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October 2019 

 

 President’s Report by Janet Taylor 
 

“There is a harmony in autumn, and a luster in its sky, which through the 

summer is not heard or seen, as if it could not be, as if it had not been!” 

(Percy Bysshe Shelley) 

 

We welcome October with its colour and light; it is truly a photographer’s 

delight.   

There is no better time of the year, in my humble opinion, than autumn.  I love the change of season, the cooler 

weather, and the photographic opportunities, especially in our own Northumberland Hills. 

As we head into our programming, our executive has been working on a few projects. Firstly, Christmas is 

approaching; – I know, I can hear the groans now! We will be having our Christmas Collective Slideshow & 

Potluck on December 2nd. Each member is invited to put together 10 photos for the slide show; they can be 

your 10 best, or, they can be 10 of a particular theme, such as travel.  Our annual Christmas dinner buffet will 

again be at the Woodlawn Inn on December 9th.   

Another project will be our show at the Art Gallery of Northumberland in 2020.  The gallery will be celebrating 

its 60th anniversary, and as part of their celebration, the gallery has invited groups from Northumberland to 

participate.  We have been invited to show approximately 50 photos from November 14th, 2020 to January 3, 

2021.  There will be more information soon, as the executive is looking for people to form a committee and run 

with this exciting project.  Many thanks to Russ Donaldson, who has been working on this project, 

enthusiastically, I might add, for a couple of years. 

So, here is your opportunity to participate in the club’s events, be they minor or major.  Go on the outings, join  

the workshops; you will learn something new and hone your skills as a photographer. In addition to 

photography, there is the camaraderie in the group and the time to meet and collaborate with other members. 
Submit your photos for the slide shows and see your work on the screen. 

 

 

(Photos submitted by Janet Taylor) 

 

 

  

Port Perry Fair NPC rodeo outing   

 

 

                   Portrait Workshop Photo 

 

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/percy-bysshe-shelley-quotes
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 Adventures Of The Old Point & Shooter 

 

If you missed the NPC’s “Portrait Outing" on 

September 18th at Elisabeth La Fontaine’s 

country estate, you certainly missed a good 

one!  Well, a good one for the 25 photographers 

who were there that is. For the Old Point & 

Shooter, it was a different story indeed! Let me 

explain. 

 

When I arrived, the organizers were a model 

short, so I was rushed into service. There were 

3 professionals & me. The professionals were provided with 

outstanding props like a 1920 Pierce Arrow automobile and/or a shiny chrome & mustard yellow Harley Davidson 

motorcycle as their backdrops. What kind of props were provided for me?  An old broken down swing with 

springs that have left permanent indentations on my butt and a murky muddy pond that was surrounded by 6’ tall 

grass. And I was supposed to work with that?! 

 

Promptly at 1:30pm hordes of paparazzi descended upon me with their larger than life lenses relentlessly pointed 

in my face. I had countless requests for me to turn this way & that. Ways that this 83year old body hasn’t turned 

in years. It was elder abuse of the worst kind, I tell you! 

 

At one point, the station director, a tall lanky drink of water by the name of Marjoram, even had the nerve to ask 

me if I would remove my trousers so they could photograph me in my new Toronto Maple Leaf thong.  My 

friends, you had to be there to appreciate what transpired. 

 

Footnote …… by now I’m sure you all realize I have written this piece tongue in cheek. It was a fantastic outing 

and one of the best attended in a long time. I’m sure everyone went home with their cameras filled with memorable 

images Everyone, that is, except the Old Point & Shooter! 

 

Editor’s note:  

 

…… Russ, the Ol’ Point ‘n Shooter, submitted the photo, below, of this Toronto Maple Leaf thong thing which, 

he claims, he does not own and, he emphatically states, he does not wear…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmmmmm……. 

 

From this time on, however, whenever we meet Russ, one cannot help but wonder: Is he… or isn’t he…?!     
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HOW SMARTPHONES ARE CHANGING PHOTOGRAPHY 
by Tony Northrup 

  
There are more than 3 billion smartphones in the world. Rich or poor, paying 

for a smartphone and Internet access is a top priority. Every one of those 

smartphones comes free with a powerful tool: a camera.  
  
This week, my friend travelled to Albania to care for his parents. We texted 

and talked on the phone, but mostly, we communicated with pictures. He 

shared his birth country in an honest, candid, instantaneous way that would 

have been impossible with any other type of camera.  
  
Could he have brought a real camera and taken better pictures? Maybe, but his family would have been less 

comfortable being photographed by a real camera and he definitely wouldn’t have found time to unload the 

pictures from the memory card. Smartphone cameras bring visual storytelling to non-photographers in a way no 

other camera ever has. 
  
Smartphone cameras can also bring us closer to distant cultures. If you’re interested in the Hong Kong protests, 

you could watch the news for a curated, American point-of-view. Or you could check #freedomhk on Instagram 

to see events unfold in real-time through the eyes of the people who live there. Photography eliminates the 

language barrier, but smartphone photography eliminates the gatekeepers. 
  
When something wonderful happens – or something tragic – a smartphone captures it and the world sees it. The 

pictures they take don’t sit forgotten in a dusty photo album or hard drive; they’re online, shared, and accessible 

to anyone within seconds. Smartphones have done more than change photography, they’ve changed humanity. 
 

 

Tony Northrup of Tony Northrup Photography, is the author of Amazon’s best selling photography book “How 

to Create Stunning Digital Photography” and many others. There is a weekly You Tube program 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDkJEEIifDzR_2K2p9tnwYQ where “Stunners” can submit photos for 

critique and where everyone can listen to well researched reviews of the latest equipment. FaceBook is open to 

members. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Photography Quotes 

 Photography for me is not looking, it’s feeling. If you can’t feel what you’re looking at, then you’re never 

going to get others to feel anything when they look at your pictures. 

Don McCullin 

All photographs are memento mori. To take a photograph is to participate in another person’s (or thing’s) 

mortality, vulnerability, mutability. Precisely by slicing out this moment and freezing it, all photographs testify 

to time’s relentless melt. 

Susan Sontag 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDkJEEIifDzR_2K2p9tnwYQ
https://www.greetingcardpoet.com/time-quotes-inspirational-educational-and-funny/
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Sri Lanka, “the Pearl of the East” 

  
   Report and photos submitted by Elisabeth M.       

La Fontaine 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Lanka is like a tiny tear, dropped into the Indian Ocean from the southernmost tip of India. Steeped in 

history for some two million years, this is truly an enchanted Island 

 

Formerly known as Ceylon, the island is home to some 20M people. In the 5th Century BC, the Sinhalese 

Buddhists came from India, followed, over the centuries, by Tamils from southern India, Arab Traders, 

Portuguese, Dutch and British colonialists. .  

 

 

Sri Lankan cuisine is alive 

with world famous restaurants 

offering delectable curries, 

crabs0, prawns and fish, fresh 

from the sea. Bookings for The 

Ministry of Crab must be made 

months in advance.   

 

 

 

 

The Royal Botanical Gardens at Peradeniya, accessed by a steel swing 

bridge, is 147 acres of landscaped gardens with some 4,000 different 

species of plants and 10,000 or so trees, and is where, during WW2, 

Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander for South East 

Asia, was headquartered. The building remains to this day.    

 

  

Mountbatten Headquarters 
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 From 1983- 2009, a bitter Civil War raged between the Tamil Tigers and the government, but the country 

emerged from this war with optimism. Tourism flourished and cranes were seen everywhere. However, at 

Easter 2019, there was a series of seven coordinated suicide bomb attacks in popular hotels and historical 

churches. Hundreds were killed and more were injured. Fear put a temporary stop to the tourism industry. It is, 

just now recovering and travel in the Island is safe again. The ancient 

Fort City of Galle, in the south of the Island, will be my first 

destination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Lanka’s highest elevation is some 8,000 ft. In the foothills, rice paddies proliferate and on the hills are neatly 

pruned tea plantations and rich tropical jungles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The myriad hues and scents of frangipani, frchids, hibiscus and 

bougainvillea are in the air. Tropical fruit abound and freshly 

squeezed iced lime juice is a staple thirst quencher. The Hill Club, 

frequented by Royalty, is now a beautiful hotel. 

 

 

 

 

Surf-blown, palm-fringed beaches surround the island and in the 

jungles the sounds of crickets, colourful indigenous birds and 

chattering monkeys proliferate. Wildlife game parks are home to herds 

of elephants, leopards and monkeys and in the ocean blue whales are 

regular visitors.                                                     Blue whale watching) 

 

 

 

   “This other Eden, demi-paradise…” is how William Shakespeare might have described not only England but 

also Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon). For 20 years it was my home; It’s where I was born and where my heart 

lies… and now that the threat of terrorism is once again subsiding, I will be with one of the first groups of 

visitors. 

 

NOTE: Marlin Travel in Northumberland Mall, Cobourg, is part owned by Shane Joseph who is from Sri 

Lanka. 
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Davandra Cribbie was born in Scarborough but now makes her 

home in Port Hope. Her unusual occupation is as a groom in the 

harness racing industry. 

 

 

 

When she was in high school, she travelled to Haiti on a 10 day 

mission. Other trips have taken her to Florida, stopping in various 

states along the way. 

 

 

 

 

Davandra’s favourite pastimes include photography, creating 

digital art from her photos, spending time with horses, and 

writing poetry. 

Her interest in photography began at a young age. “My mother 

owned a 35 mm film camera, a Minolta. I was fascinated by it and she let me start using it. That is when the 

photography bug began to grow. It wasn’t until 2011 when I really took 

photography more seriously.” 

 

 

 Davandra likes to be out in nature where 

she captures most of her images. “I like to 

spend time walking through conservation 

areas, provincial parks and other areas 

looking for all sorts of wildlife. If I see 

something that captures my attention, I 

photograph it. I also spend time locally 

photographing the beautiful historic town I live in.”  
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Davandra absolutely loves  photographing horses!  
 

 

    In fact, she had 

always wanted to do a 

photoshoot at the 

beach with horses. “I 

got my chance last 

summer when I was 

doing a private shoot 

with a wonderful lady 

and her Perlino 

colored horse, Ghost. She had access to a private beach and it was the 

horse’s first time in the water. He loved it and so did I.”  

 

 More of Davandra’s beautiful photos …… 

 

 

 

 

 

Now for the secret sauce of Davandra’s success as a photographer: she shoots 

with a Canon 60D with a Canon 70-300 L lens. No tripod. No external flash. 

 

Thank you,  Davandra Cribbie, for being our October 2019 Featured 

Photographer. You have shared some beautiful photographs with us! We wish 

you continued success with your photography. 
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Tech Tips by Patrick Romano 
 

      THE BLAHS ! 
 

Sometimes, and more than once, we all get the blahs.  We just don't have the 

inspiration to get out and take pictures, so we don’t.  I have been there a few 

times.  We give up.  NO ! DONT !  Take a look at these tutorial articles 

first.  They may help you get back into the hobby we all know you love. 

7 Steps to Find Inspiration so You Can Create Phenomenal Photographs 
https://digital-photography-school.com/7-steps-find-inspiration-create-phenomenal-photographs/ 

How to Create Fine Art Images from the Mundane 
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-create-fine-art-images-from-mundane/ 

The Magic of Creativity Rarely Happens in Your Comfort Zone 
https://digital-photography-school.com/magic-creativity-rarely-happens-your-comfort-zone/ 

What to Do When Your Camera Won’t Work and You Wanna Scream 
https://digital-photography-school.com/when-your-camera-wont-work-wanna-scream/ 

What are your greatest fears as a photographer? 
https://digital-photography-school.com/what-your-greatest-fears-photographer/ 

9 Tips for Aspiring Young Photographers 
https://digital-photography-school.com/9-tips-aspiring-young-photographers/ 

4 Tips to Help You Overcome the Fear of Photographing People 
https://digital-photography-school.com/4-tips-overcome-fear-photographing-people/ 

The Best Way to Improve Your Photography is to Forget About Your Camera 
https://digital-photography-school.com/improve-your-photography-forget-about-camera/ 

How to Overcome Intimidation and Learn from the Experts – Adorama Inspire Conference 
https://digital-photography-school.com/overcome-intimidatio-learn-experts-adorama-inspire-conference/ 

How to Find Inspiration for Your Photography 
https://digital-photography-school.com/find-inspiration-your-photography/ 
How to Simplify Your Life as a Photographer 
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-simplify-your-life-photographer/ 

https://digital-photography-school.com/7-steps-find-inspiration-create-phenomenal-photographs/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-create-fine-art-images-from-mundane/
https://digital-photography-school.com/magic-creativity-rarely-happens-your-comfort-zone/
https://digital-photography-school.com/when-your-camera-wont-work-wanna-scream/
https://digital-photography-school.com/what-your-greatest-fears-photographer/
https://digital-photography-school.com/9-tips-aspiring-young-photographers/
https://digital-photography-school.com/4-tips-overcome-fear-photographing-people/
https://digital-photography-school.com/improve-your-photography-forget-about-camera/
https://digital-photography-school.com/overcome-intimidatio-learn-experts-adorama-inspire-conference/
https://digital-photography-school.com/find-inspiration-your-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-simplify-your-life-photographer/
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 BOOK REVIEW by Elisabeth M. La Fontaine 

 

With Tony Northrup on the radar as our Pro Photographer this month, it’s an 

appropriate time to mention three of his books.  

 

First, for photographers starting out on their photographic journey, came Stunning 

Digital Photography. It is much more than a book; it's a hands-on, self-paced 

photography class with over three hours of online training videos and free help from 

the author and other readers. That's why this award-winning author and 

photographer, Tony Northrup's book quickly became #1 photography e-book with 

over 100,000 readers. It continues to be a favourite several years later. 

 

The hardcopy of this book includes: 

  

• Three hours of online video training. 

• Hands-on practices at the end of every chapter. 

• Classroom support with an author-led private community. 

• Free ebook with regular updates when you buy the book and join the FB Readers Group. 

 

And, for anyone struggling to learn Adobe Post Processing, Tony and his wife, Chelsea, have produced two 

excellent Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop books: 

 

 Adobe Lightroom Classic CC Video Book in Paperback and Kindle Editions                                                

Tony covers every aspect of Lightroom in-depth but structures his teaching so that both beginner and advanced 

photographers can learn as efficiently as possible.  

 

Adobe Photoshop CC – Essentials for Photographers, Video Book 

This comes in both hard copy and as a Kindle edition. With an additional 10 hours of video, this book will very 

quickly bring you up to speed with Photoshop. 

Monthly Image Themes  
 2019-2020 Themes  Submission Due Date 

September Abandoned  Mon, Sept 2 

October Trashing Our Environment  Mon, Sept 30 

November Stripes  Mon, Oct 28 

December Doom & Gloom OR Bright & Happy  Mon, Nov 25 

January Hallways to Somewhere  Mon, Dec 30 

February Isolated Objects  Mon, Jan 27 

March Reflections of Life  Mon, Feb 24 

April Tools of the Trade  Mon, Mar 30 

May Beauty is in The Eye of The Beholder  Mon, Apr 27 
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NPC OUTINGS REPORT  … BY Sandra Peters   

 

 

September was a busy month for outings – Port Perry rodeo, Port Hope fair, 

Salmon fishing along the Ganaraska River and the portrait workshop at 

Elisabeth LaFontaine’s house in Grafton which was very well attended.  Two 

club members modelled – Russ Donaldson and Beverley Batchellor.  

 

Our October outings will be to the cranberry harvest in Bala on October 8th, to 

the Kendal car graveyard on October 16th and to Goodrich-Loomis 

Conservation Area, (date to be determined). 

 

 

 

Our guest models at the portrait workshop, Diane and Anita, came with props – a 

1926 Pierce Arrow car and a Harley Davidson Sportster motorcycle. Terry Self gave 

helpful instructions on posing and varying the ways to light a model.  Many thanks to 

Elisabeth for hosting, to Terry for sharing his expertise, to Myra Pritchett and Bryan 

Marjoram for volunteering and to Russ and Bev for being very good sports 

throughout the day.   

 

Portrait Workshop Photos 

 

 

  

 

  
This group photo was taken by 
Norm at the April Burleigh Falls outing. 

 
Joining in outings is a great way to get to know other members, share your 

photography skills, learn from others in an informal manner, expand your 

photographic repertoire and enjoy some social interaction.   

The Outings Committee will be meeting soon to plan events for the next 

few months.  If you would like to join us in planning outings, are willing to 

lead an outing or workshop or if you have outing ideas that you would like 

us to consider, please contact Sandra Peters at npcoutingsdirector@gmail.com.   Planned outings will be listed on the 

NPC website and the details about the outings will be found under the Newsflash heading.  An e-mail will also be sent to 

members regarding each outing.   Two photos per outing may be submitted to the Outings slideshow that is shown at 

each meeting. 

mailto:npcoutingsdirector@gmail.com
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Here’s A Thought 

by Susan Dubois 

 

So, you think you want to enter one or more of your pictures in a contest? 

We all generally love our pictures and think they’re great, so why wouldn’t 

they win? Ego boosting aside, what do we have to gain from entering 

contests?  

For most of us, photo contests should be best viewed as a learning 

experience that can dramatically improve our photography skills. Bearing 

that in mind, take the opportunity to study the winning entries and finalists 

with as few biases as possible. What is it about those particular pictures that 

makes them stand out? In a contest where there are hundreds, if not 

thousands of entries, how do you ensure that your picture catches the 

judges’ eye? Think “composition”, “originality” and “technical difficulty”; 

those are often more important than the actual subject. For the purpose of a contest, there is no need to travel to 

far exotic places; opportunities for outstanding pictures can sometimes be found 

right in your own backyard. This takes skill and planning or, if we’re lucky, being 

at the right place at the right time. Take the time to see and look around you with 

an open mind and, most of all, remember to think outside the box.  

 

The subject of my winning picture in the Canadian Geographic’s 33rd Annual 

Photo Competition’s flora and fauna category is nothing more than a common 
house fly that was on my living room window on an overcast day.  At the time, 
the thought of photographing it to enter into a competition was the farthest 
thing from my mind. My only objective was to experiment with various lighting 
conditions by using both my on-camera and off-camera flash.  This unwitting fly 
was blasted with many bursts of bright light as I experimented with various 
positions, angles and intensity of both flashes.  At the same time, I was trying to 

obtain a near perfect mirror image. 
This picture ended up being the best one in the series and once converted to black and white, the various 
tones of grey details really popped. At the beginning of this year, I sent it to the Canadian Geographic’s 33rd 
Annual Photo Competition.  There it took first place in the “flora and fauna” category. That was the first and only time 
I have entered this picture in a competition.  

My settings were the following:  
Tamron 90 mm lens; f/6.3; 1/125; ISO 100; spot metering.  

On camera flash was off; off-camera flash used at low angle. 

Susan  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 
  “When you photograph people in color, you photograph their clothes. But when you 
photograph people in Black and white, you photograph their souls!”  

                                                                                                                                Ted Grant 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/411708.Ted_Grant
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   The Nawautin Nature Sanctuary Association         
 

           Elisabeth M. La Fontaine 

                 Photos captured and submitted by Susan Dubois 

 

 

For many members of Northumberland Photography Club, the  

Nawautin Nature Sanctuary (NSA) has become a favourite 

photography sanctuary. Throughout the year, many members go 

there for peace, quiet and an opportunity to see some birds and wild 

life in their natural surroundings. How do I know? I just check the 

NPC Facebook photos! 

 

I wonder, however, if any of you have thought about this precious 5.31 

hectares of land? Who owns it, who looks after it and who is offering this 

natural haven for all to enjoy?  I decided to find out and tell you a little about 

the history of NSA. This information is from David Bryson, Chair. 

 

“NSA was part of the development of the Nawautin, Keewatin, Shawano area 

of Grafton in the 1990s. The owner at the time was Bob Marshall.” 

 

 

 

“The land that makes up the Sanctuary was donated to the Township 

of Alnwick Haldimand and the Township takes care of grass cutting 

and garbage collection. The Township is the main financial contributor 

to the NSA. There is no connection with any other organization, such 

as Nature Conservancy of Canada.”  

 

 

 

 

 

“The Nawautin Sanctuary Association was formed in the 

early 2000s. The NSA is a volunteer group that helps to 

maintain the Sanctuary. Contributions by the NSA include 

planting trees, installing bird houses, spreading wood chips 

and contracting someone to help manage poison ivy and dog 

strangling vines (DSV).” 

 

“We most recently cleared an area inside the Keewatin entrance and installed a Little Library and notice board.” 

 

“The executive of the NSA consists of David Bryson, Chair; Alnwick Haldimand Councillor, Mike Filip, Vice 

Chair; Maria Hendrickson, Treasurer; Jennie Giles, Secretary. Toby Smits has also been very active with the 

NSA and is included in all executive matters.”  
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Nawautin Sanctuary continued……. 

 

 

 

I don’t think it is generally known that there is a small 

membership fee of $5.00 for individual or family, payable to 

the Sanctuary. Cheques may be mailed to Mike Filip at the 

A/H Municipal Office, 10836 Cty. Rd. 2, P.O. Box 70, 

Grafton, ON, K0K 2G0. 

 

There is a Nawautin Sanctuary Association Facebook page 

and David Bryson would be very pleased if there were more 

contributors of photos/experiences in the Sanctuary.  

 

For those of you who are not familiar with this little treasure, it is located at 100 Keewatin Drive, Grafton 

and is open from 7a.m. – 5 p.m.at this time of year. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Now that the Monitor is back on a monthly schedule, here is what some of our 

members wrote to tell us…… 

“Hello to each of you.  I’ve read the new Monitor and just want to say well done to all of you.  It does take a lot 

of work and to have it be a team effort is a wonderful way to go.  I’m looking forward to the next issue.” (Mary) 

“Thanks for putting this together and thanks for taking this on. It is greatly appreciated.  I know it is a big job. I 

will try to get my thoughts together for each edition.” (Janet) 

 

“HI everyone. I have just read the Monitor and enjoyed it very much. Thank you for all your efforts.” (Donna) 

 

“Fabulous job on the Monitor, folks! It is sooooo good to have it back! Thank you so much!” (David) 

 

“It’s good to see the Monitor again. I missed not having it last year. I know it’s a lot of work, but the end result 

is worth it.  Keep up the good work!”  (Susan Dubois) 

And from Patricia Calder, Elisabeth M. La Fontaine and myself, many thanks to all of you for sending your 

comments. We appreciate the feedback! (The Monitor Team) 

 
 
 
 


