Forest Centre for Maple Syrup Day. In addition to enjoying the pancake 

breakfast, we benefited by getting to know some the Forest trails and enjoyed 

photographing Nature’s slowpoke transition from winter to spring.  

Our last scheduled outing for the month of March will be on March 30
th

 to the old RCAF 

Airfield in Prince Edward County (thank you for this great idea, Allan!) and, on the way 

home, to the Air Force Museum in Trent. Coming up in early April will once again be 

“Float Your Fanny Down the Ganny” (April 6
th

) as well as the opportunity to shoot the 

Port Hope Golf and Country Club before the course opens. It was hoped that we could do 

this in late March, but alas the weather has not cooperated, and so it will be a last-second 

thing in early April. Stay tuned! 

                  Sharon Thompson photo                                                                                                            

Sharon Thompson photo 

 

 

Sharon Thompson photo by David O’Rourke 
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                                                                                                      Getting the Shot (Paul Macklin) 

Which is more important? Lending a helping hand….? Or capturing the image!!! (Paul Macklin) 

Members on the Sugar Bush Outing (Paul Macklin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         The Trail (Dawn Macklin)> 

 

Shadows…Dawn Macklin 
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It would be great if you could mention our ONE DAY INTERACTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 

WORKSHOP.   On May 4
th

   MAY THE 4th BE WITH US!! 
Thanks.   Ralph Curtis 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

One hour and 40 minute video lecture on direction of light in portrait 

photography 

http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/direction-of-light-in-portrait-photography (Bob Robertson) 

 

                                     Orange Poppy (Sharon Thompson) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Russ Donaldson thanking  Julie Waterhouse for her excellent presentation at last month’s meeting. 

 

 

The Matterhorn, Zermatt, Switzerland. (Ray Williams) 

Ray submitted this photo of the famous Matterhorn mountain 

to the Toronto Star after returning from his trip to Europe and 

was pleased to see it reproduced in the newspaper a few days 

later. Congratulations,Ray!!! 

 

 

http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/direction-of-light-in-portrait-photography
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      …Larry Keeley 

 WE have been challenged!!! 

Would you believe it?!! The Peterborough Photographic Society has challenged 

Northumberland Photography Club members to a SCAVENGER HUNT starting at 

9.30am on Saturday, April 20
th

.                                                                                                                                                   

For those who don’t know, a photographic scavenger hunt pits two teams against each 

other and requires these combatants to find the exact places where about fifty images were 

captured. These images will be printed, about thumbnail size, on a sheet of paper and 

handed out to both sides a few minutes before the battle begins.                                                                 

The object of this event is to be the person and/or team to find the most of these specific 

locations in the shortest time. The contest will end with score sheets being handed in two 

hours exactly after beginning, at which time we will retire to a local pub or restaurant for 

refreshments. While we are restoring our energy levels, the score sheets will be tabulated 

and the winning team will be announced. (I warn you now: the Peterborough players are 

sore losers!!!)  It is our duty, as members of the finest photography club in eastern Ontario, 

to make sure the “Petes”go home feeling very sore!                                                                                               

The prize? Bragging rights and the opportunity to touch your thumb to your nose and say 

in a nasal tone: ya ya ayaya! to your opponents. You might want to spend some time 

practicing this so you can get it to sound just right. A little twang at the end adds an extra 

bit of pain to those on the receiving end. 

So, what’s the challenge?, you might ask. Well, the images captured are not going to be of 

something as obvious as a billboard staring you right in the face. Each image will, however, 

have something unique about it which you will recognize if/when you find the right spot, or 

angle, from which it was captured. An example could be a door knob painted red on an old 

shed door. The inside of a rustic mailbox might be passed over many times before someone 

sees it at just the right angle. Part of the fun is in “helping” your opponents by giving them 

misleading directions to hard-to-find items. This being said, of course, with the most 

solemn and dignified look on your face. 

The two officials will be Bob Brown of the PPS and myself.  We will capture the images, 

compile them on handout sheets and print the score sheets. We will need to know how 

many wish to participate by April 12
th

. Give it some thought and come on out for a few 

hours of great fun. 


