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“The best thing about
a picture is that it never changes, even when
the people in it do.”
– Andy Warhol

Baby it’s cold outside. Here we are in February already and it is a leap year which means
we get one more day of winter – as if we
need that! It’s a cold month; the snow is still
here and we are uselessly hoping that March
will be much better weather-wise so we
might as well distract ourselves with getting
out and embracing the situation. You can
support the Wounded Warriors Canada in
Batawa at the CFB Trenton Pond Hockey
Classic on February 1st and 2nd. On February 15th and 16th, Dalewood Golf Club is
hosting the Frost & Fire Festival with crosscountry skiing and snow shoeing. Family Day
will be an opportunity to get outside and enjoy activities in downtown Cobourg with
skating and music. What more could you ask?
Our Art Gallery of Northumberland project is shaping
up nicely, with the committee chosen and guidelines
set. It’s time to start digging through your best photos for submission. Judging by what we see at our
monthly slideshows, I can’t imagine how the committee will choose only 50 or 60 pictures to hang in
the gallery.
My last piece of news; Larry Keeley is stepping down
as publisher of our newsletter, The Monitor which he
edited and published monthly from 2010 to 2017
and 2019. I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to
Larry for all his hard work and dedication to the club.
Joining Pat Calder and Elisabeth La Fontaine will be
me as the new publisher. Hopefully, there will be no
Executive: President: Janet Taylor, Vice President: Dan Milligan, Secretary: Susan Dubois,
Membership Director: Donna Edmonds, Financial Director: Stan Kicak, Technical Director:
Jeannie Gane, Outings Director: Sandra Peters, Outreach Director: Gerry Atkinson, Communications Director: Barbara Husband.
Newsletter co-producers: Patricia Calder, Elisabeth La Fontaine. Janet Taylor
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FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER
SUSAN CALVERLY

I was born and raised in east end Toronto but once married, enjoyed 30 years in
Highland Creek, Scarborough. Upon retirement we moved to Belleville, relocating to Cobourg three years ago to be closer to our grandchildren.

I have far too many hobbies, but enjoy
stained glass, embroidery and felting. I currently belong to a Stitchery
Guild and practice Tai Chi, where I help teach a beginner class. And of
course, photography.

Before retirement, I worked in the Graphics industry, doing freelance
technical illustration and pasteup for several Educational
Publishers. When the industry went
digital, I grudgingly switched over
to computerized composition and
illustration and learned some Photoshop basics.

A love of books and art brought me
in contact with photography. I loved
flipping through National Geographic and calendars, studying glossy
photographs from around the world,
especially landscapes. It left me with
a frustrated desire to travel and capture my own images.
Burleigh Falls
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Featured Photographer continued...Susan Calverly
One of my first-year courses while taking
Graphic Design at Sheridan College, was
photography. I was excited at the prospect
of learning how to use a camera, but
struggled with the concept of Fstops and
thousandths of seconds. I've never been
good at math and still “freeze” when
someone starts talking numbers.
For the next number of years, pursuing
photography took a back seat to finding
employment, getting married and raising
children, It wasn't until we bought a cottage that my interest was rekindled by our
neighbour, a photographer, who took me
on photo shoots.
Portland Cabins
Eventually, I was able to buy a digital camera, the first Cannon Rebel. While I was getting a few nice photos, I still didn't understand why some shots worked and others didn't and spent many years clicking away,
hoping for the best. After joining NHPC and taking a few courses, I finally understood the exposure triangle. Since then I have noticed a distinct improvement in my photography.
One memorable outing occurred at the
cottage with my neighbour. She was
interested in my new digital camera and
we decided to try out some night shots.
The lake was dark and spooky as we set
up the camera, when from behind us
came a shrill scream. Remembering
recent reports of a bobcat on the lake,
my friend grabbed camera and tripod
and took off running, leaving me to my
fate. The camera was much more important than me, apparently. Now that's
a dedicated photographer.
Since retirement, the opportunity to
travel has taken me to Britain several
times, and most recently to Vancouver
Island. Most of my photography
though, is taken around my cottage near
Bancroft, or in and around Northumberland.
Canal Boat
February 2020
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Featured Photographer continued...Susan Calverly

Although I enjoy nature and still life, landscapes
are still my preferred subject. I am drawn to the
textures, colours and emotions that they evoke.
Spring provides lovely fresh tones, but the autumn
with its rich, warm hues, is the time I love the best
for photography.
I currently use
Cannon Rebel T3i
18-55 mm
10-18 mm

Port Alberni

Caisteal Maol Skye
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WORDS FROM A PRO
Mary Talbot - Biography
Starting out with a point-and-shoot camera, Mary joined the forerunner of NPC at its
inception in 1996. She has participated in the workshops of Freeman Patterson, André
Gallant, Richard Martin, and New Zealander Sally Mason, and enjoys photographing a
wide range of subjects and using different techniques.
Mary has conducted workshops, exhibited, acted as a judge for contests and exhibitions,
and made presentations across southern Ontario. Preferring slide film, Mary was
probably the last member of NPC to fully join the digital age in 2010.

By Mary Talbot

Preparation
Many of us have occasionally used key words or letters to help us remember a checklist or group of
facts, or while memorizing a song or poem. In the film industry maybe it’s Lights, Cameras, Action.
In my family, whenever we were going on a trip, my father would simply remind us: “T, P,
M?” (Tickets, Passport, Money).
Whatever type of photography I’m doing,
I try to keep three words in mind when
deciding how to photograph something:
Subject, Accentuate, Simplify.

What is my Subject?
How can I Accentuate it?
How can I Simplify the composition?
What drew me to pick up my camera and
tripod? What caught my eye while driving or walking and caused me to go back
to photograph it?
February 2020
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Words from a Pro—Mary Talbot continued
How should I portray my subject
(lens, light, focus, composition, technique, etc.)? What do I feel when
looking at it? How can I effectively
communicate that feeling?

Accentuate

In the picture space, I want to
have only what is important and
supportive, and not distracting,
filling the frame with what matters.

What I leave out is just as significant as what I include. If something doesn’t add to the composition, it may easily detract.

Simplify

If I slow down and take time to think about these things first, I am more likely to make satisfying images. In-camera preparation can also save time in post-processing.
A word about ‘going back’ – taken from experience. When possible, I go back right away to make my
photographs. The light and weather and my mood will quite likely be different another time. Whatever
attracted my attention may have morphed, faded, or vanished. It also helps to have a camera with me
wherever I am!

February 2020

7

VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA
TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY

By Karen Chalovich
Last year my adventure trip was to Vietnam and Cambodia with the Northumberland Central Chamber of Commerce.
We started in South Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City. The first thing that strikes you is the
density of people in the cities with every mode of old & new transportation on the roads.
(Photo 1 Vietnam)
It is a culturally diverse society with ancient Imperial dynasties, French colonial background and architecture, religious Buddhism, Taoism & Catholicism, influenced by communist China and
the Soviet Union, many historic Indochina wars, the US-Vietnam war & Western culture, and modern day
capitalism. It was an enriching history lesson. All of these events have had an effect on the culture and the
people. Confusing? Yes, but the people were friendly and welcoming.
The past wars were evident at the Cu Chi underground tunnels connecting villages for guerrilla warfare
with the French and later the Americans.
A fabulous boat and canoe ride down the brown Mekong River Delta and canals was lined with fishing
villages where residents farmed fruits, coconuts,
honey, and made handicrafts. (Photo 2 Mekong)
Da Nang is a French colonial port with beautiful
beaches, clear blue water, and good shopping, made
famous in the movie Good Morning Vietnam and
TV series China Beach. (Photo 3 DaNang)
The world cultural heritage My Son Sanctuary, an
ancient religious center, was a peaceful valley of
Hindu temples ruins between mountains where wars
were fought.
Photo—Halong
Outside of Da Nang in the Ba Na Hills, the longest and highest cable car in the world takes you up with
spectacular views to an old French colony, which is now turned into a flamboyant Sun World amusement
park hosting rich tourists. A crazy contrast to reality! Nearby at the top is the new Golden Hand pedestrian
Bridge, a scenic overlook and wonderful photo opportunity. (Photo 4 Goldenhands)
February 2020

8

Travel continued—Karen Chalovich

From Hoi An to Hue, the Marble Mountains are majestic on the drive through the Hai Van Pass, running below the Ho Chi Minh Trail, to the East Sea. We then took a boat ride up the Perfume River to more Japanese
Pagodas and Emperor’s Mausoleum. (Photo 5 EastSea)
Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, is
a French colonial city with vibrant nightlife, silks and handicrafts, multi-cultural Chinese,
French, Russian influences. The
city was bombed by the Americans in the Vietnam war and US
Senator John McCain was shot
down there, injured and spent 5
years as a POW in the brutal
“Hanoi Hilton” prison. When we
were there, President Donald
Trump met with Kim Jong-Un,
Leader of North Korea, but their
meeting did not go well so they
both left early.
Photo—East Sea
Halong Bay in northeastern Vietnam is most impressive with views of limestone islands topped by rainforests and rising from emerald waters, with spectacular sunrises and sunsets aboard an overnight junkboat cruise. There were many tourist boats,
commercial and small boats and kayaks but the water was very polluted which they say floats in from the
South China Sea. (Photo 6 Halong)
Finally, we flew to Cambodia where we
took a sunrise tuk-tuk to the hauntingly
beautiful Angkor Wat Temple at Siem
Reap. At sunset, we visited the Ta Prohm
Temple ruins where Indiana Jones and the
temple of Doom was filmed. (Photo 7 Angkor Wat)
The next day, we finished with a wooden
boat ride on the Tonle Sap Lake to a floating village where again tourism overshadows the fishing community.
An amazing cultural and photography adventure! (Photo 8 Tonle ap)
Equipment used was Sony mirrorless,

Photo—AnkorWat
February 2020
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NATURE
AUDREY E. WILSON
Biography
Lifelong naturalist, photographer and wildlife rehabilitator specializing in birds and butterflies. Tagged 1000's of monarchs on
the original research team, since mid- fifties in the quest of
where monarchs go each fall. Author of Studying Birds published in English, French and metric which was authorized for
use in Ontario schools for 15 years. Founder of Outdoor Education in Ontario, pioneering Outdoor Education here in Northumberland over 50 years ago. Received Masters in Outdoor Education from Michigan State University in1976. Recipient of Lifetime Achievement award from Ontario Nature

History of Laurie Lawson Outdoor Education Center

By Audrey E, Wilson
It was 1967-68 when I started the Outdoor Education
Program as a pilot program operating out of Burnham
Public School with 3 junior level classes. I conducted the
natural science component emphasizing field studies in
nearby fields woods and Cobourg’s Rotary Park. Dr. Laurie
Lawson, President of Cobourg Rotary watched the
program with interest. He suggested that we operate on a
larger scale.
Thus in September ‘68 I left the classroom behind and
implemented a full time Outdoor Education Program on
100 acres of abandoned farm land, loaned to the School
Board by Dr. Lawson. Three native men had just
competed planting 30,000 trees on the site and as we set
out a trail system, we marked the tiny 6” trees with red
flags to avoid trampling them.
Continued next page.
From 6 inches to this in 50 years
February 2020
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LLOEC continued
Our facility consisted of a 27’x27’ marquee tent
loaned and erected by the Central Ordinance Depot.
We became known as the “Outdoor Centre” established for the grand sum of only $23.03. Salary
and transportation were the costly items on top.
Also, we were the only Centre catering to primary
junior grades.
1969 saw Provincial reorganization of Ontario
School Boards from multiple small Boards to nine
large regional Boards. Ours, known as Northumberland Durham County Board ran from Oshawa to the Trent River. Suddenly our science centre for four
Cobourg schools needed to accommodate 27 central
area schools.
The seasonal tent facility had to be replaced by a year
round building for this influx of students. Ken Halligan
and his grade 12 lads from CDCI East prefabricated
the building carrying it onto the site in sections.
After Dr. Lawson’s death Dr. Mary Bedford-Jones and
her husband Bill Goodwin, the new owners, allowed
continued use of the property. In December 2005 the
newly formed Northumberland Land Trust received
the property as their first land acquisition. The School
Board continues to run daily programmes.
From the original tent days the overall philosophy has
been based on Albert Schweitzer’s “A Reverence for
all Life.”

Boardwalk Over Duck Marsh

The location is a great mecca for photographers with
its ephemeral/vernal pools, spring wild flowers, majestic trees and wildlife. Open to the public.
Please stay on the trails and boardwalks.
TAKE NOTHING BUT PHOTOS AND LEAVE NOTHING
BUT FOOTPRINTS.
“Do enjoy”!
Audrey.

Original Tent for Outdoor Education
February 2020
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IMAGES 2020
Just a quick reminder for you to reserve Saturday, November 14th on your calendar at 1PM for the opening reception at the Art Gallery Of Northumberland,
for the Northumberland Photography Club’s , “IMAGES 2020” exhibition.
A committee of your peers has been formed to plan how we are going to proceed with the implementation of this project.
Your job is to be reviewing your images and to select your best. Or, possibly
you have yet to take your best yet, so get out there and start shooting in earnest.
We will continue to keep you updated and in the loop.

IN THE BAG
BY ALLAN SHORT
I can feel the world closing in on me. I rush to open the two windows and the
sliding door. So what if it is -10 outside, I can feel the sweat running down my
back and down my forehead into my eyes (as there is nothing to stop it). I
reach for a … when I have my eureka moment, that moment in time that
stands still, you see everything, hear everything, feel everything, even down to the subatomic level. You even understand the forces
that bring together particle and string theory
in that one instant. Ok, enough of that.
It is a towel, yes, the towel. This is one item
that I always carry in my bag. No, it is not for
me; it is for my camera and lens. Let’s say
that I have been shooting in fog (don’t mean
the one I am usually in) or a light mist.
Lay the towel over the camera and lens to
stop moisture from getting on them. If you do
get moisture on them, it is best NOT TO
WIPE the camera/lens but to pat them dry. The reason is if you move the
lens barrel in and out as a result of zoom or focus, and then wipe to dry, you
may cause moisture to move into the gap where the barrel slides when you
retract the lens. So, it is better to pat the barrel and body dry to prevent this
from happening.
Once you have made sure that everything is dry and put away, you can use the
towel on yourself, remembering to get a clean one for the next day.
Darn! I’ve got to close those windows; it is getting cold in here, even for me.

February 2020
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BOOK REVIEW
BY PATRICIA CALDER
“The

#1 bestselling digital photography book ever!
It’s the award winning, worldwide smash hit,
written by Scott Kelby, that’s been translated
into dozens of different languages, because
it’s the one book that really shows you how to
take professional-quality shots using the same
tricks today’s top digital pros use (and surprisingly, it’s easier than you’d think).”
This little paperback is a treasure trove of shortshort essays on how to photograph everything
from weddings and sports to travel and flowers.
The only
thing Kelby doesn’t
cover is horses, but the tips on sports photography can be applied in the corral.

“Great
photography is
about depth of
feeling, not depth
of field.”
– Peter Adams

February 2020

Chapter One is all about focus. How many
times have you seen a perfect shot ruined
by fuzzy focus? Each chapter is
headlined by a stunning photo to
illustrate Kelby’s point. Printed
on glossy paper, the visuals really pop. Each chapter outlines a
one-page formula complete with
sample settings to achieve one’s
dream image.
To be honest, this little bible is a beginner’s reference tool, the type of book you
read and underline and shove in your camera bag. As the years go by and it gets dog
-eared, you realize it is still your go-to
when you want to brush up on how-to. Every time I reread it, I find something
new to chew on. Did I mention there’s humour?
Kelby ends with a paragraph or two on “Avoiding Problems” and a little gem
called “Photo Recipes.” Then, after all is said and done, there’s a detailed Index
so you can find that perfect piece of advice that you forgot to remember. I love a
good Index.
Part One of Digital Photography proved so successful it was followed by Parts
Two and Three, also by Scott Kelby; “ even more of that “Ah ha—so that’s how
they do it,” straight-to-the-point, skip-the-techno-jargon stuff you can really use
today to make your shots even better.”
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Patrick’s Tips
By Patrick Romano

Welcome to Canadian weather. This year has especially
been different. With the weather changing so often and dramatically comes the changes in light and the changes you
have to make in your photography.
For this month’s Monitor I searched out a variety of posts
talking about how to do your photography in different weather and lighting conditions. Just for those who say I’m not going out in this weather I added a post or two on things to do
indoors. Have fun and remember to share.

Important Things to Consider When Photographing Winter Scenes - A Post By: Jeremy Flint
https://digital-photography-school.com/photographing-winter-scenes/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=emailimg&utm_campaign=Dec-1119

Tips for Better Results When Shooting in Low Light Conditions - By: Darina Kopcok
https://digital-photography-school.com/tips-better-results-shooting-in-low-light-conditions/

4 Tips for Photographing Fog to Create Mystical Images - By: Louis Raphael
https://digital-photography-school.com/4-tips-photographing-fog-create-mystical-images/

How to Control Sun Flare in Your Photos - By: Alana Orth
https://digital-photography-school.com/control-sun-flare-photos/.

How to Photograph in the Harsh Midday Sun - By: Anne McKinnell
https://digital-photography-school.com/photograph-harsh-midday-sun/

Shooting in the Cold – Tips for Winter Photography - By: Adam Welch
https://digital-photography-school.com/shooting-cold-tips-winter-photography/

7 Tips for Beautiful Photos in Icy Cold Weather - By: Mat Coker
https://digital-photography-school.com/beautiful-photos-in-icy-cold-weather/

Photographing on Overcast Days: The Light Simply Doesn’t Get Any Better - By: Herb Paynter
https://digital-photography-school.com/photographing-on-overcast-days-the-light-simply-doesnt-get-any-better/

How to Light and Photograph Smoke and Steam in a Home Studio Setting - By: Ana Mireles
https://digital-photography-school.com/photograph-smoke-and-steam/

Ice Formations on Dead Wood -- Haareis or Hair Ice (Something to look for in the winter)
http://my.ilstu.edu/~jrcarter/ice/diurnal/wood/

10 Things to Photograph Indoors When There’s Bad Weather Outside - By: Meredith Clark
https://digital-photography-school.com/10-things-photograph-indoors-bad-weather/

February 2020
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THE LAST PAGE
ELISABETH M. LA FONTAINE

Oh my goodness, where did January go? How are your “Resolutions” or have they gone too?
The Northumberland Photography Club is alive, well and very busy. I often wonder how many of you go
to the Website and check what’s going on. It’s a fount of information and well worth a few visits every
month.
For a start we have some interesting speakers between now and June. There are talks about Photography
from an Expedition Ship; Architecture; Advice on the do’s and don’ts of your equipment and the one that
I am most excited about, a talk on Tibet.
The themes for the year are all outlined so no excuse for not taking photos. The March theme is Reflections of Life – an excellent challenge for getting our thoughts organized well ahead of the submission
date.
Sandra Peters and her Outings Committee are planning an exciting year for everyone. If, by chance, you
hear of something that might make an interesting outing please let her know – we are open to all suggestions even if we don’t act on all of them! We would really like to know if there is something we are
missing. It’s hard to choose outings that appeal to everyone and even more difficult to find suitable
times. Workdays? Weekends? Holidays? Evenings? and how about early morning for a Sunrise and
Breakfast? We’ve done that before and it was very popular! Please let us know – it only takes an email to
one of the Committee.
Larry Keeley, the glue that has held The Monitor together for many years, is in hospital undergoing triple
by-pass surgery. At the time of going to press I don’t have an update but will insert it here if I hear from
Dawn in time.
Reflection-008
(From thedataschool.co.uk)
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