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MAY 2021 

All things seem 

possible in 

May 

“May” is likely named for the Roman goddess Maia, who oversaw 
the growth of plants.  

 

The month is truly well named in our part of the world, as this is the 
time when  so many plants begin to flower, the days get longer and 
the weather finer.  Summer is just around the corner. 

 

My mother-in-law, Mary Romano, who grew vegetables for various 
farmer’s markets and commercial enterprises, used to say—”It’s 
thundering.  Now the land can wake up.” And, thus, the growing 
season began. 

 

Janet Taylor 

Janet Taylor 
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COLOR AWARDS 
14TH ANNUAL  

CONGRATULATIONS to TERRY SELF on being a Winner at the 14th Annual International Color Awards 
with four Honorable Mentions.  

Honorable Mention in Nude | 
Catch the Light  

Honorable Mention in Fine Art | On The Sand  Terry Self 

Terry Self 
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Honorable Mention in Nude | Ready To Shop  
 
Terry Self 

Honorable Mention in Nude | 
On The Beach      
Terry Self 
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CONGRATULATIONS to DAVID O’ROURKE three nominee wins and RAYMOND WILLIAMS for one 
nominee at the 14th Annual International Color Awards.  
 

Nominee in Children of the World | Wait Up! 
David O’Rourke 

Nominee in Fine Art | Makartsteg Bride, Salzburg 
David O’Rourke 
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Nominee in People | Distracted Driving 
David O’Rourke 
Above 

Nominee in Architecture | Guggenheim  
Raymond Williams 

Right 
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The International Color Awards 
 
There were 6,109 entries received from 73 countries. 
 
The Jury represented the industry's biggest names and tastemakers including Bonhams, New York; The J. 
Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles; The Art Channel, London;  Netflix, Los Angeles; Koller Auctions, Zur-
ich; Preus Museum, Norway; Cramer Mitterrand Art Advisory, Geneva; Fila, New York; Calvin Klein, 
Netherlands; Kolle Rebbe, Hamburg; NBC Universal, New York; Feldbusch Weisner Rudolph Galerie, 
Berlin; Newsweek, New York; and Ridley Scott Associates/RSA Films, London who reviewed the entries 
online before making their nominations and honoring 622 title awards and 826 nominees in 37 categories. 
 
It is wonderful news that three of our own members either won, or were nominated for these awards.  Con-
gratulations, again, to Terry, David and Ray.  Well done. 
 
The Color Awards will soon again be calling for entries.  You can check on their website at:  
https://www.colorawards.com/ 

https://photoshow.colorawards.com/ 

To see other winners and nominees, click on the link below. 

https://www.colorawards.com/
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The Monitor  

FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER 

TODD MURRISON 

I was born and currently reside in Oshawa, Ontario.  I am a semi-retired Illustrator. 

My travels include the Canary Islands, Spain, Mexico, the British Virgin Islands and the U.S.A. 

 Todd Murrison is a photographer, member of the Oshawa 
Camera Club and a freelance commercial illustrator.  More of 
Todd’s work can be seen at:  https://www.toddmurrison.com/ 

https://www.toddmurrison.com/
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I am an avid reader of many genres and of course photography is also a favourite pastime. 

 

As an Illustrator/Painter, photography and its ability to capture and interpret the world appealed to me as an 
alternative medium. 
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At this time, a majority of my imagery 
has been around Southern Ontario.  I 
love to find “hidden gems” few have 
discovered! 
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My favourite subject matter is landscape 
photography.  Following that would be por-
traiture, architecture and creating composite 
imagery. 
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A few years ago, my wife and I celebrat-
ed our 25th anniversary in San Francisco.   

The whole week was magic, and I was 
thankful that I brought along my camera 

gear.  
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I photograph with the Canon 5D Mark IV.  My favourite and most frequently used lenses are the  

Canon 11-24mm; Canon 24mm TS-E and the Canon 24-70mm. 
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BUY AND SELL 
 

 

FOR SALE by Rick Miller 

 

AF-P DX NIKKOR 70-300mm f4.5-6.3G ED VR 

Excellent condition  $200  

with original box, lens caps, lens hood, manual 

compare at $529 new from Henrys 

 

AF NIKKOR 50mm f1.8D 

Excellent condition $70 

with original box, lens caps, manual 

compare at $202 new from Henrys 

 

Contact Rick at zoomlensca@yahoo.com 

Jackson Falls Prince Edward County 

Janet Taylor 
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Then I looked on the internet, I read photography books and I found Abstract Photography – something 
that I could do at home but when I looked at the photographs on the web I realized I had a very long way 
to go!  
Very often there are no usual frames of reference, nothing that the viewer can recognize and this is why 
abstract photography is so challenging. The object being photographed is often suggested or implied ra-
ther than overtly presented. 
All photography works on an instinctive and subconscious level, but more so with abstracts. When we 
look at these types of images we connect on an emotional level and don’t necessarily have a rational or 
logical response. The images are suggestive rather than direct, mystifying rather than explanatory. 
As my fascination with abstraction got me deeper into the realm of abstract photography, I began to look 
at the works of abstract photographers. Thanks to the internet I was gifted with the works of many, many 
photographers. Some of these I would like to share with you – you may never have heard of them, neither 
had I, but I have chosen to show you some whose works “speak” to me. These are my personal choice – 
you may have to turn to the internet to find your own favourites. 
I cannot tell you whose works are good or bad. I am not a critic. I can only tell you what appeals to me 

and what I will endeavor to emulate myself in the years ahead. 

ABSTRACT PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY ELISABETH LA FONTAINE 

“Abstract images are conceived or imagined outside of ‘reality’. They 
can encompass a huge variety of subject matter, take us out of our com-
fort zone, make us question what we see, or invite us to enter another 
realm.” Jane Trotter, Abstract Photographer. 
My own journey into abstract photography began one winter when I was 
tired of photographing snow and more snow. I don’t like winter, I don’t 
like the cold and above all I don’t like the lack of colour that winter in 
Canada often brings. 
 
As a child I loved being faced with obscure pictures and asked “what is 
this?” So, I looked around the house to see what abstraction I could find. 
It turned out to be my first venture into macro photography – not flowers 
for which I’m usually known!  

William Klein is considered one of the most influential pho-

tographers of the past century. His reputation comes largely 

from his work as a street photographer, a genre he all but 

invented in the 1950s with the release of his first photo 

book, New York. To capture the stunning images he took 

for that book, Klein skulked the streets of New York City 

rapidly and rabidly taking up close photos of strangers with 

a wide-angle lens. What he got was a collection of raw, 

gritty, blurred, intensely emotional portraits of humanity 

that portrayed a side of America never before seen on film 

(IdeelArt). 

William Klein - The Essence of the 

Night – Times Square 
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Wolfgang Tillmans –  Simplicity. Tillmans is a 

German-born photographer. He can transform 

something as simple as a sheet of paper into some-

thing beautiful. I don’t have a name for the image 

above but to me it is the essence of “Simplicity”. 

 

Alan Babbitt - Since the early 1970’s, Alan Bab-

bitt has been creating fine art photography with an 

offbeat view of the world and a dry sense of hu-

mor. He developed an innovative technique to pro-

duce some unusual, yet admirable shots. His “Un-

Still” photography exhibition was first shown in 

2009 across the United States of America. 

Ernst Hass - As part of the America Classic 

Color Collection, this image is a perfect exam-

ple of how he has taken hundreds of pictures 

across the United States to turn the extraordi-

nary landscapes into magnificent pictures. 

Left 

Left 

Right 
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Tony Sweet – Dawn Reeds.  Sweet is an Ameri-

can, and possibly one of my favourites, perhaps 

because I have attended some of his workshops. 

Sweet worked as a professional jazz drummer for 

20 years and began working in photography during 

this period. He then focused on nature photography 

and is best known for his fine art nature and floral 

images. 

Frances Seward - Sunset on Venus. Seward, from Santa 

Fe, New Mexico, says of his work: “My photography is a 

visual representation of the mind attempting to portray 

the solid evidence of the internal world. My work is in-

spired by abstract expressionism as well as Asian artists 

and explores a psychological journey into inner space. 

This minimalist photography employs reductionism, as 

well as phenomenological light and perception, to evoke 

psychological and emotional landscapes.”  

Alexander Jacques – Tour Mirabeau in Paris. 

Jacques transforms architectural facades into ab-

stract patterns. 

Right 

Left 

Left 
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I will, however end with one photograph which is particularly close to my heart. As an artistic flower  photog-

rapher myself, this one evokes in me the subtle beauty of the Calla Lily, depicted here in its most abstract 

form.  

There are so many more photographers and photographs that I would like to talk about. However space here 
is limited. I hope that for those of you who aren’t familiar with the world of abstract photography, these few 
words will give you a taste of what is out there. A visit to the internet can show you the beauty that can be 
created “with a different lens”.  

Subjects that “take us out of our comfort zone, make us question what we see or invite us to enter another 

realm.” 

James McLarnan – Really Wet 
Window. McLarnan, from the 
State of Minnesota, says of his 
work “Through taking photos 
and sharing with others, I have 
finally found the true meaning 
of life. Photography has opened 
a whole new era in my exist-
ence. How wonderful the world 
of the small is. When I am cap-
turing the little world, enlarging 
on my computer and sometimes 
printing the really good ones I 
simply say "wow, I need to 
share this one". 

Steven Scott – Calla Lily Edge. 
Scott is a Florida based, free-
lance photographer with a wide 
range of visual interests. He loves 
black & white, landscapes, macro, 
and abstract shots. 

Right 

Left 
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HUMANS OF NEW YORK 
A BOOK REVIEW BY DAVID O’ROURKE 

Humans of New York by Brandon Stanton (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2013) Hardcover,  

400 Colour Photos, $16.86 

 

The author of Humans of New York, Brandon Stanton, 
originally had planned to take 10,000 street portraits of 

everyday people doing everyday things in New York City. 
He wasn’t a professional photographer (in fact, he was an 
unemployed bond trader). It was for his blog, but the pro-

ject grew as he combined the photos with brief interviews 
of each of his subjects – people ranging from construction 
workers to seniors holding hands on park benches - asking 

them interesting questions like “What inspires you?” and 
“If you could give one bit of advice, what would it be?” 
Stanton’s blog soon became an internet sensation, attract-
ing millions of followers; not only that, but similar blogs 

took off in cities all around the world. In 2013 Stanton 
collected 400 of his best colour photos under one cover, 
and Humans of New York was published. Sales took off 

like a SpaceX rocket, and it spent more than a half year on 
the New York Times Bestseller List. 
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Humans of New York has joined Robert 
Frank’s The Americans (1958) as one of the 

most important photography books of Ameri-
can life in the last century. Like any great 
work of art, however, it transcends nationality. 

It is less about Americans than it is a book 
about people everywhere caught in the act of 
being human. There are some sad portraits and 

some heartbreaking captions taken from the 
subjects’ little interviews, but mostly this is a 
book that is full of joy and human triumph. 

Humans of New York celebrates life and 
those of us lucky enough to still live on this 
dangerous and glorious planet. It receives a 

4.8/5 on Amazon Customer Reviews with 89% 
of buyers giving it a 5 Star rating. Buy it for a 
gift. Buy it for yourself. 
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When I saw the World Nature Photography Awards I was fascinated by a picture of an Orangutan in Borneo. I 

contacted the Canadian photographer, Thomas Vijayan and asked if he would tell us about this particular pho-

tographic adventure. I was delighted when he submitted the following article for NPC.  

(Elisabeth M. La Fontaine) 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY 

THOMAS VIJAYAN 

Thomas Vijayan   

 

Nature & Wildlife Photographer 
 

https://www.thomasvijayan.com 

 

Photography is my passion and not my profession. I have 

traveled all the seven continents for photography or to be 

more specific in search of a good frame that has life in it, 

that can bring a smile on someone’s face. 

The big cats have always been my favorite subject for photography. I have photographed the rarest of the 

rarest Amur Tiger, followed with Amur Leopard, Amur Leopard Cat and other species. To me there is noth-

ing called “perfection” in any photography, every click to me is an experience, the more I click the more I 

feel I have learned something new. I give more importance to quality than quantity. My love for nature is 

immense; I never get bored by staying in nature for long. Photography to me is a combination of my love 

for nature, travel, practice, patience, passion, care, friends and gear; more than anything else, it is a blessing 

of my creator to be able to witness the special moments in nature. Wildlife photography has got me over 

1,000+ awards; I am also the Brand Ambassador for one of the most renowned brands, Nikon, for the past 

five years, representing Middle East and Africa. 

Regarding my recent click named “The World is Going Upside Down” we began our journey with a three 

hour boat ride across a sea with waves that get as high as five feet tall, in a small fiber boat that can barely 

fit two people and all our equipment. We entered the mouth of a small river that has an opening between 

high tide and low tide; which made it impossible for us to leave the location in the afternoon as the tide de-

parted and the ocean became too rough for our boat to pass through. As we got closer to the location of the 

photograph, the trees and jungle got too thick for the boat to pass so we were forced to continue on foot. 

Trekking through tree limbs with huge crocodile-infested water at waist depth and cameras held above our  

https://www.thomasvijayan.com
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heads. Finally I made it to my final destination, the huge tree and I climbed up on it for this shot and laid 

down along a branch, waiting for a nearby Orangutan to climb up and pass me. I purposely wanted to get the 

beautiful sky as well as the subject facing me. Since the Orangutan only likes to face upwards as it climbs, I 

knew the only way I could combine these two elements in one frame was to be above the Orangutan and 

point downwards to capture the face and perfect reflection of the sky in the still water below it. The most 

challenging part of this experience was staying calm while the Orangutan was in front of me.” 
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NATURE 
SUBMITTED BY RUSS DONALDSON 

Bear Quintuplets --- once in a lifetime photos.  Author Unknown 
 
Black bears typically have two cubs; rarely, one or three. In northern New Hampshire, a black bear sow 
gave birth to five healthy young. There were two or three reports of sows with as many as 4 cubs, but five 
was, and is, very extraordinary. The photographer learned of them shortly after they emerged from their den 
and set a goal of photographing all five cubs with their mom --- no matter how much time and effort was 
involved. He knew the trail they followed on a fairly regular basis, usually shortly before dark. After spend-
ing nearly four hours a day, seven days a week, for more than six weeks, he had that once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity and photographed them. He used the equivalent of a very fast film speed on his digital camera. 
The print is properly focused and well exposed, with all six bears posing as if they were in a studio for a 
family portrait. 

The photographer stayed in touch with other people who saw the bears during the summer and into the fall 
hunting season. All six bears continued to thrive. As time for hibernation approached, he found still more 
folks who had seen them, and everything remained OK. The photographer stayed away from the bears be-
cause he was concerned that they might become habituated to him, or to people in general, and treat them 
as approachable friends. This could easily become dangerous for both man and animal. 
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After Halloween, no further reports and could only hope the bears survived until they hibernated. This 
spring, just before the snow disappeared, all six bears came out of their den and wandered all over the same 
familiar territory they trekked in the spring. 
  
The photographer saw them before mid-April and dreamed nightly of taking another family portrait, a high-
ly improbable second once-in-a-lifetime photograph. 
On 25 April, he achieved his dream. 
  
When something as magical as this happens between man and animal, Native Americans say, "We have 
walked together in the shadow of a rainbow."  
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Are you looking for a new location 
to photograph? Presqu'ile Provincial Park 
(Brighton) is wide open. Since Ontario is 
in lock-down, no one is manning the gate 
asking you to pay $12 for a day-visit. 
Yesterday I photographed deer and a 
white egret. There are many lovely walk-
ing trails, 3 long beaches that are open, 
the marsh boardwalk, and lighthouse. 
These areas are sparsely populated so one 
feels almost alone, drinking in nature.  

PRESQU’ILE POVINCIAL PARK 

SUBMITTED BY PATRICIA CALDER 

Editor’s Note:  Apparently, starting May 1st the park 
is free on weekday’s, Monday to Thursday, but a $12 
charge on Friday to Sunday. While there on April 23, 
a Friday, only one beach was open and the board-
walk was closed at the marsh.  There was no one at 
the gate, but I did see park employees stopping cars. 
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Patrick’s Tips 
By Patrick Romano 

 

Spring has sprung and the grass is sprung………ok, 
ok, doesn’t quite work.  However, with the warmer 
weather here, we are going outside  more to take our 
pictures.  Hopefully, these tips and tutorials will open 
our eyes and whet the taste buds to make our photo-
graphic experiences a little more interesting and fun.   

Have fun, stay safe, and share your images.  

Pat Romano 

 

Abstract Street Photography: The Essential Guide - By Anthony Epes 

 

How to Photograph Silhouettes in 8 Easy Steps - By Darren Rowse 

 

5 Secrets to Create a Perfect Silhouette Portrait Outdoors - By Alana Orth 

 

Composition in Photography: A Complete (and Modern) Guide - By Ana Mireles 

 

Beginner’s Guide to Light Painting  By Bruce Wunderlich 

 

Backlighting in Photography: The Ultimate Guide to Beautiful Backlit Images By Simon Ringsmuth 

 

How to Avoid Blurry Photos by Choosing the Right Autofocus Mode By Lynford Morton 

 

Showing Speed: Using Panning When Shooting Action  - By Rick Berk 

 

3 Tips for Creating Dramatic Images using Motion - By Darlene Hildebrandt 

 

Tips For Achieving Blurry Backgrounds When You Don’t Have a Fast Lens  By John McIntire 

 

Aperture and Shutter Priority Modes  By Darren Rowse 

https://digital-photography-school.com/abstract-street-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-photograph-silhouettes/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-secrets-to-create-a-perfect-silhouette-portrait-outdoors/
https://digital-photography-school.com/composition-in-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/beginners-guide-to-light-painting/
https://digital-photography-school.com/backlighting-in-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/avoid-blurry-photos-choosing-right-autofocus-mode/
https://digital-photography-school.com/showing-speed-using-panning-when-shooting-action/
https://digital-photography-school.com/3-tips-creating-dramatic-images-using-motion/
https://digital-photography-school.com/blurry-backgrounds-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/aperture-and-shutter-priority-modes/
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THE LAST PAGE 
BY MOIRA FENNER 

Executive: President: Bryan Marjoram,  Vice President: Brendan Flynn 

Secretary: Susan Dubois,  Program Director: Donna Edmonds  

Membership Director: Vacant,  Financial Director: Stan Kicak 

Technical Director: Jeannie Gane,  Outings Director: Sandra Peters 

Outreach Director: Gerry Atkinson,  Communications Director: Barbara Husband 

 

Newsletter co-producers:  Moira Fenner,  Barb Husband,  Elisabeth La Fontaine 

Janet Taylor. 

The Guardian Oct. 2019 

 

If I try to think of one positive I have experienced during the past year of staying close to home it is taking 
advantage of the amount of information/education available on-line for photographers.   A lot of this infor-
mation is at no charge.  At one of these events, the following quote was shared: 

 

“A comfort zone is a beautiful place, but nothing ever grows there.”  John Assaraf 

 

This really struck a chord with me and it kept popping into my head.   

 

When I look back at joining the local camera club when I lived in Durham Region, I wasn’t familiar with 
their quarterly and annual competitions.  I thought this was a chance to expand my photographic skills by 
trying the various genres in those competitions.  They included portrait, architecture, creative, land/sea/city 
scapes and many other special categories.  Of course, each of those different genres require different skills/
expertise and sometimes equipment.  Definitely out of my comfort zone – especially portrait and architectur-
al photography (for different reasons).  However, I did decide to push myself and try the waters so to speak. 

 

More recently, I have taken up flower photography and the digital painting in Photoshop of my flower pho-
tographs.  It is my new favourite pastime for many reasons.  It has encouraged me to plant the flowers I want 
to photograph.  Just when I’m feeling in a good place with my flower photography and painting, I participat-
ed in some online creative flower photography sessions and realized there are so many other creative oppor-
tunities with flower photography.   

 

I think it’s time to decide if I’m going to step outside of my comfort zone again J 

Do you enjoy stepping outside of your comfort zone?  This seems to be a good time to give yourself a little 
push … if you’re so inclined.  
 

 


