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“When words become 
unclear, I shall focus 
with photographs. 
When images become 
inadequate, I shall be 
content with silence.” 

– Ansel Adams 

“October is the opal month of the year.  

It is the month of glory, of ripeness.   

It is the picture month.” 
Henry Ward Beecher 

It’s a new season for the Northumberland Photography Club.  While we are still doing 
the social-distancing thing, there are new and exciting activities to be enjoyed by our 
club members during the fall season.  The autumnal light is the best of all, for photog-
raphy, in my humble opinion. Take a drive and enjoy the colours, as suggested on ‘The 
Last Page’.  If you forget your camera, see ‘Patrick’s Tips’ for smart phone ideas. 

 

Major kudos to the Outings Director, Sandra Peters, and her team for putting together 3 
outings in September.  We travelled to Lindsay, Meadowview Gardens and to Zim Art.  
So many of us were so glad to get out of the house to see other like-minded people. 

 

Many thanks, too, to our executive for keeping it fresh and to Terry Carpenter for the 
monthly club slide shows—our whole family looks forward to the club’s slide show on 
the 1st Monday of the month.  It never disappoints. 

 

And if you need equipment, we have a large Buy and Sell section for your perusal. 

Janet Taylor 

Janet Taylor 
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The Monitor  

PAINTING FLOWERS IN PHOTOSHOP 

BY MOIRA FENNER 

I have photographed different genres of photography over 
the years with a particular emphasis on nature photog-
raphy.  Nature photography has brought me great joy, new 
friends, and wonderful travel experiences.   

 

I have long admired the work of creative flower photogra-
phers and have tried my hand at it, never realizing my de-
sired outcome.  I am not naturally gifted with more tradi-
tional artistic skills, so when I discovered the work of Ro-
sie Lalonde I wondered if this was an avenue which could 
bring some creativity to my photography.  Rosie has de-
veloped a technique for “Painting Flowers in Photoshop”, 
using several sets of brushes designed specifically to paint 
flowers.  I have been taking lessons from Rosie for the 
past two years.  I absolutely love the process and the re-
sults.  Although it can be challenging at times, I do find 
digital painting very relaxing and an opportunity to escape 
for a couple of hours.   

For the most part, I have been growing the flowers in my 
garden that I want to photograph and paint.  Of course, 
I’ve also bought cut flowers and visited friends, neigh-
bours, and public gardens to photograph other floral va-
rieties.  It really makes me happy to see a flower grown 
in my garden transition to floral art.  Seeing all the com-
ponents come together is very satisfying. 

  

The process starts with photographing the flower select-
ed to paint, keeping in mind the key elements in taking a 
good photograph such as a good exposure, focus and 
composition.   I photograph most of my flower images 
outdoors with a Canon 100mm macro lens and the Can-
on R5.  Prior to moving to the R5 earlier this year, I was 
using a Sony a7III with the Canon macro lens.  If the 
flower is not easily accessible, perhaps in a public gar-
den, I have used a longer focal length such as my 70-
200mm or 100-500mm Canon lenses. 
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It can be helpful to have a vision for your image at the 
outset, but not entirely necessary.  Are you taking a 
photograph of a single flower?  If so, you want the 
flower to fill the frame.  Looking for something special 
like a small bud interacting with the main flower, or 
some beautiful curls on a dahlia can result in a lovely 
composition and create additional interest in your final 
image.   Being aware of the flower’s surroundings can 
help you either avoid clutter in the background by 
changing your perspective or take advantage of some 
complementary colours in the background by choosing 
a wider depth of field to throw flowers in the back-
ground out of focus. 

 

Sometimes I will cut a flower from my garden and 
clamp it on my tripod in a location of my choice for a 
complementary background.  This is often taking ad-
vantage of blurring out a grassy area for a green back-
ground or a garden bed for a more colourful back-
ground. 

Once the flower has been photographed, I 
take the image into Lightroom (as I do 
with all images I photograph) and make 
basic adjustments to the highlights, shad-
ows, whites, and blacks.  As photogra-
phers, we’re always hearing we should 
“get it right in camera” and it certainly 
does make things easier, but often it’s not 
possible with the conditions you are faced 
with.  Most times global and/or local ad-
justments can be made to improve the 
exposure prior to painting.  If you are 
posting to social media, you will find that 
a lot of light is lost so it’s wise to take that 
into consideration prior to posting. 
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Photographing a flower in place can be more 
challenging, but also has its benefits.  There 
are often other out of focus flowers or leaves/
distractions I don’t want to include in the final 
image.   I keep in mind when I’m photo-
graphing this scene that my intent is to re-
move the flower from the image.  I’ve also 
had lovely cut or potted flowers indoors and 
the weather isn’t cooperating to take them 
outside.  As part of the creative process, I will 
come up with a plan to process the image to 
keep what I want in the image, manage the 
areas I don’t want to include or create a com-
pletely new background.  As well as painting 
flowers, the background can also be painted 
separate from the flower.  All painting is done 
in Photoshop. 
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When I think about an artist painting a canvas, they choose what to include in their image, what makes the im-
age work for them, what the light looked like that day and what colours are in their image.  When digitally 
painting flowers in Photoshop, these options are also open to the creator through Lightroom and Photoshop.  

 

If you have any questions about digitally painting flowers, feel free to contact me. 

 

Moira Fenner 

 

  

https://moirafenner.smugmug.com  

 

https://www.instagram.com/moirafenner/  

https://moirafenner.smugmug.com
https://www.instagram.com/moirafenner/
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BUY AND SELL 
 

AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Here’s the link to enter your photos https://cpy21.canadiangeographic.ca/   

FOR SALE NIKON D300 
 

I have a DSLR camera body for sale here in Cobourg. It’s a Nikon D300, in great condition with only 1500 accusations on it. 
Good deal at $350 OBO. Comes with a battery, charger, and instruction manual. 

 

Contact: Liz Buzza 
519-994-6654  lizbuzza@gmail.com 

https://cpy21.canadiangeographic.ca/
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NIKON D7000 FOR SALE 

 
Asking $700 
Nikon D7200 24.2MP Digital Camera Body Shutter Count 72240 Excellent condition shutter count is high due to being used 
for trips to Africa, Australia and New Zealand and many wildlife events. 
One owner, Female owned and operated in excellent condition, many good years still left on it to be enjoyed.  
Reason for selling, I have moved up to a higher level Nikon D500. 

Features 
Share your creative vision in stunning definition with Nikon's first DSLR to feature built-in Wi-Fi® and Near Field Communi-
cation (NFC; NFC feature for Android™ v 4.0 or later smart devices only). A 24.2 megapixel DX-format CMOS image sensor 
with no optical low-pass filter captures remarkably pure, sharp photos and videos all the way up to ISO 25,600, while EX-
PEED 4 image processing and Nikon's 51-point autofocus system helps deliver the speed to capture up to 6 fps. Add versatile 
video features, in-camera time-lapse and creative effects plus outstanding compatibility with the Nikon imaging system, and 
it's easy to see why the D7200 is the new star of Nikon's DX-format line-up. 
What's Included 

D7200 Body Only 
EN-EL15 Rechargeable Li-ion Battery 
MH-25A Battery Charger 
UC-E17 USB Cable 
AN-DC1 Neck Strap 
DK-5 Eyepiece Cap 
DK-23 Rubber Eyecup 
BF-1B Body Cap 

For the first time, the exhilarating image quality, low-light capabilities and speed of a Nikon DSLR are available with the con-
venience of built-in Wi-Fi® and Near Field Communication (NFC)**. Introducing the D7200, the new star of Nikon's DX-
format camera line-up. Bring your creative vision to life with photos and videos that shine with sharpness and clarity. Shoot in 
nearly any light—from dawn until after dusk—and capture everything from sports and action to wildlife and everyday mo-
ments. Then share your beautiful images easier than ever with a compatible smart device. Whether you're a passionate photog-
rapher or videographer looking for a tool to ignite your creativity, a pro in need of a nimble second camera or someone looking 
for an ideal blend of versatility and convenience, the D7200 is ready for your challenge. 

DX Format 24.2 Megapixel 
6 FPS Continuous Shooting 
100-25600 
ISO Expandable to 102400 in B&W 
Full HD 1080 at 60/50/30/25/24p 

Contact: Gerry Atkinson 
 
kreationsbygerry@gmail.com 

P: 905-753-2050 
  

mailto:kreationsbygerry@gmail.com
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FOR SALE 
 
MANFROTTO ART 134 ALUMINUM MONOPOD 
Asking $45. Manfrotto Art 134 aluminum Monopod  is in excellent shape and fully functional. This heavy duty 3 section mon-
opod is perfect for holding any size camera secure and safe. It is perfect for those photographers using large lenses for wildlife. 
There are only two knobs to quickly fully extend the monopod. Top column diameter is 1 3/8 " , second column is 1 1/4 " and 
third column is 1" diameter this makes for a very stable monopod. closed length is 26 " fully extended it is 65" long.  Please e 
mail me at tjc@cogeco.ca for full description and photos or phone 705 742-1724 Terry carpenter. 
 
 VELBON MARK 7 TRIPOD AND VELBON PH173 BALL HEAD 
Asking $125. Velbon Mark 7 tripod is in excellent condition as is the ball head. The tripod and ball head are heavy duty built to 
handle any size camera including med and large format cameras. This system wont budge when doing long exposure photog-
raphy and nature photography with large lenses. The large Velbon PH 173 ball head has a large 1 3/4" ball with easy one button 
locking. The tripod legs have two extensions with just two twist type locks for ease and quick handling. Closed the tripod is just 
32" long. The tripod height stands from 28" to extended height of 64" and with the centre column extended a height of 71". It 
will also lay flat to the ground. The top main legs are 1 1/2 " diameter second leg is 1 1/4 " diameter and third leg is 1" diame-
ter.  
 

Please e mail me at tjc@cogeco.ca for full description and photos  
or phone 705 742-1724 Terry Carpenter. 

FREE TO GOOD HOME 
 
I have 12 Hp Ink Cartridges, series 85 for a HP Design jet 130 plotter (printer). May be used in 30 & 90 series plotter. 
 
The reason I have the ink cartridges is that my 130 dead; is not repairable & someone should use them. 
 

Contact Stuart Morely at 905-372-3834  or 544vphoto@eagle.ca 

 
FOR SALE 
The Last Place on Earth, photographs by Michael Nichols and 
with Mike Fay's Megatransect journal. National Geographic 
boxed set. Price: $90  
 
The photographs in The Last Place on Earth are the best wildlife images in the 
world today. The groundbreaking photography in Volume I presents wildlife as 
if the viewer is on the scene and closeup.  See description on Amazon at:  
https://www.amazon.ca/Last-Place-Earth-Megatransect-Journals/
dp/0792238818 

FREE - Back issues of Africa Geographic, 68 issues from 
2006-2012. Most are in great condition. For those into photography, 
wildlife, conservation, or travel, these are great magazines. It's seems 
a shame to throw them away, when someone else can enjoy them as 
much as I did. Beautiful photographs, great stories, and loads of in-
formation. Free to anyone interested.  

Contact Marina Scassa  paulandmarina1@rogers.com 

mailto:tjc@cogeco.ca
mailto:tjc@cogeco.ca
mailto:544vphoto@eagle.ca
FREE%20-%20Back%20issues%20of%20Africa%20Geographic,%2068%20issues%20from%202006-2012.%20Most%20are%20in%20great%20condition.%20For%20those%20into%20photography,%20wildlife,%20conservation,%20or%20travel,%20these%20are%20great%20magazines.%20It's%20seems%20a%
FREE%20-%20Back%20issues%20of%20Africa%20Geographic,%2068%20issues%20from%202006-2012.%20Most%20are%20in%20great%20condition.%20For%20those%20into%20photography,%20wildlife,%20conservation,%20or%20travel,%20these%20are%20great%20magazines.%20It's%20seems%20a%
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THE ART OF ROLOFF BENY 
BY ELISABETH LA FONTAINE 

After a brief period of rest, The Monitor is once 
more alive and bringing you stories of travel, na-
ture, photography and more. Did I say “Travel”? Is 
anyone travelling? If so please submit your stories 
because we, as the editorial group, are stuck at 
home! Maybe we went as far as Toronto or Ottawa 
– maybe even down east but we didn’t go far and 
most of us didn’t leave Canada! So, if you have 
something exciting to tell us we are interested and 
have the space! 

So, in the place of a good travel story, I’m going to 

give you a good Canadian Photographer story in-

stead. I am going to tell you about Roloff  Beny. 

My house is filled with his beautiful picture books 

so I’m going to tell you a little bit about him. 

Roloff Beny was born in Medicine Hat, Alberta in 1924. As a 
child he painted with watercolours and had his first show at the 
age of 15. Around that time he also became interested in photog-
raphy. He went to the University of Toronto to study Fine Arts, 
then to the Banff Centre for the Arts and later to the University 
of Iowa.  

Early in his life Beny established and maintained a photographic 
studio in Lethbridge, Alberta. Although much of his life was 
spent travelling, he had a base in Italy and kept his studio in 
Lethbridge to use while visiting his family. 

Beny was an abstract artist and printmaker. By 1950 he was rec-

ognized as one of the leading abstract artists of the day. As a 

painter he had 25 one-man exhibitions before his work turned to 

photography. He had his first show in 1955 in London, England. 

Following the London show Beny had many exhibitions and 

produced over a dozen lavishly illustrated books based on his 

travels.  

Many among us may have seen “To Everything There is a Sea-

son: Roloff  Beny in Canada. This book was awarded the Silver 

Eagle at the International Book Fair in Nice, France in 1969 and 

was number one on Canada’s Best seller’s list in 1967 It was 

selected by the Canadian Government on the recommendation of 

the Secretary of State to be given to Heads of State visiting Can-

ada during the Centennial Year, 1967. By 1972 he was made an 

officer of the Order of Canada. 
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His works were exhibited in MOMA, the AGO, the National Gallery of Canada to 
name a few. Beny’s love of photography gave him an insatiable desire to travel. He 
wandered all over Europe with a passion for the Mediterranean and he set up a studio 
in Rome. Most of his time was spent there when he wasn’t travelling around the 
world. 

Obsessed with the beauty of the world, Beny was known as “a poetic photographer” 

which is what led to his photographic journey and the production of many signature 

books of photography. He visited many countries and his books featured  Japan, Per-

sia, Ceylon, India, Greece, Rajasthan, Iceland, Iran and Italy. He published a total of 

18 books, six of which were published after his death in 1984. Beny once said in the 

preface to one of his many books  “I see majestic ruins even in the architecture of the 

skies”. 

Beny had a massive circle of influential friends, actors, artists, 
collectors and writers. They included such names as Laurence 
Olivier, Henry Moore, Peggy Guggenheim, Vivien Leigh, Ten-
nessee Williams, and many others. 

Canadian publishing legend, Jack McClelland, was the head of 
the Roloff Beny Foundation and called him “one of the world’s 
greatest photographers”. The Royal Ontario Museum named a 
gallery after him. 

In 1984, Roloff Beny died from a heart attack, in his studio over-

looking the Tiber in Italy. He was only 60 years of age. 



 11 

October 2021 

Patrick’s Tips 
By Patrick Romano 

 

 

      Wow! Look at that!  Darn, I didn’t bring my camera.  

How often have we all done that?  But then you probably do have 

a camera with you, on your phone and believe it or not, you can 

take some amazing pictures with your phone.  I am not great at 

using mine, and the phone cameras and apps have improved so 

much if you have been following all that’s happened.  Hopefully, 

I have here some tips that may help you practice using your phone 

camera when you find yourself in this situation.  Good Luck!  

Have fun! Remember to share your images. 

 

10 Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography - By: Rick Ohnsman 

 

13 iPhone Camera Settings to Improve Your Photos - By: Simon Ringsmuth 

 

iPhone Live Photos: A Comprehensive Guide - By: Simon Ringsmuth 

 

Three iPhone Photography Secrets- BY Phil Steele 

 

How to Take Great Photos with Your iPhone - By: Sandra Roussy 

 

10 Quick Beginner Tips for Fantastic Mobile Phone Photography - By: Karthika Gupta 

 

Smartphone Food Photography For Social Media 

 

https://digital-photography-school.com/smartphone-landscape-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/iphone-camera-settings/
https://digital-photography-school.com/iphone-live-photos/
https://www.steeletraining.com/tutorials/iphone/index.html
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-take-great-photos-with-your-iphone/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=May-0919
https://digital-photography-school.com/mobile-phone-photography-beginner-tips/
https://digital-photography-school.com/smartphone-food-photography-for-social-media/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dec-1318
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THE LAST PAGE 
BY MOIRA FENNER 

Executive: President: Bryan Marjoram,  Vice President: Janet Taylor 

Secretary: Susan Dubois,  Program Director: Vacant 

Membership Director: Donna Edmonds,  Financial Director: Stan Kicak 

Technical Director: Jeannie Gane,  Outings Director: Sandra Peters 

Outreach Director: Gerry Atkinson,  Communications Director:  Vacant 

Newsletter co-producers:  Moira Fenner,  Elisabeth La Fontaine, Janet Taylor. 

The Guardian Oct. 2019 

 

Although fall officially began on September 22, it feels that it has arrived with cooler nights and mornings and leaves starting 
to show the first signs of colour.  And of course pumpkin spiced lattes and muffins. 

 

 

Here are links to a few fall drives in our area to enjoy and perhaps photograph the colours.  I’ve always loved a photograph of 
a winding road lined with the warm colours of fall. 

 

Best Fall Drives In Northumberland County 

 

Top 5 Road Trips Northumberland County 

 

Best Fall Drives in Kawartha & Northumberland Counties 

 
 
 
 
I’ve just returned from a photographic trip with three friends to the Rockies.  We rented a 22’ RV from the owner, who 
picked us up at the airport, gave us an overview of the RV and we set out for Alberta’s National Parks for 2 weeks.  This was 
my third visit, and the scenery never fails to amaze. 

 
Planning for the trip, I scouted locations on the Internet using: 

Google:  best photographic locations in Banff, Jasper and Yoho National Parks (B.C.) 

Instagram: #explorealberta, #travelalberta, #travelcanada, #jaspernationalpark, #banffnationalpark, etc.  

YouTube:  watched videos from photographers who regularly post from the Rockies 

Good, old-fashioned books on the areas 

 
We covered a lot of territory, and I can’t wait to start processing my images.  It was great photographing the iconic locations, 
but I really enjoyed when we found a location ourselves and worked a composition. 

 
I hope you are enjoying the change in seasons and are out there taking photographs that make you happy. 

 
In the words of Anne of Green Gables, written by Lucy Maude Montgomery – “I’m so happy I live in a world where there are 
Octobers”. 

 

https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/en/road-trip/best-loved-fall-colours.aspx
https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/eBooks/d3d1b9d3-e6b1-4fa8-83f1-fc0b6edf44f6.pdf
https://kawarthasnorthumberland.ca/resource/best-fall-drives/?doing_wp_cron=1632424181.6733880043029785156250

